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Introduction of the Author

Thomas Hwang is the founder of Antioch Missions International (AMI), an
international missions organization focusing on evangelizing the “10/40
window” region primarily populated by unreached people groups. AMI,
through affiliated AMI College and Seminary, is currently training over
6,000 leaders from 25 countries in Asia and Africa. He authored 15 books
so far, which have been translated into Nepali, Burmese, Hmong, Kachin,
Shan, Lisu, English, Russian, Cambodian, Indonesian, Hindi, Bengali, Lao,
Vietnamese, Spanish, Chinese, and Japanese. Over 600,000 copies of these
books have been distributed.

The author graduated from Seoul National University (B.S.) in Korea. He
came to study in the United States in 1968. He studied in Michigan State
University, and he graduated from Pittsburg State University with a
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Bachelor’s (B.B.A.) and a Master’s degree in Business Administration
(M.B.A.). After a successful business career in the U.S.A. and Canada, he
committed himself to serving the Lord. He studied and graduated from
Tyndale University College and Seminary (M.Div.) in Toronto, Ontario,
Canada, and Trinity Evangelical Divinity School (TEDS, Ph.D.) in
Deerfield, lllinois, U.S.A.

Later, the author worked as a general council member of the Evangelical
Fellowship of Canada (EFC), and adjunct professor and a member of the
board of governors of Tyndale University College and Seminary. When he
was working as a professor at Alliance Theological Seminary in Nyack,
New York, U.S.A., he was selected as standing executive officer of the
preparation committee for the Global Consultation of World
Evangelization’95 (GCOWE’95), assuming a pivotal role for the world
missions conference in South Korea. He then moved AMI headquarters he
had administered to South Korea. He established AMI Satellite
Broadcasting Inc. in Korea and served the media ministry, preaching the
Gospel to unreached people groups in Asia and Africa using a satellite radio
system. Currently, he is devoting himself to his pastoral ministry as senior
pastor of AMI Church, leadership seminar ministry in various countries,

publication, and media ministry.



This book is a collection of columns, covering my weekly sermons in
2023 at AMI Church. The columns are also posted on our official AMI
Church YouTube channel. Titled, 2023 Columns of Thomas Hwang, the

book covers the series of grace (a total of 51 series), covering theological

issues related to Israel.

| have dealt with theological matters that readers are generally curious
about. There could be some parts here and there that average believers
might find difficult to understand, but the Holy Spirit will help them. The
context of the book is ordered from level fundamental to advanced, so |
recommend reading the book in that order, which will greatly help in
understanding the context. [ don’t have other references, but the Bible. I
sincerely pray for all the readers to have the grace and mercy and in peace
of God the Father and Jesus Christ (1 Timothy 1:2). God, I truly hope all
our readers to be in abundance of grace and peace by the knowledge of
God and of Jesus our Lord (2 Peter 1:2).

I want all our readers to grow in grace and the knowledge of God and
Jesus our Lord and be truly blessed by glorifying the Trinity God forever
and ever. This is the prayer of Peter for his disciples whom he loved. And
now | pray for our readers through the book, 2023 Columns of Thomas

Hwang.

Dr. Thomas Hwang
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January 2023

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both
now and forever! Amen!

2 Peter 3:18



7t January 2023

Last year 2022, we studied a complete 45 series of Israel. Jesus offered
grace to all of us for our spiritual growth not only to our AMI church
members but also to diasporas spread all over the world. We are
working on teaching others what we learned not because someone
forced us to do it, but purely from inspiration and guidance of the

Holy Spirit. They all belong to a group of Jesus' brides by grace.

It is the beginning of 2023 and we greet it with a 'series of grace'.
“Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of
God and of Jesus our Lord” (2 Peter 1:2,3:18). All of us (both Christians
and non-Christians) seem to say a 'happy new year' regardless of our

religious background.

What is the message behind the Happy New Year message? Good
health and longevity, wealth, success, wish accomplishment,
prosperity, happiness, etc. A definite to-go New Year's message
everyone favors. Therefore, a lot of people move their footsteps to
church, cathedral, sunrise, Bosingak Bell, and New Year's Eve service
party. Everyone wants a blessing in the new year, and visiting those

places eases their hearts even just for a short moment.

We celebrate the same events at the same time every year. The same
was done in 2022. Looking back another year, some of your wishes

may or may have not come true. Some of you even have experienced
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pain, despair, and stress for this past year. Likewise, we'll live a life like
going round and round until we die and leave this world (Ecclesiastes
3:3) at God's kairos (eth in Greek, time in English; Ecclesiastes 3:1).
We'll leave all new year's wishes behind us at that time. Same for
Christians and non-Christians on this matter. We just part our ways at
the destination, in which some go to heaven (Luke 23:43) whereas
others go to hell (Matthew 5:29).

Both Christians and non-Christians need God's blessings while they
live in this world. Jehovah (Jesus) particularly promised these blessings
to Christians. He promised He would offer lots of the world's blessings
if we faithfully obey the law of creation’s purpose (Deuteronomy 28:1-
14). However, the world's blessings are only temporary. They can't be
carried with one upon death, which is our dilemma. Thankfully, Jesus
promised us not only temporary ‘This World's blessings’, but also
upgraded blessings, which are grace and peace. These are definitely
not short-term blessings, but continue to the ‘above-world’. The Holy
Spirit taught Paul and every writer in the New Testament the
importance and necessity of the blessings, which they received. They

encouraged their disciples to receive these blessings.

How would we know? It could be found in their letters. Even before
saying a word of thanks, they rushed into encouraging one another
to receive the blessings of grace and peace in the letters as if they
were trying to get their stories straight. As so it happens that the
blessing ‘grace and peace’ is combined, though ‘grace’ takes
precedence over ‘peace’. Grace comes before peace. From whom is
the grace coming? From God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
(Galatians 1:3; 1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:2; 1 Corinthians

1:3; 2 Corinthians 1:2; Romans 1:7; Ephesians 1:2; Philippians 1:2;
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Colossians 1:2; Philemon 1:3; 1 Timothy 1:2; Titus 1:4; 2 Timothy 1:2; 1
Peter 1:2; Jude 1:1-2). Then peace. The letters again end off with grace,
likewise. "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit,
brothers and sisters” (Galatians 6:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:28; 2
Thessalonians 3:18; 1 Corinthians 16:23; Romans 16:24; Ephesians 6:24;
Philippians 4:23; Colossians 4:18; Philemon 1:25; Hebrews 13:25; 1
Timothy 6:21; Titus 3:15; 2 Timothy 4:22). These are the two spiritual

assets that Christians should relish and live fully.

There was one major problem. During the time of recipients of the
letters, their lives weren't necessarily in a place to be at peace. Instead,
they were living through tremendous times of birth pain caused by
their conversion of religion by leaving their traditional emperor
worship, Babylon religion, and Orthodox Jewish religion behind. They
were minors in their society. They were the target of prosecution,
hatred, exclusion, neglect, outcasts, and disadvantage. They had to put
up their standings on economic, social, educational, business, career,
and family lives at stake and lived amidst torturous anxiety,
nervousness, worries, and stress as abjectly disadvantaged individuals.
It almost seemed irrelevant to preach peace to those types of people.
Indeed, this message was truly a piece of overbearing news to the

recipients, considering their state.

Needless to say, the majority of Christians couldn’t hear the message
at the time because of its disparity between their reality, when they
were drowned by worries, anxiety, despair, and stress from immediate
problems. There was no way that the magnificent Jesus (Matthew
10:30; Romans 11:33) didn't know of their indifference. Right at that
moment, Jesus had Paul and Peter include ‘grace’ and ‘peace’ in the

introduction of their letters. The writers of the letters at the time
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weren't also at ease to have ‘grace’ and ‘peace’. They were in the midst
of immense birth pain. Moreover, it was a year before Peter's
martyrdom (AD 64).

At this time, Peter encouraged his disciples. He taught his students
the way to receive ‘grace’ and ‘peace’ as could be shown in the
following verse. “"Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord” (2 Peter 1:2). He encouraged
us to grow Jesus’ grace and knowledge of Jesus (2 Peter 3:18) or else
there’s no way to be at peace during the time of severe birth pain.
Contrastingly, a majority of believers at that time were detached from
Peter's word of advice. Only a few took his advice and left for heaven
in peace, whereas others weren't at peace until they finally went to

heaven.

We have a question. What does it mean to know God and Jesus Christ?
How could anyone know Him? We could refer to the seven theologies
and God's full armor based on the seven theologies (Ephesians 6:11-
18) in determining whether one is fully armored or not. In lack of
previous topics, no teaching, preaching, or seminar could give eternal
peace on this earth though it could be a temporal sentimental touch.
However, we can't be at peace amidst the ten birth pains and eight

evils merely with a sentimental touch.

The ten birth pains are as follows: (1) Natural birth pain (2) Economic
birth pain (3) Political birth pain (4) Health birth pain (5) Social birth
pain (6) Cultural birth pain (7) Family birth pain (8) Martyr birth pain,
(9) Evangelical birth pain, and (10) World Evangelical birth pain. These
days, the two beasts (Revelation 13:1-18) are manifesting the ten birth

pains under the strict control of Jesus. Using the birth pains, they are
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trying to control human society by the New World Order. As long as
the Two Beasts exist, their ceaseless attempts will very much
exacerbate the birth pains. It is only a natural characteristic that birth

pains get severe as the good news (Jesus' Epiphany) approaches.

The eight evils they are stirring up could be classified as follows. (1)
Thriving of Lawlessness and Unrighteousness, (2) Destruction of ethics
and morality, leading to an increased number of dysfunctional families,
(3) Sexual Depravity, embracement, and universality of LGBTQ, (4)
Electoral Fraud; corrupted politics, society, culture, and education;
Communism, Socialism, atheism, and humanism, (5) Destruction of
absolutism and promotion of relativism; disguise untruth to be the
truth, (6) Control of the society by emitting more severe epidemics,
(7) Increase in the threat of nuclear weapon to coerce the society, (8)
Intensified climate change to control the world. All of these incidents

will intensify in 2023.

Christians’ responses toward the eight evils that are stirred up by the
two beasts vary. Not all Christians are on good terms among others.
A pretty good amount of Christians are hostile to one another and
even curse just because they have different opinions, which is
befuddling. For instance, a chick’s eye view group firmly believes that
the eight evils should be completely eradicated. They willingly fight
up against them or else believe that basic human rights will
deteriorate, can't sustain a peaceful society, and further, could extinct
human race. They believe if one doesn't eradicate such wicked force,
a country could be ruined. For this reason, they avidly purport social
purification and patriotic movements. For the past 2,000 years of

Christian history, this type of group has always existed, yet the society
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we live in is progressing toward depravity that nobody has heard of

or seen.

The second group is those with a sparrow's eye view. They agree with
the belief of the first group but don't act. They just watch things
happen and do nothing about it, believing time will sort things out.
Yet, they do believe doing one’s duty such as keeping faith and doing
good deeds could overcome evil instead of putting up a fight against
evil. They don't accompany evil while living with it. This type of
Christian believes they would go to heaven at the right time, keeping
their faith firm, leaving evil in this world behind. They also believe that

Jesus would eventually throw evil at the lake of fire sometime.

The third group is those with an eagle's eye view, also known as the
‘A-ha, that's it!" group. They are fully aware that this world is the
Creation’s Purpose School and soon enough, they will graduate from
a four-year university. They also know that the two beasts are not
formed by coincidence, but by Jesus’ design and a tool that triggers
the birth pain; the two beasts are the root of eight evils on the palm
of Jesus. We should fully endure (Matthew 24:13) as Jesus told us to
do so. To do so, we should endure (Matthew 24:13), be on watch
(Matthew 24:42), be prepared (Matthew 24:44), and share the message
(Matthew 24:37-25:46) of Jesus' Second Coming.

Also, they are well aware that the two beasts will thrive as if the sky
is their limit and that because this is also part of Jesus' design, no one
can practically stop evil. Therefore, they believe we aren't the ones
who don’t do anything as if nothing matters but instead, we are truly
blessed, trumpeting the message of Jesus' Second Coming. Also

known as the blessed with peace and to-be brides of Jesus, they view
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the world with the fact that the two beasts would be thrown into the
lake of fire (Revelation 19:20) before Jesus’ Second Coming, back of
their minds. They also see the Kingdom of God as Above World
(Genesis 1-2), This World (Genesis 3 - Revelation 20), and Above World
(Revelation 21-22), respectively. They have the perspective of an eagle.

| believe the readers of this column and | belong to the third group.

Those with the perspective of an eagle are the blessed ones who are
bestowed with grace flowing from God the Father and Jesus Christ.
Or else, it is impossible to have that ‘A-ha, that's it" worldview during
the time of severe birth pains. However, those with the eye view of an
eagle can be at tranquil peace when faced with a storm of birth pains
by directly penetrating through the storm. Whenever a storm comes,
an eagle doesn't collapse but flies through the core of the storm
(Isaiah 40:31).

2023 January 7th
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14t January 2023

Last week we touched on the second series, ‘Grace’, titled, “God's
grace that came through Jesus Christ” (Romans 3:24). | would like to
call it, "An Introduction of Grace’. The word ‘grace’ is written as chen
or hen in Hebrew and charis in Greek. It is recorded 32 times in the
Old Testament and 128 times in the New Testament. The word
gracious appears 32 times in the Old Testament and two times in the

New Testament.

We often describe 'grace’ as 'favor’ because grace granted by Creator
God to His creations is grace, which could be expressed in seven

different ways.

—
—_

Favor granted by God's sovereign power

God's unilateral favor

—~
N

God's unconditional favor

—~
w

God's absolute favor

—~
ul

Favor irrelevant to recipient's will

—~
(9)]

Favor irrelevant to recipient’s reflection

—_
N
NS N = N> AN N

—~
~

Favor irrelevant to recipient’s qualification. A favor that is not

measured on a human scale, but on God's scale
‘Grace’ (favor) granted by God could be categorized into two scales:

(1) General Grace and (2) Special Grace. A general grace is a type that

grants grace to all creatures (including God's children, Satan'’s children,
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Satan, and devils). What does it offer? Sun, air we breathe, water, soil,

food, life-sustenance, growing, giving birth, and having a family, etc.

We have a question. Why are Satan’s children granted General Grace?
They stand against God and persecute and harass children of God.
There is one simple reason for that. They are assigned as tools to
teach students of Creation’s Purpose School. To fulfill their duties, they
need General Grace. However, their General Grace is not permanent.
It is only granted to them while they are alive. Once they are dead,
their General Grace expires because they no longer need it. There is

no General Grace nor grace in hell or at the fiery lake of fire.

However, God granted not only General Grace but also Special Grace
to children of God. What are those? Love of God the Father (John
3:16, 2 Corinthians 13:14, 1 John 4:16). That is the ultimate ‘eternal
life’, also known as ‘Special Grace'. Hence, we can't directly receive it.
It is designed to flow through Jesus Christ as a medium, which again
proves the importance of Jesus. Jesus is the center of this ‘special
grace’. However, Jesus does not give out this grace to anyone. He
grants it to only those who have received His grace. Therefore, Jesus'

grace is in absolute need for us.

Without going through Jesus, one cannot receive eternal life, which is
God's love. Jesus is the pathway to grace. In other words, if Jesus does
not grant ‘grace’ to us, we can not have eternal life. That is why
receiving grace through Jesus is called a ‘Special Grace’ (Romans 5:15,
2 Corinthians 13:14). There are seven different ways that describe Jesus

as a main body of ‘Special Grace' in the Bible.
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(1) God's grace (Romans 3:24, 1 Corinthians 1:4,15:10, Galatians 2:21,
Ephesians 2:7-8)

(2) God's gift (Romans 5:15, Ephesians 2:8)

(3) Gift of God's grace (Ephesians 3:7)

(4) Gift of Christ (Ephesians 4:7)

(5) Grace that is in Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 2:1)

(6) God's grace that gives salvation (Acts 15:11, Titus 2:11)

(7) Grace of God (1 Peter 5:10).

These names of Jesus solidify that Jesus is the body of ‘Special Grace'

and the one and only ‘savior' that grants 'Special Grace'.

We are such blessed beings to have received 'Special Grace’, also
known as ‘eternal life’ and ‘love of God the Father'.

(1) Our cursed flesh and soul are released and regained through
‘Special Grace' (2 Corinthians 5:17)

(2) Through Him, we are upgraded to children of God, heaven
citizenship holders (Ephesians 2:19; Philippians 3:20).

Not only that, we've also given, (3) sovereignty of the Lord to become

companions of creation’s purpose (Genesis 1:28).

These are genuinely an unfathomable Special Grace beyond our

rationale and imagination.

A question here. When Paul was writing the letter, he always
mentioned this ‘grace’ at the closing in the end as a form of saying
blessing. “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit,

brothers and sisters” (Galatians 6:18, 1 Thessalonians 5:28; 2
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Thessalonians 3:18, 1 Corinthians 16:23, Romans 16:24, Ephesians 6:24,
Philippians 4:23, Colossians 4:18, Philemon 25, Hebrew 13:25, 1
Timothy 6:21, 2 Timothy 4:22, Titus 3:15). Why did he not once
mention this blessing to his fellow believers who already had been
granted the 'Special Grace'? That's because it allows them to have a
greater 'Special Grace’ on top of it and primarily because a measure
of grace could be enlarged (Acts 13:43, 15:40).

We are those granted with Special Grace described above, but
individual measures (metron in Greek; Romans 12:3-8) of grace vary.
This could be proven by the fact that Peter advised his disciples,
“Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of
God and of Jesus our Lord” (2 Peter 1:2). This is to instill his disciples
the teaching that the more knowledge of Jesus increases, the more
the measure of grace largens. That is why he emphasized this content
repeatedly whenever he wrote letters to his disciples. The teaching,
which by means, is that one can enlarge the measure of grace by a
full armor (Ephesians 6:11-18) of God grounded on the seven

theological subjects.

We sometimes question why Jesus had to come to this world and die
on the cross. Though there are many assumptions surrounding the
question, the response could be categorized into three types of
Christians. (1) To destroy Satan (1 John 3:8), (2) To forgive Adam'’s
original sin (Romans 3:23-24), and (3) To achieve the Mystery of God
that was designed before Creation (1 Corinthians 2:7, Romans 16:25-
26, Revelation 10:7).
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All three opinions are biblical. | also accept these three opinions.
However, | believe one could be classified into type (3), depending on
one's quantity of grace, also known as the quantity of perspective. The
groups of type (1) have a mole’s or chick's perspective. They are
myopic-sighted. It is no one’s fault they are like that. Things are that
way because they are granted a small portion of Special Grace. Yet,

they could enlarge their quantity of grace.

Group (2) is considered to have a sparrow's perspective. They
understand the Bible based on Adam'’s Fall (4114 BC). However, they're
so much more broad-sighted than group (1). Yet, they also could
enlarge their perspective. The majority of Christians (comprising 70%

to 80%) have perspectives of either group (1) or (2).

Who are those with the perspective of an eagle? They are type (3).
They understand the mystery of God before Creation, which puts them
into a very rare group. They know what it means to say, ‘A-ha, that's
it!". The knowledge of Jesus widens their perspective. They are also
tightly armored (2 Peter 3:18) with the armor of God (Ephesians 6:11-
18) based on the seven theological topics. They remain in tranquil
peace in the midst of severe birth pain. In peace, they (1) endure
(Matthew 24:13), (2) be on watch (Matthew 24:42), (3) are ready
(Matthew 24:44), and (4) share, teach, and preach (Matthew 24:37-
25:46) Jesus’ Second Coming, whether in or out of season, not by

force, but by inspiration of the Holy Spirit and His guidance.
This type of person is truly blessed with Special Grace among those
who also have been granted with ‘special grace’. Take Paul for

example. He is the one who received the Special Grace of eternal life.
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In addition to the Special Grace he was granted, another Special Grace
was granted to him, which was grace to be ‘remnants’ (Romans 11:5).
He is the blessed one with Special Grace among those who also have
been granted with Special Grace. Not only to Paul, but God also grants
this Special Grace to all of us. This is the Special Grace to all brides of
Jesus who will be raptured (1 Thessalonians 4:14-17). This is truly a
grace that God grants to outstanding students in Creation’s Purpose

School.

2023 January 14th
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20t January 2023

We are on to the third Grace Series. Last week's sermon was on
‘Christianity God is Three in One’ (Genesis 1:1, 26; Matthew 28:19). The
theological word ‘trinity’ does not exist in the Bible. The terminology
‘trinity’ was first used at The Council of Constantinople (AD 381)
created by Cappadocian Fathers. This was the first core Christianity
word ever created in 351 years since Jesus’ ascension (AD 30). After
the council’s resolution on the word ‘trinity’, it became a formal title
for ‘Christianity God’. Hence, any denominations or religions that
disagree with the term were condemned as heresy. Since then,
Trinitarianism has become a measuring standard for determining
heresy, which underscores the importance of understanding and

studying Trinitarianism for Christians.

Trinitarianism is the body, core, and foundation of all Christian
theologies. If it is not found upon biblically, not only one's
understanding of entire theologies could be ruined, but also be like
“building his house on sand” (Matthew 7:26) or could be deceived by
none biblical teachings of heresy without knowing with very high
probability (Matthew 24:4-5). Therefore, we must build our house on
Trinitarianism, the Seven Theologies, and God's armor (Ephesians 6:11-

18). Otherwise, our theology could be wrecked.

Despite the significance, the theology hasn't been fully arranged

throughout 400 years of the Early Church period. Churches were
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confused and all kinds of heresy were rampant. The Church has put
steady effort in trying to straighten the identity of Christian God. A
notable figure is Sabellius (dead in AD 215, a Libya-born theologian).
He presented the theory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
as a result of the culmination of arduous work. It soon gained
immense popularity. It freshened a prolonged stifling Christian

community from nescience.

His theory goes, that God is one and the person is also one. In other
words, ‘One God in One Person’. Depending on the circumstances,
God does the work of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. This is
a fairly appealing teaching and relatively approachable. There are
many worldwide who embrace and teach this theology. Why is that?
They have failed to adopt Trinitarianism biblically. We call this theory
Sabellianism or Modalistic Monarchianism. In Korean, it is translated
as Modalism. However, the theory was determined as heresy by The
Council of Constantinople (381 AD) due to the Patriarch.

The Patriarch then, composed of the Roman Catholic Church, Eastern
Orthodox Church, Syriac Orthodox Church, Jerusalem Church, and
Egypt Coptic Orthodox Church, determined Modalistic Monarchianism
as heresy. Yet, ironically enough, the heresy never really disappeared,
but rather thrived and coexisted with the churches described above
and even appear to be very alive these days. Even since the
Reformation (1517 AD) and up until now, Modalistic Monarchianism
has substantially influenced the mainline Protestant denominations.
Such circumstances could be explained by the deficiency of the biblical
approach of Trinitarianism. Moreover, it is rooted in a rather odd

scenario where heresies such as ‘religious pluralism’ and ‘anti-christ’
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in the Roman Catholic church, the Eastern Orthodox Church, and
mainline Protestant denominations, are all caused by the deterioration

and corruption of Trinitarianism.

What is biblical Trinitarianism? The correct answer is One God in Three
Persons. This is different from Modalistic Monarchianism. It is also
different from monotheistic Judaism and Islam. Judaism believes God
the Father is the sole deity. It believes the Holy Spirit is an adjunct
god below God the Father and doesn't even believe in the Son. Not
much different from Judaism, Islam believes Allah is the only deity.
The idea of Three Persons is nonexistent in this religion. The two
religions (Judaism and Islam) team up with monotheism and attack
Christianity.

Where in the Bible describes the Trinity God? There are at least five
different places in the Old Testament. (1) Genesis 1:1 (2) Genesis 1:26
(3) Genesis 3:22 (4) Genesis 11:7, and (5) Isaiah 6:8. Interestingly, Jewish
can't see the Triune God because their eyes are closed despite the
vivid biblical evidence. Why is it? Is this because of their faults or
mistakes? Or coincidence, perhaps? No. We learned that this is all
grand God's sovereign design (Deuteronomy 32:20-21; Psalms 69:22-
23; Isaiah 6:9-10; Romans 11:8-9). Paul called this as The Mystery of
Christ (Ephesians 3:4).

Also, not only in the New Testament, but also some phrases could be
found in the New Testament in at least four different places: (1)
Matthew 3:16-17, (2) Matthew 28:19, (3) 2 Corinthians 13:14, and (4)
1 John 5:8. There is no doubt that God is Triune God. The fact that
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smart and strongly religious Jews, who pride themselves on their Old

Testament tradition are blind to this undeniable fact.

A Trinity God has distinctive attributes in (1) Existence, Ministerial, and
Character, (2) Equivalency, and (3) Function. All of those attributes exist
in the form of Trinity (Genesis 1:1,26): Self-existent (Exodus 3:14).
Eternal (Deuteronomy 33:27). Unchanging (Daniel 6:26). Ministerially
speaking, He is a Creator (Genesis 1:1), Omniscient (Matthew 10:30),
Omnipotent (Genesis 17:1), and Omnipresent (Isaiah 6:3). In terms of
character, He is love (1 John 4:8), righteous (Isaiah 45:21), merciful
(Nehemiah 9:31), and gracious (1 Peter 5:10).

The Triune God also has attributes in ‘equivalency’. He is equal in all
aspects (John 5:18, 10:30), quantitatively, qualitatively, authoritatively,
powerfully, and hierarchically. Triune God processes all tasks at the
public meeting, deciding and processing. Not only that, Triune God
also owns technical attributes. He is equal but carries out functionally
different ministry. (1) The Father is a president of the public meeting
and presents confirmed proposals (John 3:16, 6:37-40), sends (John
3:16), and acts as a deliverer (John 14:16) of the decisions made. (2)
The Son carries out the confirmed plans (John 3:16). (3) The Holy Spirit
grants ability to the Son who actually carries out the plan (Isaiah 11:1-
2, Acts 1:8).

The Bible depicts Trine God in various ways. (1) ‘God the Father’ as
God (Genesis 1:1, John 3:16), Father (John 17:1), and gardener (John
15:1). Among the Trinity, God the Father has the least names
compared to (2) The Son, who approximately has hundred different

names, primarily due to the fact that the Son directly engages with
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creations. God the Father does not directly engage with creations, but
indirectly only through the Son. Likewise, (3) Holy Spirit has ten other
names as follows: God (Genesis 1:1), Spirit of the Lord (1 Samuel 16:14,
Luke 4:18), Spirit of wisdom and understanding (Isaiah 11:2), the Spirit
of counsel and might (Isaiah 11:2), the Spirit of the knowledge and
fear of the Lord (Isaiah 11:2), Spirit of Him (Romans 8:11), Spirit of
Christ (Acts 16:17, Romans 8:9), Spirit of God (Matthew 3:16), Holy
Spirit (Luke 3:22, Acts 1:8), an Advocate to help (John 14:16), Spirit of
Christ (1 Peter 1:11), and Seven spirits of God (Revelation 5:6).

Such a handful of information about the Triune God is outlined
specifically throughout the Bible. A thought, for what purpose did God
have us take four hundred years formatting Trinitarianism? The reason
was, confusion and conflict had always existed in Christianity because
Trinitarianism couldn’t be clarified. That is primarily because God did
not give them the spirit of wisdom and understanding (Isaiah 11:2).
Why didn't He? That's simply because Trinitarianism is a diamond and
pearl in Christian theology. If it is given easily, one wouldn’t know the
true value, take it lightly, and be indifferent. This is human being's
innate limitation. A dog or a pig stamps and rips off the pearl because
it doesn't know the true value of a pearl (Matthew 7:6). Omniscient
God (Matthew 10:30) knows this very well that they would exactly be

like a pig or a dog that doesn’t know the value of the true treasures.

Surprisingly, so-called religious pluralists are trampling on
Trinitarianism and ripping apart Evangelists who persist in the
traditional biblical Trinitarianism. Just like Jesus prophesied (Matthew
24:23-28), this is part of an evangelical birth pang that must occur
before Jesus' Second Coming. Why did God permit the birth pang?
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Simply for us. Those who are against us are opponents. Jesus
purposefully allowed opponents to stimulate us to fixate our center

on Trinitarianism and Christology.

One would ask, ‘Is completely understanding Trinitarianism a
prerequisite for salvation?’ Certainly not. For the past two thousand
years of the Church Period, the majority of Christians who received
Special Grace (love from God in the form of eternal life by Jesus’ grace)
went to heaven without any problem. In short, there's no problem
going to heaven without knowing Trinitarianism. A Special Grace
through Jesus is enough for salvation. However, just because one
received the ‘extra-Special Grace' doesn't mean he has an eagle's eye
view. The majority of readers presumably have advanced their eye
views from that of a sparrow to an eagle, but that doesn’t change the
fact that they are baby eagles still in the nest, which will fly at any

minute.

So no pressure. Baby eagles are doing their best just by eating what
their parent eagles bring as food. Then God's kairos come, which is
the time to leave the nest with wings widely spread. Likewise, even if
we are still in the nest, no pressure. What we ought to do is eat well
and consume the nutrition brought up to us with great appetite.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for they will be filled”
(Matthew 5:6). Meanwhile, the parent eagle is responsible for bringing
up the unleavened natural food, or else the baby eagle will get sick,
turning into an unsound eagle. | pray that the rest of the Grace Series
we'll take a close look at will be unleavened natural food for all of

you.

28 ~ January



Likewise, once we grow up filled with God'’s words, God will grow us
into those with eight blessings (Matthew 5:3-12), progress us from the
spiritual level of adolescence to that of a young man, and to that of
a son (Matthew 5:9), and finally to that of one with an eagle’s eye
view, little by little. In addition, in extreme birthpang, we could remain
in peace because we see the big picture of the above world, this world,
and the above world, respectively. In addition, we would understand

the eight evils through the microscopic perspective.

That way, we could remain full in peace even when we are persecuted,
bullied, and neglected because of the name, Jesus (Matthew 5:10-11).
Peace never leaves us even when we are persecuted for being the salt
of this world. Only the light surrenders the Two Beasts, a powerful
dark force of these days in front of the messages we deliver. They
won't exert their power, but fear us, and run away from us because
we lucidly know the very final days of the Two Beasts (Revelation
19:20).

2023 January 20th
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Last time we studied the topic, Christianity God is the Trinity (Genesis
1:1, Mathew 28:19). Today, we will study the Trinity God, who is
elegant in character and style. This is a type of attribute that can never
be found in any gods in other religions. A comparison shouldn’t be

made with the Trinity God. Trinity God is incomparable.

Trinity God is love (1 John 4:8,9,16). They are love itself and the entity
of love. Each God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit is the love
itself with elegant character, which is why the Bible calls them ‘love'.
The Bible depicts the noun, ‘love’ as ahabah in Hebrew and agape in
Greek. This usage denotes ‘divine love’ as an unconditional, one-way
kind of love. The love of humans is undeniably conditional. Humans
simply can not love unconditionally. A divine love, also known as

unconditional love surpasses our human dimension.

Could we ever possibly fathom the greatness, depth, width, and height
of Godly love as creatures? No way. It is impossible because it is a
high-dimensional divine realm. How can we then grasp an idea of the
divine realm? God should break down the divine realm to our level of
dimensional understanding. Unless God shows us the dynamic love
relationship among the Trinity, there is no way we could ever possibly
know. Thankfully we have Paul, whom God showed the ‘divine love’ in

the perspective of us.
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Paul recorded the divine love in our level of understanding in
Corinthians chapter 13.

“Love is

(1) Patient, (2) Kind, (3) Does Not Envy, (4) Does Not boast,

(5) Not proud, (6) Not dishonor others, (7) Not self-seeking,

(8) Not easily angered, (9) Keeps No record of wrongs,

(10) Does Not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth,

(11) Always protects, (12) Always trusts, (13) Always hopes, and

(14) Always perseveres.

Before teaching, the Holy Spirit taught Paul of the nine gifts of the
Holy Spirit as written in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 as follows: “wisdom,
knowledge, faith, healing, miraculous powers, prophecy, distinguishing
between spirits, gift of tongues, and the interpretation of the gift of
tongues”. Aftermath, the Holy Spirit taught Paul to ask for a greater
gift than these nine gifts (1 Corinthians 12:31). The greater gift is the
‘gift of love’, an attribute of the Trinity God. The ‘gift of love’ is the
fourteen lists described above. That is an exact description of Trinity

God's dynamic love contextualized to our capability of understanding.

The Holy Spirit then taught Paul that the gift of fourteen lists of love
stands above the nine gifts (1 Corinthians 13:1-8). He continues that
we could apply the nine gifts to our lives but the above fourteen lists
of gifts can’t be sustained. Why is that? The gift of love is more noble
and refined. Although the Holy Spirit made it easy to understand the
love of gifts at our eye level, we can't completely follow them. Paul
was told that those fourteen lists of gifts are the contextualized phase

of dynamic love among the Trinity God on our eye level. However, we
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humans can't love like the Trinity God. In speaking of which, the Holy
Spirit gave us the Love Chapter in 1 Corinthians 13:1-13.

Then why did God give us the Love Chapter that we won't even be
able to keep up? The reason is that the Love Chapter is the subject to
study at the Creation’s Purpose School. Which educational purpose?
An education purpose that teaches what the characteristics of the
Trinity God are. And He tells us to resemble their personalities. Paul
was burdened when he got the message because he himself couldn't
completely embody the fourteen lists of Trinity's characteristics. It was

indeed a burdensome message for him to bear.

Paul was taught that the fourteen lists of love do not ever disappear.
They are Trinity God's character (1 Corinthians 13:8) and complete (1
Corinthians 13:10). Quite certain Paul must have been assured when
the Holy Spirit noted that ‘we (us) can not keep them in entirety. We
see things like a child and only know partially. When we go to heaven
we would see the Trinity God's awesomeness and watch and learn’ (1
Corinthians 13:8-12).

As students at the Creation’s Purpose School, we came to this world
to practice ‘agape’ love and to realize that it is impossible for us to
love such. Realizing our utter incapability is grace. We tend to go to
heaven after all those years of ‘selfish love'. Interestingly, we even use
the nine gifts for our own needs with selfish intentions; not much

different when lending a hand to those in desperate need.

That would explain our perpetual rudeness because we all are ego-

centric. We lack a loving heart for our neighbors. Those who shrewdly
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know that we, including myself, are selfish and deficit in loving hearts
for our neighbors by nature are truly wise (Psalm 111:10, Proverbs
9:10) and blessed with eight blessings (Matthew 5:3-12). The Holy
Spirit leads those types of people to resemble the fourteen kinds of
love, at least to the level of a child and in the vaguest form, tops. The
Holy Spirit leads us to confess our poorness in spirit and mourn
(Matthew 5:3-4) and humble us. Then when the time finally comes for
us to go to heaven, we would finally get to see the complete and the

perfect form of Trinity God's love.

There are several incidents where the Trinity God showed us the
relevance of awesome love. (1) the Father God upholds the Son,
respects each other, and is never rude to each other as shown to John
the Baptist (Matthew 3:17) and Peter, Jacob, and John (Matthew 17:5).
In reverse, (2) the Son treating the Father God the same way was
shown to His disciples (Matthew 28:18, John 5:27, John 6:37-38, 14:28)
and Nicodemos (John 3:16). (3) The Son upholds the Holy Spirit
likewise was also shown to His disciples at the Last Supper (John
14:16-17:26). The Son again shows Him endorsing the Holy Spirit
before ascension (Acts 1:8). (4) Likewise, God the Holy Spirit again
bolsters the Son (Acts 1:8). There is no way the disciples back then
had understood the ‘awesome dynamic-love relationship among

Trinity God'. (Please refer to my sermon for specifics).

By and large, we are worshiping the ‘awesome Trinity God'. This is an
apparent distinction between Christianity and other religions. They are
substantially different. Meanwhile, we can tell that Modalism is
certainly unbiblical. The dynamic love of Trinity God melts our rigid

hearts through the wave of affection that never leaves us. Despite
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knowing it's impossible, it stirs us to echo the Trinity's love. That way,
each of us benefits from the common good (1 Corinthians 12:7). We
become truly happy while living in this world and are released from
stress. How much we resemble the Trinity God's characters determines
the range of sanctification. It also determines our status quo in the
Above World and by doing so, we are respected and loved by God in
the Above World.

We also benefit from This World with the blessings described in Psalm
91. We are treated with nobility by the children of God. Satan fears to
come near us. We become powerful evangelists. We are filled with
wisdom and knowledge. We fear God. We can discern time and
generation. Our eye view extends to an eagle's eye view. We are titled
as Jesus' disciples. We join the group of remnants. God would give us
the worldview of Romans 8:28. We would become thankful in every
circumstance at all times. We would be clothed in grace, mercy, and

peace (1 Timothy 1:2)

Although we are fatigued and incomplete, if we practice Trinity God's
fourteen kinds of love of gifts, we would be given an advantage on
one condition. Practice should be done with poor spirit and in mourn
(Matthew 5:3-4). To have that kind of heart, we need grace (Romans
1:7) from Jesus Christ and Father God. | pray to God to bless all of us

with all this grace.

2023 January 28th
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February 2023

Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is Perfect.

Matthew 5:48



4 February 2023

This week’'s sermon is on ‘Be Perfect’ (Matthew 5:48), the fifth Grace
Series. In Greek, the phrase, ‘you should be perfect’ is written as
‘esesthe humeis teleioi'. It's an irrefutable order that one must have to
be perfect (teleioiin Greek). It is surely an overwhelming order for the
disciples to follow. The time Jesus commanded officially was before
He formally selected His disciples (Matthew 10:2-4). This was an order
made in Jesus' early ministry life, which the disciples could not fulfill.
| presume they have heard in one ear and let it out through the other

ear.

In the last series, we learned that we can not ever be perfect like the
Trinity God. We can't resemble Trinity God's embodiment of
characteristics, the fourteen lists of gifts (1 Corinthians 13:4-7). It is
impossible. The chances are, we try to be like Trinity God in the most
incomplete form, in the childish level, and then go to heaven (1
Corinthians 13:8-12). We would realize in heaven by seeing the Trinity
God loving each other in fourteen different ways. Finally, at that place,
we would learn the love and mimic their love. Heaven is truly a

community full of love.

A question. Why did Jesus command His disciples to “Be perfect,
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48), also
known as a paradoxical dogma knowing that we can't be perfect in
this world? Well, | think that was to make the disciples “poor in spirits”

(Matthew 5:3). In other words, that is to make us realize the fact that
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we can't be perfect by our own nature. We can not be perfect despite
all the effort and ability. It just can't and that's not how it works. The
more we try, we realize our incompetence. We are the beings who
should kneel before God. This kind of mindset is the ‘poor in spirit’

(Matthew 5:3) that Jesus wants us to learn via paradoxical command.

We naturally are bound to confess once our spirits become poor
(humble). In mourning (Matthew 5:4), we are yielded to lift both of
our hands high and kneel down before Jesus. “Help me Lord, | can't
do it on my own will. Please have your grace on me”. The Holy Spirit
brings out the humbleness to confess such and makes us realize that
Jesus is the one who is gracious to us. To teach us this lesson, Jehovah
(Jesus) gave Jewish the Law of Moses. A major reason He gave us the
Law of Moses was to teach that without Jesus' grace, one can't
become perfect on his own (Romans 3:20). Jesus' grace is embedded
in the Law of Moses (Luke 24:27, 44; John 5:39).

Jehovah God (Jesus) gave Moses the Ten Commandments (Exodus
20:3-17). This is the core of the Law of Moses, a vertical and horizontal
commandment. To Jewish, Jesus said that the vertical commandment
is the first and foremost the greatest commandment and the
horizontal commandment is the second-most important
commandment (Matthew 22:37-39). Jesus told His disciples who were
coming from a Jewish background, “Do not think that | have come to
abolish the Law of the Prophets; | have not come to abolish them but
to fulfill them” (Matthew 5:17).

Then Jesus also emphasized the importance of the Law of Moses to

the disciples.
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"Therefore, anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands
and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of
heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be
called great in the Kingdom of heaven. For | tell you that unless your
righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the
law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew
5:19-20). What is the core of this message? The Law of Moses is
definitely necessary and one could enter heaven if it's kept hundred
percent. A key requirement for salvation is in keeping the Law of

Moses for one hundred percent.

In the Early Church Period, Christians with a Jewish background made
considerable efforts to keep the Law of Moses for its entirety. James
(Jesus’ biological brother) was one of them. The Holy Spirit told him
that “for whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one
point is guilty of breaking all of it" (49 AD, Jacob 2:10) This is a
suggestive teaching from the Old Testament that there would not be
a single one who deserves to be saved by following the
commandments. This message surely stirred a wave of shock to James.
That's because he had been stressing the direct relevance between
salvation and keeping the Law of Moses, the so-called ‘by-work

salvationist'.

His so-called, 'by-work salvation teaching' taught based on “In the
same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead”
(49 AD, James 2:17). It seems apparent that James valued keeping the
Law of Moses and salvation equally even when writing the Book of
James. His Soteriology confused the Early Church. It appears James'
theology had changed at the Jerusalem Assembly (AD 49, Acts 15:13-
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29). Considering James was writing right before the assembly (AD 49),
it could be assumed that James left his ‘by-work salvation’ ideology
by that time.

After the Jerusalem Assembly, many apostles, including James aligned
their thoughts like Paul’s writing, "know that a person is not justified
by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ” (AD 49, Galatians
2:16). Paul once again confirmed this message as a fact when writing
the Book of Romans, “Therefore no one will be declared righteous in
God's sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we
become conscious of our sin” (AD 57, Romans 3:20). Paul reconfirmed
the statement at the Ephesus Church, “For it is by grace you have
been saved, through faith-and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift
of God, not by works, so that no one can boast” (AD 60-62, Ephesians
2:8-9). It underscores the fact that Christian salvation is not ‘by work'
because our good actions are like filthy rags to God (700 BC, Isaiah
64:6). As such, this was the Law and Grace ideology among apostles

of the Early Church and their soteriology.

In other words, we are not saved because we perfectly keep the Law
of Moses. We can not ever fulfill the Law of Moses in its entirety. It is
merely impossible. Saying that to be saved by abiding by the Law of
Moses is illogical. Salvation is never possible like that. Rather, we
realize we are the sinners of sinners (Romans 3:20). Therefore, we can
not be perfect before God via the Law of Moses and that's because,
as it's been repeatedly said, we can not keep the Law of Moses neither
completely nor perfectly. If one doesn’t know this fact, one would be
heavily burdened by an unbreakable chain of an unfulfillable Law of

Moses.
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Meanwhile, Judaism disciples were loaded with the Law of Moses
during the time of the Sermon on the Mount. To them, it was an
overwhelming burden. Jesus, ironically, taught these Jews even more
burdensome lessons at the Sermon on the Mount. Even just to think
about the lesson on top of all the heaviness those Jews were bearing,

it must have been like adding an insult and injury to them.

Jesus' teaching absolutely must have been unacceptable to them. It
must have sounded illogical, senseless, irrational, impersonal, and
inhumane to them. It is simply an uncontainable message, given the
fact that the Law of Moses was already onerous. What Jesus taught
them was so much more hefty than keeping the Law of Moses. It
could be compared to wearing a giant mountain on the back. Within
this regard, the Law of Moses is rather a light lower law. The lessons
Jesus was teaching were the Higher law, which is above the Law of
Moses. They are incomparably massive and demanding. Let's take a

look at the Higher Law in the following paragraphs.

Jesus classified the lessons of the Sermon on the Mountain into four
categories. (1) Murder (Matthew 5:21-26), (2) Adultery (Matthew 5:27-
30), (3) Divorce (Matthew 5:31-32), and (4) Oaths (Matthew 5:33-37).
To begin with (1) Murder, Jesus mentioned that the Law of Moses also
stresses to not murder (Exodus 20:13) or else one shall be subjected
to judgment (Matthew 5:21). However, the Higher Law that Jesus was
teaching at the moment is higher and much more meticulous than
the Law of Moses. “But | tell you that anyone who is angry with a
brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says

to a brother or sister, 'Raca,’ is answerable to the court. And anyone
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who says, 'You fool!" will be in danger of the fire of hell” (Matthew

5:21-26). This is the overall concept of the Higher Law.

In addition, as the majority would know already, there aren't many
murderers under the Law of Moses and just because somebody
committed a murder doesn't mean to kill every murderer (Exodus
21:23-25, Leviticus 24:20). They can save their lives once they enter
the City of Refuge (Numbers 35:1-34, Deuteronomy 4:41-49, 19:1-13).
However, the Higher Law doesnt work this way. Simply neglecting
neighbors or saying hurtful things is equivalent to committing murder
and sufficient to go to hell. This implies everyone has no choice, but

to go to hell. Not one is an exception.

The second law is about Adultery. Although the Law of Moses also
commands to not commit adultery (Exodus 20:4), the Higher Law
stipulates that even just looking at the woman with a heart of lustful
desire has already committed adultery. ‘If your right eye causes you
to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. Also, if your right hand
commits sin, you ought to cut off your right hand for it is better to
lose a part of your body than your whole body to be thrown into the
fire of hell’ (Matthew 5:27-30). If those words are true, every Christian
all around the world should already be missing hands and eyes to the

least to enter heaven or else would be sent straight to hell.

The third rule is on Divorce. Jesus reiterated that men could basically
throw away their wives by signing on a divorce paper, unilaterally
according to the Law of Moses if husbands want to (Deuteronomy
24:1-4), but the Higher Law forbids that. “...that anyone who divorces

his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the victim of adultery,
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and anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery”
(Matthew 5:31-32), and would be on a fast track to hell as a
consequence. Even if a man keeps the law of (1) Murder and (2)
Adultery perfectly, but fails on almost the last bit of the law of (3)

Divorce, he is straightway to be hell-bound.

The fourth law is the (4) Oath. Jesus brought up that according to the
Law of Moses, a false oath is forbidden (Leviticus 19:12), but according
to the Higher Law, an oath is regarded as binding a promise between
God. Therefore, a man shall not swear an oath at all, or else a man
would go to hell (Matthew 5:33-37). Even if a very righteous man could
almost avoid hell by completely fulfilling the above first, second, and
third law, a man is straightaway to hell if fails to keep the fourth law,
an Oath.

We have a question. Why did Jesus give us the four kinds of Higher
Law to us? What is the reason and purpose? That is to teach us that
we can not keep either the Higher Law or a subordinate law, the Law
of Moses (kindergarten level) with our sole ability and good deeds.
That is to teach us that including children of God, an entire race is
bound to go to hell by nature. This is known as 'total depravity’ by

Calvin. Humans can not save themselves.

| believe that disciples back in the time weren’t able to understand
Jesus' hidden message behind His lessons. Regardless, Jesus
straightforwardly taught us this truth whether they understood it or
not (Galatians 2:5,7,3:11). Yet, there is one message we are still
confounded by, which is “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father

is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). How could Jesus order a command like this
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to us, given the fact that humans are absolutely non-salvageable
beings on their own. This is indeed a paradoxical dogma. Why did

Jesus command an impracticable order to His disciples?

The order itself was adding its weight to those who had been suffering
long from heaviness by the Law of Moses. | believe that they must
have been burdensome while following Jesus by carrying a
‘paradoxical order of dogma’ on top of the Law of Moses. How do we
know this for a fact? In His very own words, Jesus said: “Come to me,
all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and
my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30). Jesus knew exactly that His
disciples were burdened by added weights.

Meanwhile, Jesus said reputable words to Jews following Him. “If you
hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know
the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:31-32). Who is the
truth? Jesus Himself (John 14:6). He is the one who frees His
burdensome disciples, suffering from heaviness (curse of the law) of

the Law of Moses and the Higher Law.

How does Jesus set free from the yoke? He covered Himself with the
curse of the law (a curse that we are bound to hell) on behalf of us at
the cross. The cross was the sole tool for being covered up with curses
(Deuteronomy 21:23). Right at the moment when Jesus was covered
with curses of God's predetermined children, Jesus screamed in
despair, "El, £li, lema sabachthani? (which means "My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?”)" (Psalms 22:1, Matthew 27:46). When
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was this God's forsaking Jesus incident planned? In Greek, the word
‘forsake’ is a verb that is written as ‘engkatelites’ (aorist simple past
tense), affirming that the incident was planned before Creation (1
Corinthians 2:7, Romans 16:25-26).

Jesus was designed to be cursed with the curse of law before Creation.
That is why the Bible calls Him a ‘redeemer’ (Galatians 3:13). He
granted us with non-compensable great grace. He is the headmaster
of the Creation Purpose School and we are the students. To teach us
the absoluteness and importance of the purpose of creation, He
designed the ‘curse of the law' before Creation. According to the
design, He gave us the Law of Moses and the Higher Law and even

commanded us to be perfect as Heavenly Father is perfect.

One would ask, why did Jesus command His disciples to keep not only
the Law of Moses, the Higher Law, but also ‘paradoxical dogma’ that
is impossible to keep? | think God was to teach children of God that
we are in definite need of Jesus' grace. We are the students learning
the absoluteness and the importance of the purpose of the creation.
Enrolled in the Creation Purpose School by the grace of the
headmaster, we are the citizens of heaven (Ephesians 2:19; Philippians
3:20) to be returned to our original hometown (Hebrews 11:16) after
we complete our education as foreigners and strangers (Hebrews
11:13; 1 Peter 2:11) at kairos (Ecclesiastes 3:1).

Then what would be the reason for Jesus' ordering us an impossible
‘paradoxical dogma'? | assume with certainty that is to have us
eternally not forget how great Jesus’ grace is even when we go to

heaven.
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We should not forget the time of our student days. We should not
forget that Jesus is the one who is praised and honored forever and
ever by all creations, including us (Revelation 4:11, 5:13). We should
also not forget that we are partners of Jesus’ purpose of creation
(Genesis 1:28). We should not forget our position as leaders is solely
by Jesus' grace. We should therefore live fully, remembering the grace
of Jesus, and fulfilling our entitled duties. This is the type of ‘superior
student’. That is why God ordered us the ‘paradoxical dogma'’ to train

us to be ‘superior students’.

2023 February 4th

2023 Columns of Thomas Hwang ~ 45



11t February 2023

Last week we studied the topic, 'Why did Jesus teach the Sermon on
the Mount? (Matthew 5:9, 45; 1 Corinthians 4:15)" and on ‘Be complete
(Matthew 5:48)" two weeks ago. What kinds of people are ‘perfect’?
Those who are set free from the Law of Moses and Higher Law. Jesus
took our yoke on behalf of us (Matthew 11:28-30). He covered himself
with the curse of the law that we were responsible for and became a
Redeemer (Psalm 22:1, Matthew 27:46, Galatians 3:13). He has set us
free (John 8:31-32). We have become the freed children of God, at last

(1 John 3:10). Solely by Jesus' grace, we have become ‘perfect’.

However, the majority of children of God who have been set free
somehow can't enjoy freedom. These are Christians with an Almanistic
mentality which emphasizes man's free will and human responsibility.
They are not keen on the fact that the Holy Spirit overrules and guides
our free will. They don't submit their free will to the Holy Spirit. They

regard doing so as irresponsible.

They emphasize individual effort, will, and responsibility. They
prioritize an individual's responsibility before the Holy Spirit. Deriving
from James 2:17, they underscore man's rationale and logic. Though
saved by Jesus' grace, they stress on human'’s responsibility. The
majority of Christians’ faith structure is alike. It appears to be fairly

popular logic and teaching.

46 ~ February



This is what a lot of YouTuber instructors teach these days, ‘believe
well, and let's be well-off. They get moderately favorable responses.
A lot of Christians say they are impressed and at times, non-Christians
comment positive reviews. They claim it helps in evangelizing. They
mainly teach how to live happily on this earth using seemingly
convincing logic and florid languages from the Bible. It is oftentimes
a wish of the majority of Christians. They are utterly impassive to the

fact that this world is the Purpose of Creation School.

They hope to believe in Jesus, have a rich life, and be well-off as their
most wanted wish. However, contrary to their wish, most of them go
to heaven leaving their sense of frustration behind. They believe to
have done their best but straightforwardly land in heaven carrying
heavy worldly baggage after all those years. They have lived such
tortuous lives. They have contributed considerable efforts to live by
the Bible, yet go to heaven after stressful and peaceless lives,
regardless of how much they tried to believe well and get well-off.
This exactly depicts most of our Christian dilemmas. However, | found

a solution in the Sermon on the Mount.

The Sermon on the Mount is written in Matthew chapters 5 to 7. This
is a teaching for Jesus’ few disciples. As always, His teaching is not
targeted at the majority. A core of His message is asymmetrical
teaching that it is impossible for us to become perfect like God the

Father with our human free will and effort without the grace of Jesus.
However, the sermon teaches that not all Christians realize the
importance of this grace, but only the ‘spiritual son’ (Matthew 5:9,45)

and ‘spiritual father’ do (1 Corinthians 4:15). Once reached this level,
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one could minimally understand the importance of grace to the
childish level and in the vaguest form. It is taught in the Sermon on
the Mount that most children of God are not quick to grasp the

importance of grace.

A spiritual father is responsible for giving birth and raising spiritual
children. He also realizes his indebtedness to Jesus' grace. He is the
kind of person who is the salt of the earth (Matthew 5:13,16). It's
important to note the order when saying ‘salt and the light’, not ‘light
and the salt’. He also penetrates the fact of the principle of life-saving
(John 12:24), and so actively participates in ‘evangelizing the Roman
Empire’ according to the principle, and in ‘evangelization of the world".
Jesus taught us the Sermon on the Mount to become this type of

mankind.

Jesus is the ‘salt and the light'. He has become the salt first, and dead
on the cross, shedding blood (Matthew 27:50). He resurrected on the
third day of his death (Matthew 28:6) and became the true light (John
1:9) by casting the darkness away. He has shown us the principle of
saving lives by setting himself as an example. “Very truly | tell you,
unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only
a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds” (John 12:24). Jesus
said it himself and fulfilled it himself. Jesus has been merciful by
‘offering grace to generations after generations’ and taught us the

Sermon on the Mount to have us deeply acknowledge the grace.
What is the function of the salt? It should first melt and die out
completely. That way, saltiness is delivered by being melted or else,

there would be no way of it being provided. The saltiness sustains
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living creatures’ lives, adds flavors, amplifies appetites, and preserves
food longer. Every living thing dies if they are in a deficit of sodium.

It could be seen as God's gift for life's sustenance factor.

Jesus became the salt and told His disciples to become ‘salt” as well.
However, not the salt of this world, but the salt of this earth. He noted
that it should be buried on the earth and melted there. As Jesus set
himself as an example, he went down to the lowest level of the grave.
He was later resurrected and became the light of the world. Before he
became the light, he was first the salt. This principle has been
implemented throughout the Early Church Period based on teaching

from the Sermon on the Mount.

There are largely six stages of spiritual growth for children of God.
) Spiritual Infant (nepios in Greek, 1 Corinthians 3:1)
) Spiritual children (paidion in Greek, Matthew 18:2)
3) Spiritual adolescent (teknion in Greek, John 13:33)
) Spiritual young man (neaniscos in Greek, 1 John 2:13)
) Spiritual son (Auios in Greek, Matthew 5:9,45)
(6) Spiritual father (paterin Greek, 1 Corinthians 4:15)
They are formed in a pyramid structure. The higher you go, the smaller

the niche it is.

Jesus challenged His disciples in the Sermon on the Mount, twice: "Be
the children of God" (Matthew 5:9, 45). He first challenged in the
seventh blessing while teaching on the eight blessings, "Blessed are
the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God” (Matthew
5:9).
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The second time Jesus challenged was after the lesson on the four
Higher Laws (Matthew 5:21-37). He also gave ten kinds of virtues to
become the son of God (Matthew 5:39-47). Those virtues are difficult
and nearly impossible to achieve. He then added in a commanding
tone, "Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect”
(Matthew 5:48), which is an order of ‘paradoxical dogma’. How could
anyone become perfect who struggles at the stage of trying to be
titled as ‘son of God' and not even closer to the level of ‘spiritual

father'?

We have a question. Why did Jesus ‘command’ an unfeasible request
to His unprepared disciples? It almost feels very forthcoming that even
appears slightly disrespectful to ‘command’ disciples who haven’t been
too long since they and Jesus have gotten to know each other.

Moreover, it was before they were officially appointed as disciples.

| personally think Jesus single-handedly and purposefully commanded
regardless if they listened and understood. He said the things had a
bigger picture in his mind that they would finally come to an
understanding on the site of Roman Empire evangelization, which

would come soon in the vaguest and the most childish form.

Jesus knew and designed beforehand that they would confess
someday, ‘A-ha! What a grace to have so many spiritual children in
the Roman Empire by God really teaching us to the level of spiritual
father! It was only yesterday we couldn’t even come close when we
tried to follow the order at the Sermon on the Mount!". Having this
picture in His mind, | affirmably believe Jesus commanded the order

of ‘paradoxical dogma’.
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They were used as evangelizing tools for the Roman Empire
evangelization. By their disciples, the 5th Patriarch was established as
follows: Diocese Roman, Diocese of Constantinople, Diocese of
Antioch, Diocese of Jerusalem, and Diocese of Alexandria. They
became a big tree and produced many seeds (John 12:24). The
disciples probably are confessing in heaven that these outcomes are
not because they worked hard on their well-maneuvered free will.
Rather their righteous acts were nothing but filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6)

How could they confess so in heaven? That's because they have
realized the teaching of the Sermon on the Mount, which is it is by
Jesus' grand grace they have become righteous and not by their
righteous acts. This is not only the disciples’ confession, but all of the
disciples who have gone up to heaven. They are big debtors of Jesus’
grand grace. John was shown the scene in which all of them thank
Jesus, and praise Jesus in honor and respect (Revelation 4:11, 5:13).
This scene is recurring even till this very moment. We would join them
once we get to heaven. The blessed are those who practice it every

day while living in this world.

2023 February 11th
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Last week’s sermon was on ‘Why did Jesus teach the Sermon on the
Mount to only his four disciples’ (Matthew 4:17-5:2). When we think
of it in general terms, we know that Jesus taught His twelve disciples.
However, the truth revealed after a close reading of the Bible that
Jesus gave the lecture to four of His disciples, not twelve. Those four
disciples were John's sons (John 21:15), Peter and Andrew (Matthew
4:18), and James and John, the sons of Zebedee (Matthew 4:21). Both
households were coming from fishing backgrounds (Matthew 4:18-22;
Luke 5:1-11).

Though Jesus was born in Bethlehem (Luke 2:1-7), He lived in
Nazareth, the north coast of Galilee for thirty years. His dad Joseph
was a carpenter (Matthew 13:55) and so was Jesus (Matthew 6:3). Jesus
also had four legal brothers (James, Joseph, Simon, and Judah) and
younger sisters (Matthew 13:55-56). However, they did not share
blood with Jesus. They were just legal family members. Then who were
Jesus’ real families? Jesus said, “For whoever does the will of my Father
in heaven [spiritual family] is my brother and sister and mother [God's
predestined children] ” (Matthew 12:46-50)

Jesus lived a rather normal life for thirty years with His legal family
members in Nazareth. Joseph and Mary only ambiguously knew who
Jesus really was (Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 2:8-40), but the Bible depicts
that they had no idea who Jesus really was even when Jesus turned

to a very tender age of twelve (Luke 2:41-51). Rather they marveled
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at kid Jesus (Luke 2:33). However, His mother always treasured Him

and cherished an angel Gabriel's words in her heart (Luke 2:19,51).

Meanwhile, Jesus' legal brothers and sisters would have merely
thought of Jesus as no other than a brother living under the same
roof, making a living as a carpenter. | believe that parents did not
explain about Jesus in depth to their families, which probably explains
why they didn't accompany Jesus for three years of His ministry life.

Unlike His disciples, they didn't think of Jesus as anything special.

It is presumed that they became Christians after Jesus was resurrected.
This could be seen by the twelve disciples, including Peter dedicating
James, the oldest brother of Jesus, as a chief leader of the Jerusalem
church (AD 49; Acts 15:13-18). He is the one who wrote the Book of

James (AD 49). James called Jesus, his brother in flesh to his disciples.

As he continued to describe Jesus as his God, his Lord (Jehovah), Jesus
(Savior), and Christ (the one anointed) and explained himself as,
“James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ” (James 1:1).
James basically confessed that Jesus is Jehovah God regardless of the
fact that he lived with Jesus under the same roof, as described in the
Old Testament, which was truly an astonishing confession because his
fourth brother, Jude also confessed the same as his brother (Jude 1:1,
AD 80). James more so because these words were coming from no

other than Jesus' legal brothers in flesh.
While Jesus was living a private life in Nazareth for thirty years with
His family, He did not reveal His identity to His family members. Thirty

years of His life at Nazareth was also known as Chronos prepping His
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three years of publicized ministry life (Ecclesiastes 3:1). The first thirty
years of His life were truly a long solitary time for Jesus. It was the
time Jesus built up His relationship with the Holy Spirit, served by
angels, and had deep conversations with God the Father every day,
more than He did with His family members who were not quite up to

His standard of having the conversation.

By the time Jesus (kairos, Ecclesiastes 3:1) was about to start his three
years of public ministry life, there were two requirements to be
fulfilled. The first was being baptized by John the Baptist and the
purpose was to reveal Jesus to Israel (John 1:31). Also that was to
teach John the Baptist, who was coming from a Judaism background,
of the Trinity and Christology. At the scene of baptism, the Trinity God
appeared to John the Baptist (Matthew 4:16-17).

However, that wasn't enough for him to be certain of Jesus’ identity.
Afterward, he went to jail (Matthew 4:12) with remaining doubts about
Jesus. He eventually sent his disciples to Jesus with questions to be
answered, which Jesus did give answers and sent them back (Matthew
11:1-7). Since then, John the Baptist has affirmed Jesus' identity. By
that time, John the Baptist fulfilled his vocation at Kairos by finally
having his head cut off by Herod (Matthew 14:10).

The second requirement was the forty days of fasting and teaching
Satan the identity of a hundred percent human Jesus. If the first
requirement was to teach John the Baptist, the second one was to
teach Satan. Guided by the Holy Spirit, Jesus fasted for forty days in
the southern desert of Judea. As soon as Jesus finished his forty-day

fasting task, Satan, a vice principal of Creation Purpose School,
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appeared and so the teaching to Satan began. Satan tempted a
hundred percent human Jesus, who had emptied the divinity
(Headmaster, the Son of Man; John 3:13), three times. This was

obviously not a coincidence, but God's delicate unfolding of design.

At that moment, Jesus, as a hundred percent human, taught Satan
that just because He is a hundred percent human doesn’'t mean His
divine entity had gone away. He was still Satan’s Lord, Master, and
Yahweh God (Matthew 4:7). Jesus commanded, “Away from me, Satan!
Worship the Lord Your God, and serve Him only” (Matthew 4:10). Right
then, Satan immediately realized that Jesus in the form of a thirty-
year-old human was not a weak human figure as He appeared and
left abruptly (Matthew 4:11).

Thus, Jesus precisely taught Satan where his place stands. Though His
divinity is emptied and came as a hundred percent human, Jesus
exactly had Satan understand that he is still in His hand (Matthew
28:18, John 3:35). Therefore, Jesus taught the two important lessons
to John the Baptist and Satan before He officially started his public
ministry life. The disciples to be appointed in the future should have
known about them as well shortly. These lessons were so-called
prerequisites before He entered into His three years of public ministry

life.

Meanwhile, Jesus heard that John the Baptist had been imprisoned
(Matthew 4:12), in accordance with Jesus' design. Jesus sensed that
His vocation was about to be fulfilled, which also means His kairos
had come. He left the desert of Judea and headed to his hometown,

Nazareth only to be harshly rejected (Luke 4:16-30), exactly like the
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verse that "a prophecy is not without honor except in his own town,
among his relatives and in his own home” (Mark 6:4). According to
prophecy Isaiah (Isaiah 9:1-7), Jesus left His hometown Nazareth and
settled in Capernaum (Matthew 4:13-16), a designated Jesus’' public

ministry center.

Since then, Jesus' ministry life has officially begun at Capernaum. He
started teaching about heaven (Church Period) (Matthew 4:17). He also
cast an impure spirit from the possessed man at the Jewish synagogue,
while pointing to Jesus as “the Holy One of God" (Luke 4:34). This was
Jesus’ teaching of what real Jesus' identity is to Jewish through the
demon. As planned, news about Jesus spread throughout the

surrounding area (Luke 4:37), all as Jesus designed.

Meanwhile, John the Baptist saw Jesus at Capernaum. John told his
two disciples what Jesus’ identity was, “Look, the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world!" (John 1:29,36). Those two disciples
were Andrew and John. They were deeply astonished to finally
encounter the awaited '‘Messiah’. Andrew ran to his brother, Simon,
and said that he saw the Messiah and brought Simon with him to

Jesus (John 1:42). | believe Jesus must have been very pleased.

Interestingly, Jesus gave Simon (meaning answered in Hebrew) a new
name, which was Cephas (a stone in Hebrew) (John 1:42). All this
happened when they first met each other. Long after Simon had
officially become a disciple, he changed his name from Cephas to
Peter (Petros in Greek, meaning a stone, Matthew 16:18) in Caesarea
Philippi. Jesus had in mind that Simon would become a Roman Empire

missionary. To sum up, the two disciples of John the Baptist, Andrew
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introduced his brother, Peter, and John introduced his brother James

to Jesus, which was all led by little brothers.

Thus, the two-brother group (four brothers in total) continued their
career, fishing after meeting Jesus. One other day, they had drawn a
blank after all day and night effort to catch fish. They returned to the
shore and washed off the net, just as Jesus boarded Simon’s ship.
Jesus had them throw the net into deeper water and filled the two
boats with loads of fish. At that moment, Simon Peter fell at Jesus’
knee and so did coworkers James and John one after another. Jesus
ordered them to become fishers of men. Surprisingly, they obeyed
immediately by accompanying Jesus leaving their parents, ships, and
nets behind (Matthew 4:18-25; Luke 5:1-11). And there it all began

with the four people.

One should note that all these happened before they were even
officially appointed as members of the twelve disciples, which occurred
way later (Matthew 10:2-4, Luke 6:12-16). They weren't official
members of Jesus' disciples back in the time. Jesus took them
northwest of Capernaum, the Mountain of Beatitudes, and taught the
renowned Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:1-2). The content is only
recorded in Matthew 5-7. Jesus came down from the mountain as
soon as He finished the Sermon (Matthew 8:1) and healed the servant
of the centurion (Matthew 8:5-13). Jesus continued to heal Peter's
mother-in-law as well (Matthew 8:14-15). That definitely must have
been a great help for Peter and his wife. Once again, all these
happened before any one of the disciples was appointed as Jesus'

twelve disciples.
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Luke 6:20-45 also records a similar Sermon on the Mount in the Book
of Matthew. Some say that what is written in Luke is equivalent to that
in Sermon on the Mount, but that is not true. The time period is vividly
different. That happened almost right after Jesus appointed the twelve
disciples (Luke 6:12-16) on a level place, also called 'Sermon on a
Level' (Luke 6:17). Though it looks like Sermon on the Mount, the
content and the structure of a sentence are evidently different. Jesus
restructured the Sermon on the Mount delivered to the four brothers

in a simplified version to the twelve disciples.

We have a question. Why did Jesus teach the complex Sermon on the
Mount in advance to the four brothers? They weren't officially disciples
back then and weren't even equipped spiritually to understand the
high and deep spiritual lessons. | think that they were the core
members in leading the evangelizing of the Roman Empire. They were
the ones who ought to wear the spirituality and virtues of the Sermon
on the Mount. Though not perfect (Matthew 5:48), they were the ones
who needed Jesus’ grace and had to do their best to have such a level

of spirituality and character.

Pretty sure they went to heaven failing to perfectly achieve the lessons
from the Sermon on the Mount. They probably had followed in the
most fragmented way, more like a childish level of understanding. |
believe they finally understood the messages on the Sermon on the
Mount and agape love (1 Corinthians 13:4-7) in heaven (1 Corinthians
13:9-12). They definitely were not saints, but certainly Jesus’ disciples

by His grace.
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However, in the midst of all these, the Roman Catholic Church, Eastern
Orthodox Church, and Anglican Church saint-washed them for their
own benefit. They created theologies about ’‘saint-worship’ and 'saint
mediator’. On top of all these, they added their names on buildings,
churches, hospitals, schools, and people. It sort of became Christian
culture. The four brothers in heaven probably must be regretting,
guilty, and feeling sorry to Jesus even till this very day about the fact
that they hadn't left on their will to not do such things to children of
God.

Also, given the fact that churches are even misusing their names like
described above, they must be touched and thankful for Jesus'
unconditional grace despite them not only coming to heaven without
even perfectly keeping the lessons from the Sermon on the Mount
but also becoming martyrs, specifically hand-picked by Jesus to be His
disciples. Therefore, they probably are praising and honoring Jesus

with all other creatures at this very moment (Revelation 4:11, 5:11-12).

So are we. We aren't properly keeping the lessons from the Sermon
on the Mount and so do children of God around us. Those who know
that there is no need to “speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and
pay no attention to the plank in your own eye” are truly wise (Matthew
7:1-5). We all are aware that we go to heaven in incomplete forms
and so were the four brothers. That's what made the four brothers
humble because they mourned the fact that they couldn't keep up
with the eight blessings, ten virtues, and a virtue of love (Matthew
5:4). They went to heaven by keeping up with all those to the

minimum level and childish form (1 Corinthians 13:8-12).
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We will go to heaven in incomplete forms like them sometime in the
future and so do deficient children of God around us. Therefore, we
should always live poor in spirit, mourning in prayer. The Holy Spirit
guides them. Not only that, the Holy Spirit embraces, helps,
encourages, consoles, and raises to become a great person. Once led
by the Holy Spirit, one becomes with the perspective of an eagle, the
true wise, and a pure bride. One would find himself with Jesus’ grace

and peace.

2023 February 18th
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Last week's sermon was on "Why did God prepare John the Baptist?”
(Luke 1:5-25). John the Baptist was the last prophet in the Old
Testament era, yet the most notable figure in the times of the Old
Testament (Matthew 11:11). Jesus told His twelve disciples that John
the Baptist was the most eminent person more than any other ones
depicted in the Old Testament.

There were a number of distinctions that made John the Baptist stand
out amongst notable figures in the Old Testament. (1) He lived at the
same time as Jesus and was a peer of Jesus (though John the Baptist
was six months older than Jesus; Luke 1:26). (2) A mother of John the
Baptist, Elizabeth, and Jesus’ mom, Mary are relatives (though exact
relationship is unknown; Luke 1:36). (3) A father of John the Baptist,
Zechariah, a high priest, was visited by an angel Gabriel and was
notified of the birth of his son (Luke 1:5-25). (4) On the sixth month
Elizabeth was impregnated with John the Baptist, Gabriel visited Mary
and noticed her of Jesus’ birth (Luke 1:26-38). (5) Impregnant with
Jesus, Mary was encouraged by Elizabeth for three months and
returned to her hometown, Nazareth (Luke 1:39-56). (6) Not long after,
John the Baptist was born (4 BC; Luke 1:57-79).

After John the Baptist was born, he lived a life of nazilite (Numbers
6:2), not even drinking either wine or liquor (Luke 1:15). Until he
appeared publicly in Israel, he lived solitarily in the wilderness (Luke
1:80). He wore clothes made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around

his waist, and ate locusts and wild honey (Mark 1:6), just as exactly
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prophesied 400 years ago in Malachi (Malachi 4:5). John was more
and more clothed in Elijah’s (850 BC) spirit and power (Luke 1:17).

This was before Jesus' public ministry life (AD 30, age of 30). John the
Baptist started shouting, "Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight
paths for Him" (Mark 1:3), which was prophesied by the prophet Isaiah
almost 700 years ago (Isaiah 40:3). Isaiah prophesied the appearance
of John the Baptist. This was definitely not coincidental, but a design
of Jehovah (Jesus).

According to Jehovah's design, John the Baptist called out, | am not
the Christ. “After me comes the one more powerful than |, the straps
of whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and unite. | baptize
you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit [baptism
not for salvation, but for power and ministry]” (Mark 1:7-8). At this
time, Jesus, who led a quiet life as a carpenter in His hometown
Nazareth, started to make an appearance to the crowds. Following
Judaism'’s tradition, Jesus was baptized with water in front of the crowd
by John the Baptist (Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11).

We have a question. Why would Jesus need John the Baptist? Why
would John the Baptist have to straighten the path of almighty Jesus?
(Genesis 17:1, Revelation 15:3) Wouldn't it be sufficient for Jesus alone
without any help to call out He is the Messiah (Christ, Savior)? Yes, of
course. Jesus could have done it without the help of John. Then why
did Jesus have John the Baptist to take the lead?

That's because of human nature's limitedness. Regarding the matter,
Jesus said, "If | testify about myself, my testimony is not true. There is
another who testifies in my favor, and | know that his testimony about

me is true” (John 5:31-32). Jesus shrewdly penetrated human weakness
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and so raised people like John the Baptist, the son of a high priest
who was royal, spoke the same language, and was bound in culture
and religion, so that people would be convinced. Thus, John
contextualized on the same eye level as Jews and testified Jesus for
the sake of Jews. This is a pure act of respect and an expression of

love (1 Corinthians 13:4-7). Our Jesus is kind and delicate.

So John the Baptist called out, “after me comes the one who will
baptize with the Holy Spirit”. According to his prophecy, Jesus granted
baptism not with water but granted the Holy Spirit to His disciples
after resurrection (John 20:22; for salvation). This Holy Spirit was not
equivalent to the Holy Spirit baptism, but it was for salvation. For three
years accompanying Jesus, the disciples weren't saved, which was
before the crucifixion. After the resurrection, Jesus appeared to them
and delivered the Great Commission (John 20:21), “And with that He
breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:22). The
disciples were saved at last and became the children of God (Romans
8:16, 1 John 3:9-10).

For this reason, the disciples were finally saved. However, Jesus wasn't
satisfied yet. He had them bear the burden of ‘Roman evangelization’.
For forty days after the resurrection, Jesus delivered His disciples the
Great Commission of Jesus Christ for as many as five times, which
proved the heftiness of the mission, Roman evangelization. The order
goes (1) Luke 24:47, (2) Mark 16:15, (3) Matthew 28:19-20, (4) John
20:21, (5) Acts 1:8 (the day of Ascension).

The Great Commission that Jesus delivered was Roman Evangelization,

an extremely heavy burden. Not everyone who is saved can bear the
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burden, so Jesus only had a few disciples to bear it. This is definitely
not a kind of vocation that applies to every child of God. The majority
of children of God are saved and go to heaven after a pleasant life in
this world when their time comes. God doesn’t have them bear a
heavy Great Commission, but He does to His disciples, which is the

Roman Evangelization and World Evangelization.

How could they bear the burden of an onerous mission, ‘Roman
Empire Evangelization'? One’s will alone surely would not do. It's way
too heavy. One must need Jesus' active help. Knowing that, Jesus
promised way beforehand at the Lord’'s Supper (before disciples were
saved; John 14:16) that He would help. Of course, it is very less likely
that disciples knew what He meant back then. The promise was as it
goes, “And | will ask the Father, and He will give you another [a//los in
Greek] advocate [Holy Spirit, not for salvation, but Paracletos in Greek,
meaning the Helper] to help you and be with you forever” (John

14:16). This is God's promise to lighten the heavy burden off them.

The day of receiving the paracletos had finally come. Jesus told His
disciples that they would receive the promised paracletos on the day
of Ascension (the 40th day since resurrection). Jesus gave commands
to His disciples, “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my
Father promised (43 days ago, on the day of Lord’s Supper), which
you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in
a few days, you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit" (Acts 1:4-5).
And He continued, delivering the fifth Great Commission, “But you will
receive power [dunamis in Greek] when the Holy Spirit [paracletos]

comes on you [weary and burdened]; and you will be my witnesses
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[martures in Greek] in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

Receiving the promised 'Paracletos’ (baptism with the Holy Spirit)
grants power and the heavy burden would feel lighter because one
would be sharing the yoke with Jesus (Matthew 11:28-30), as Jesus
promised (Matthew 28:19-20). The disciples realized that Roman
Evangelization was not them doing it, but Jesus and they were merely
tagging along by grace. Same with foreign missionary work we're
doing. Jesus is working on it on His very own and we are tagging

along by grace. Therefore, we are grateful and could remain in peace.

On the Passover, 120 people received the promised Paracletos
(baptized with the Holy Spirit) (Acts 1:15-2:4). Among 120 people,
Peter, Andrew, James, and John were included and so the Jerusalem
Church (Acts 2:42-47,6:1-7) and Antioch Church (Acts 11:19-30) were
established. These are the churches that received the grace of tagging
along and so the Roman Empire evangelization began (Acts 13:1-
28:31). According to John the Baptist's prophecy (Mark 1:7-8), Roman
Empire evangelization would have been possible because of baptism

by the Helper.

John the Baptist had quite a number of disciples. The two core
members were Andrew and John (John 1:35,40). John the Baptist told
His two disciples, as Jesus was passing by them, “Look, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29,36). “When the
two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus” and spent that
day with Jesus (John 1:37-39). This was a pivotal historical moment,

the early unfolding era of the New Testament.
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Andrew was so ecstatic about seeing Jesus that the first thing he did
was to tell his very own brother, Simon (Cephas, and then named
Peter; Matthew 16:18) that he met the Messiah (John 1:40-42).
Probably John also told his brother, James. Now there were a total of
four who had come to know about Jesus. The four went fishing
afterward, obeyed Jesus' calling, and started to follow Jesus and
became so-called fishers of the men (Luke 5:1-11; Matthew 4:18-22).
Afterwards, Jesus directly called Philip and Philip introduced Nathaniel
to Jesus (John 1:43-51).

Meanwhile, Jesus heard about the imprisonment of John the Baptist
after Jesus fasted for 40 days and was tempted by Satan (Matthew
4:12). Jesus went straight to Galilee to begin His public ministry life
almost immediately after He heard the news of John's imprisonment.
Shortly stopping by His hometown, Nazareth, He moved His steps
toward the destined ministry center, Capernaum (Matthew 4:13-16),
and began His three public ministry life. Selecting His twelve disciples,
Jesus let them experience evangelizing by sending them off to nations
(Matthew 10:2-42).

While in jail, John the Baptist still had remaining doubts about Jesus,
which made him send his disciples to Jesus with questions to be
answered. Jesus responded, “.. Blessed is anyone who does not
stumble on account of me"” (Matthew 11:2-6). Jesus also taught the
crowd that was with Him of John the Baptist like the following, "Truly
| tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone
greater than John the Baptist, yet whoever is least in the kingdom of

heaven [Church Period] is greater than he” and Jesus also mentioned
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that John the Baptist is the last prophet of the Old Testament era and
he is the Elijah who was to come (Matthew 11:7-14).

From that time on, Jesus taught disciples of ‘Mystery of Heaven (7,000
years of this world, a mystery of Creation Purpose School)’ (Matthew
13:11) by referencing seven parables (Matthew 13:1-50). Hearing the
rumor, Herod cut John's head off, a moment of martyrdom (Matthew
14:1-12). With the diploma of Mystery of Heaven, the incident implied

the end of John the Baptist’s vocation.

John the Baptist was the temporary bridge connecting the Old
Testament era and the New Testament era. This could be proven by
his crying out, "He made Himself nothing by taking the very nature of
a servant, being made in human likeness” (Philippians 2:7), the Son of
Man, a hundred percent man (John 3:13), who came to this world.
John also described Jesus as “the lamb of God, who takes away the
sin of the world” (John 1:29), an evident action as a living bridge. Jesus'
First Coming must have been truly nothing but an unbelievable shock
to Jews, considering Nazareth-born and low-class carpenter would be
their Messiah. From God’'s standpoint, He needed one who could
mitigate the shock and that was John the Baptist so that Jesus could

soft-land.

There are several necessary virtues the mitigator should meet, which
is the spirit and power of Elijah (Luke 1:17). Elijah (850 BC) was a saint
and one of very few Israelites who did not serve other gods. He was
the one who had been poured with the spirit and power of remnants
(Isaiah 1:9; Romans 11:5). He didn't worship idols (1 Kings 18:19). He

didn't serve two masters (Matthew 6:24). For these reasons, he was
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hated, bullied, and abjectly disadvantaged by fellow children of God
(1 Kings 18:1-19:21). Paul experienced the same just as Elijah (Romans
11:1-5).

Being persecuted likewise is Jesus' life-saving principle and design
(John 12:24). For Paul was the salt for Roman Evangelization, such
persecution was necessary (Matthew 5:13). God does not neglect or
abandon the dead salt caused by persecution. On top of the salt, God
gifts the Helper (Holy Spirit baptism) on top of the dead salt. The
power revives within it (Acts 1:8). The power of Jesus, who became the
true light rests upon the dead salt (John 1:9). The dead salt finally
transfers to ‘light’. Jesus’ light revives within it and becomes the light
of the world (Matthew 5:14). This is the light that embraces the name
of Jesus (Matthew 28:19, John 16:23), which chases the darkness away.
Evangelization would not stop in the Roman Empire but would occur

worldwide.

One should underscore that to be light, becoming salt takes
precedence (Matthew 5:13-16). If you readers are appointed to be life-
savers, Jesus has you go through the process of becoming the salt
and light. There is no way out (non-escapable in the firsthand).
However, no need to worry for we know that Jesus always has the
‘remnants’ (companions with Elijah’s spirit and power; encouragers)
around us for us, which Jesus told both Elijah and Paul (Romans 11:1-
5).

You all readers are ‘small John the Baptists’ at this time of birth pang.
You all are called to prepare for a soft land of Jesus’' Second Coming;
called to shout Jesus' Second Coming at wilderness (wilderness of

birth pang). You all bear the heavy burden of harvest; which Jesus is
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carrying with us. For us to successfully carry our vocation, Jesus helps
us with the Holy Spirit baptism and the Helper every day within God's
word and prayer. Due to Jesus' unfathomable grace, we are merely
tagging along on the level of John the Baptist at this time of Jesus’

Second Coming

Jesus said that even the smallest Christians in the New Testament era
are bigger than John the Baptist (Matthew 11:11). This is all because
we are Christians after the Crucifixion. We hold the keys to heaven
(Matthew 16:18). We spread God's Word in the name of Jesus and
have the power and authority to let evangelists to heaven (Matthew

18:18, Romans 10:15). The key was not given to John the Baptist.

However, Jesus did give the key to heaven to John the Baptist's two
disciples, Andrew and John, and of course to Peter (Matthew 16:18).
With the help of Paracletos (Holy Spirit baptism) in the New Testament
era, they expanded their ministry in the Roman Empire, but John the

Baptist (baptized with water) couldn't.

Likewise, we hold the keys to heaven. We are greater men than John
the Baptist. For the last harvest, we would do greater things than John
the Baptist. Therefore, we urgently need the help of Paracletos
(baptism with the Holy Spirit). With daily prayers, we ought to
successfully carry the responsibilities of harvesters before Jesus'

Second Coming.

2023 February 25th
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March 2023

As Jesus was waking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two
boothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew,
They were casting a net into the lake, for they
were fishermen. "Come, follow me", Jesus
said, "and I will send you
out to fish for people.”

Matthew 4:18-20



In today's column, we will talk about why Andrew was not a member
of the Trio, which includes Peter, James, and John (Mark 5:37; Matthew
17:1, 26:37). Through the previous column, we learned that Andrew
was at the top of the four. He was one of John the Baptist's

representative disciples composed of Andrew and John (John 1:40).

He was the very first person to spread the message that Jesus was the
Messiah to his friends and families (his own brother, Peter). He
couldn’t stand to not pass along the news of the Messiah, a clear
demonstration of him as an avid activist. He introduced his very own
brother, Peter to Jesus (Matthew 4:18-20; John 1:40-42). Their father
was John (John 21:15). Whom to act as the first person to start of the

Early Church was Andrew.

Afterward, a disciple of John the Baptist, John (Andrew’s best friend)
introduced his brother James to Jesus (Matthew 4:21-22). A father of
James and John was Zebedee (Matthew 4:21). Now, there were the
members of the four (Matthew 4:18-22) that were formed before they
were officially appointed as Jesus' disciples (Matthew 10:2-4).

We have a question. During Jesus’ public ministry, He accompanied
the trio, excluding Andrew. The fact was recorded on three different
occasions in the Bible as follows. (1) When Jesus was visiting the house
of a synagogue leader to save his daughter (Mark 5:37). (2) When
Jesus was climbing up the Mountain Tabor (Matthew 17:1). (3) When
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Jesus was praying in the Garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26:37).
Especially a difficult part to understand was when Jesus was visiting
Jairus. Mark recorded, "He did not let anyone follow him except Peter,
James, and John the brother of James” (Mark 5:37). According to the
scripture, it seemed that Jesus did not want Andrew to be with the
rest three of them. It's a question that remains why Jesus would

exclude an ace disciple, Andrew.

We ought to know the reasons behind it by grasping chapters 5 to 14
of the Book of Matthew in order, at least for vague understanding.
The order goes, (1) Matthew Chapter 5 to 7 of Sermon on the Mount,
(2) Chapter 8 that includes Jesus' curing the man with leprosy, healing
the centurion's servant, healing Peter's mother-in-law, and calming the
surging wave, calling of Matthew, curing a woman who had been
subject to bleeding, a daughter of synagogue leader, Jairus, and two
blinds. (4) Chapter 10 includes Jesus appointing and sending out the
twelve disciples throughout Israel. (5) Chapter 11 includes John the
Baptist sending out his disciples to Jesus to reaffirm that Jesus is the
Messiah. (6) Chapter 12 includes a confirmation that Jesus is the Lord
of the Sabbath, the healing of a man with a shriveled hand, the
Pharisees’ conspiracy to assassinate Jesus, the casting of demons, and
the sign of Jonah. (7) Chapter 13 includes Jesus' seven parables of the
Mysteries of Heaven. (8) Chapter 14 includes the death of John the
Baptist (the end of Old Testament, 14:1-12), a miracle, Five Loaves and
Two Fish (14:15-21), and Jesus’ walking on the water (14:22-33). These

are the chronological order of Matthew from chapters 5 to 14.

We need to take a close look into the miracle Five Loaves and Two

Fish because Andrew is mentioned. All four Books of the Gospel

2023 Columns of Thomas Hwang ~ 73



recorded the miracle Five Loaves and Two Fish (Matthew 14:13-21,
Mark 6:32-44, Luke 9:10-17, John 6:5-14). Out of all the records, only
John (Andrew’s best friend) documented that Andrew was related to
the miracle, Five Loaves and Two Fish. However, Matthew, Mark, and
Luke did not record it. Once we realize God's hidden message behind
the miracle, Five Loaves, and Two Fish, we will know why John

recorded Andrew concerning the miracle.

A background story of the miracle, Five Loaves, and Two Fish goes as
Jesus climbed up the mountain near the sea of Galilee with His
disciples, which was near the Passover and apparently, a huge crowd
followed them. Jesus asked Philip where they should be getting bread
for all these people. Philip answered that even 200 denarii wouldn't
be enough. Right then, Andrew asked, ‘There is a boy with five loaves
of bread and two fish, but would they be enough for the masses of

people?’

Jesus then directed people to sit and gave thanks for the bread and
fish. Then a miracle happened. They fed the five thousand, and twelve
baskets of broken pieces were left over. In this miracle, Christ's Mystery
is hidden (Ephesians 3:4), which could be unfolded in the following.
(1) A boy represents Israel (Deuteronomy 7:7). (2) Five loaves of bread
represent the Torah. (3) Two fish represent the Old Testament and
New Testament. (4) Five thousand (four thousand, a miracle from
Seven Loaves of Bread and Two Fish; Matthew 15:37, that adds up to
around ten thousand) of the crowd represent the evangelized Jews in
the 1st century. (5) In reality, approximately ten thousand of Jewish in
the Church of Jerusalem were converted to Christians (Acts 2:41,44).

The rest Jews are supposed to have their eyes closed until Jesus'
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Second Coming (Matthew 10:23,23:39). Paul called this, the Mystery of
Christ (Ephesians 3:4). Jesus showed the Mystery of Christ through

Andrew and the miracle, Five Loaves and Two Fish.

Not only that, Jesus also showed the order of evangelization in the
upcoming Church Period (Great Commission). (1) The beginning of
evangelization is a boy (Israel). (2) The boy carries the five loaves of
bread and two fish (Torah, Old Testament, and New Testament). (3)
Jesus thanks. (4) The Gospel starts from Israel. (5) Jesus gives the
disciples the gospel first. (6) The disciples deliver the gospel to ten
thousand of Jewish (Acts 2:41, 4:4). (7) They are full (They are
evangelized). (8) The leftover (food for Gentiles; Matthew 15:27) is as
many to fill twelve baskets. (9) Jesus shows that His twelve disciples
would commit to foreign missionaries (symbolically foreshadows
Roman Empire evangelization; Matthew 28:19-20, Acts 1:8). (10) The
twelve disciples in reality have become the salt and light in the Roman
Empire (Matthew 5:13-16). (11) Every twelve disciples fell to the
ground and died as a kernel of wheat which is equivalent to them
fulfilling their vocation by being martyred (John 12:24). This is the
chronological order of the Great Commission. An evangelization of

the Roman Empire opened the entrance of the Church Period.

It becomes clear that a miracle, Five Loaves and Two Fish consists of
the messages, Mystery of Christ and the Great Commission. We have
a question on why did Jesus include Andrew in this particular event
and not as a member of the trio. Considering the fact that Jesus
favored Andrew over the trio, it is indeed questionable of this great
theological lesson by having Andrew appear, who was always found

to be rather left out. Actually, Andrew was the top student of John the
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Baptist, the best of the first four members, and technically laid the
foundation for the church in the New Testament. Therefore, one
couldn’t deny but admit that Jesus surely and purposefully let Andrew

out from the trio. Now, this was how Jesus used him.

Why did Jesus leave Andrew out? In my opinion, | believe he was
designed as an advanced spiritualist from birth than the trio and
predestined to have an eye view of an eagle (an eaglet, more like).
This could be proven by the fact that Andrew was selected to be the
top disciple of all disciples of John the Baptist. Though a fisherman
from Galilee, he was a classic example of a spiritualist who was aspiring
for the Messiah. He firmly believed that Jesus was the Messiah from
the very first, second he saw Him. Not only that, he immediately
shared the news with his brother, Peter. | believe Andrew was surely a

different kind compared to the trio.

| believe the trio was enrolled in a program in which each of the
members was born with the eye view of a mole and developed that
of a chick, sparrow, and finally into an eye view of an eagle at the
right time. This becomes clearer by observing each of their lifestyles.
It is clear that the amount of spirituality given to Andrew and the trio
was clearly different (Romans 12:3-8). My thinking goes because
Andrew was born with the eye view of an eagle, Jesus contributed to
the Five Loaves and Two Fish miracle, as part of a big picture. Though
Andrew couldn’t have seen the entire big picture, he must have seen
it in the vaguest and childish form (1 Corinthians 13:8-12).

Jesus didn't let Andrew join the trio because their spiritual level, size,

and shape were different (2 Timothy 2:20-21). A conflict would have
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been inevitable if they moved together, if anything. It almost seems
as if Jesus tutored Andrew separately and Andrew was the mentor of
the trio.

Andrew was John the Baptist of the New Testament era. He spread
the gospel in the wilderness and the Roman Empire on his own. He
called out the gospel in the wilderness like John the Baptist. He neither
established a single church for him to settle nor had a single disciple
under his wing. How can | be so sure about that? The fact that he
didn’t write a single letter confirms it. On the other hand, Peter wrote
two epistles and John wrote five epistles for churches and disciples
they founded. James didn't have a chance to write since he was

martyred early (Acts 12:1-2)

It seems Andrew was carrying out to the max of evangelizing the
northern region of Slavs, which Peter and Paul didn't get in touch with.
Until AD 69 when Andrew was martyred in the southern area of
Greece, Achaia, Andrew was an expert missionary pastor who
specialized in tribes of Slavs. This could be proven by the fact that

Slav's churches enshrine Andrew as a saint even to this day.

Andrew was a solitary eagle. He was also alone in the Church of
Jerusalem. Throughout the Book of Acts, his name was not mentioned
once. Andrew's name was not mentioned once in Paul's epistles,
James' epistles, Peter's epistles, and John's epistles. God hid him. Just
like the meaning of his name, Andrew (Andreas in Greek, manly in
English) showed, he was a lone man of men. He was indeed a man

with an iron hand in a velvet glove.
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| have an educated guess that Andrew must have been a mentor
behind the trio for their perspective to transform into that of an eagle.
| believe he acted as a pillar for establishing the Early Church. He was
the battery charger of the trio. In particular, he must have contributed
hugely to helping his brother, Peter (who had a lot of weaknesses) to
become a representative leader of the Church of Jerusalem. Same to
his best friend, John.

Andrew was truly a leading figure. How was he able to become such?
Only because Jesus offered him grace. What kind of grace? A grace
to become an ‘eagle-like’ man. Later when the time came, the trio was
also granted the grace to become ‘eagle-like’. | pray for all of us to
be granted grace to become ‘eagle-like’. This is not to become a
battery discharger to our fellow children of God but to become a

battery charger to one another.

2023 March 4th
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This week’s sermon is on ‘Why there are various reactions toward the
Sermon on the Mount?'. (Luke 5:1-11). That is because four disciples
received the Sermon on the Mount and each one of them responded
discordantly, which could be largely categorized into two reactions.
The first reaction was obedience and the other reaction was
disobedience. Andrew reacted with obedience whereas Peter, James,
and John responded with disobedience. We are going to divulge
answers for why there was such discordance in reactions. Jesus
ordered something along the lines of quite shocking and seemingly

unbearable command on the first encounter.

Jesus ordered the four disciples like the following, “Do not store up
for yourselves treasures on earth, ... For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also. ... No one can serve two masters. ... Therefore,
| tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or
about your body, what you will wear. ... Look at the birds of the
air..See how the lilies of the field grow... But first, seek his kingdom
and his righteousness and all these things will be given to you as well.
Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry
about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own” (Matthew 6:19-
34).

When did Jesus give out the command? This was before Jesus made
the selection of His disciples official (Matthew 10:2-4). It must have

been a bolt out of the blue for those who were living off and
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supporting their family as a fisherman. Even logically speaking, this
was a rather eccentric one-sided command for them. In other words,
this was a kind of command that those people couldn't care less
about. Also, Jesus commanded a unilateral order even before the four

disciples were willing to be disciples of Jesus.

Interestingly enough, there was a man who heeded the command
when nobody else was and responded with obedience. This doting
man was Andrew. Andrew followed Jesus immediately leaving his
fishing and parents without a moment of hesitation, submitting
completely to Jesus’ command. He decided to serve one master
(Jesus). He entrusted his family’s food, clothing, and necessities of life
to Jesus. He decided to first ask for Father's Kingdom and His

righteousness and not worry about tomorrow.

We have a question. Dr. Hwang, how could one know that Andrew
made such a decision? We could take a hint from the four gospels
that depicted the situation at the time. Biblically speaking, he was a
predestined child of God (Romans 8:29-30) as an ‘eagle-like’ kind even
before he was formed in his mom’s womb (Jeremiah 1:5, Galatians
1:15).

He was close to being a ‘'newly born eaglet’ at the time. Nevertheless,
he viewed Jesus’ command with the perspective of an eagle at least
in the childish and vaguest form (1 Corinthians 13:9-12), which was

the major reason he was able to obey Jesus' command.

On the contrary, the trio did not obey. The record proves that they

continued in catching fish, which was quite the opposite of Jesus'
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command (Luke 5:1-11). Evidently, Andrew wasn't part of them. Way
before, Jesus had taught these four members in the Sermon on the
Mount "Come follow me’, Jesus said, ‘and | will make you fishers of
men’ (Matthew 4:19-22)". Besides Andrew, the trio did not abide by
what Jesus said. Again, this could be proven by their continuing fishing
after a lesson on the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), in which

Andrew was not present (Luke 5:10).

We have a question. If Andrew was ‘eagle-like’, what kind was the trio?
They were simply non-eagle-like. In other words, they were one of
among mole-like, chick-like, or sparrow-like. They started as non-
eagle-like and slowly transformed into an eagle-like at the right time
after being trained. How could | be so sure? Their lives and ministry

were proof of evidence, an undeniable God's design.

We could see from Jesus’ training Peter. When he was called, he was
a mole-kind type of person. Though he learned the lesson of the
Sermon on the Mount, he couldn’t see a big hidden picture behind it.
He only could see his family and his fishing career. To upgrade his
perspective, Jesus had Peter experience at least five miracles in person.
It is also known as an education program that had Peter realize on his
own who is the one who said to ‘follow me'. Though not complete, it
is an education program that allows one to understand Jesus’ identity.
There are five kinds of education programs, which are all taught on-

site at eye level.
(1) Jesus heals a servant of a centurion (Matthew 8:5-13). (2) Jesus
heals Simon Peter's mother-in-law, who was close to death by fever

(Matthew 8:14-15). (3) Jesus calms the storm (Matthew 8:23-27). (4)
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Jesus heals two demon-possessed men, the demons go into the herd
of pigs rushed down into the lake, and die in the water (Matthew 8:28-
34). (5) Despite all these miracles, the trio continued their fishing
career because they were so captivated by the thought of supporting
their families. Unquestionably, they fell short of the commandment

from the Sermon on the Mount.

Fishing through all night, the result was fruitless, which was a rare and
unexpected incident. Amid a sense of overwhelming dejection, they
couldn't help but wonder how odd this situation was. Right at that
moment, Jesus appeared and ordered Peter (Andrew was not with
them at the time) to throw a nest deeper. Peter obeyed. Then he got
two boats full of fish. Peter kneeled before Jesus, respectively.
Subsequently, the trio, including Peter left everything and started to
follow Jesus (Luke 5:1-11). This was the turning point when their
perspective shifted from that of a myopic mole to that of a chick. All
because of an on-site eye-level education program, their level had

been upgraded slightly.

They still needed more training to catch up. In other words, they had
a long way to go to be eagle-like, which is a process we would learn.
In order to be a qualified disciple of Jesus, one must first become an
eagle-like, at least. The requirement goes, “If anyone comes to me and
does not hate his father and mother, his wife, and his children, his
brothers, and sisters-yes, even his own life- he cannot be my disciple”
(Luke 14:26).

They are supposed to go through numerous trials and errors to

become an ‘eagle-like’ kind, removing their bitter roots (Matthew 5:8,
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Hebrews 12:15). They are supposed to have ‘humble-training’ and
‘sanctification-training’, also known as the training of Eight Blessings
(Matthew 5:3-12). This training leads to ‘training for virtues of son’
(Matthew 6:38-48) and 'training for virtues of love’ (1 Corinthians 13:4-
7). During the process, Peter would learn the Mystery of God (1
Corinthians 2:7, 4:1), the Mystery of Christ (Ephesians 3:4), the Mystery
of Heaven (Matthew 13:11), and the Mystery of Lawlessness (2
Thessalonians 2:7), step by step.

He recorded a portion he learned in 1 Peter and 2 Peter (AD 64). It
appeared that since Peter first met Jesus (AD 27), his perspective was
first upgraded to that of a chick and finally of an eagle in 37 years, as
it was portrayed in his following confession. ‘I wrote the Book of
Peters, vaguely knowing that this world is seven thousand years of

creation’s purpose school’ (2 Peter 3:4-9).

From what | believe, Andrew didn't have to go through what Peter
had to go through because he was born as an ‘eagle-like’ kind by
Jesus’ predestined grace. However, Peter, as mentioned above, went
through a tough and prolonged training session. Close to Peter's
martyr (AD 65), it seemed he at least partially entered into an ‘eagle-
kind' phase in the vaguest and childish form in realizing the mysteries.

The trio were likewise.

It almost seemed that this was how Jesus trained His disciples
throughout the Church Period. Same for today. Jesus matured the
candidates of the disciples step by step through the process of

Chronos. Then at the Kairos, Jesus entered them into an ‘eagle-like’
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circle and fulfilled His predestined will, which He will continue to do

so. | bless every reader to join the candidates of the disciples group.

Though the same Christian, they could be categorized into four kinds
in terms of perspective. (1) Andrew, (2) the Trio, (3) General Disciple,
and (4) Crowd. In terms of perspective, the groups could be
reclassified as (1) Eagle Perspective (2) Sparrow Perspective (3) Chick
Perspective, and (4) Mole Perspective. When meditating on the Bible,
one would realize that the Creator God designed each of His children

in different heights, areas, depths, and lengths in faith.

Not only that, but one would also realize that though the same
children of God, God granted everyone with different kinds of grace,
gifts, and size of faith. God had Paul learn this fact for 22 years,
consisting of all kinds of evangelizing, missionary work, church
establishment, writing, visits to the third heaven, persecution, and
murder since his conversion (AD 35). This is vividly not something one
can learn in a day or by sheer luck. Also, this is not something for
everyone. | believe there are some of the readers out there who are
having difficulty understanding the column, which is totally fine.

Understand just as much as you can.

The Heaven we would go up to soon is an immensely massive society.
God will renew the universe upon recovery of new heaven and new
land (Revelation 21). We are designed to be partners of ‘creation’s
purpose’ (Genesis 1:28). We teach and encourage other creatures to
live up to creation’s purpose and guide. One is allowed to profess this
function in a vast and complex heaven's society. Heaven is not a

simple society. It is strategically subdivided by function, resembling a

84 ~March



pyramid social structure. Very few are high class at the top and many
are in the lower area. Jesus clarified that Heaven is strictly a society
that hugely weighs in a responsibility (5:19,18:1,23:11; Luke 19:11-27).
Paul realized the same (1 Corinthians 15:41; 2 Timothy 2:20-21).

However, just because Heaven is a hierarchical society doesn’'t mean
there is conflict between social status. Quite the opposite, it is
designed as a 'loving community’ in which each status loves each
other. It ultimately has a different concept of social status. Each class
encourages, and respects each other, doesn’t seek out solely for an
individual's benefit, and doesn't boast, but love (1 Corinthians 13:4-7).
Simply put, it is a community of happiness. Every class acknowledges
the diversity of different graces and gifts (Romans 12:3-8), that are
given in different sizes and measures and is thankful for that versatility,
enjoy, respect, and harmonize within their difference in diversity of
grace, and expand ministry as partners of Creation’s Purpose (Genesis
1:28).

In Jesus who created all kinds of creations (Genesis 1:6-31), we are
supposed to be harmonizers, who are also known as “peace maker[s]"
(Matthew 5:9). We are called sons of God (Matthew 5:9,45), high-class

Christians.

Before we go to Heaven, we should practice to be a wholesome
harmonizer and peacemaker every day in this world (Creation’s
Purpose School) abiding by the headmaster’s teaching. In order to do
so, we need the grace of Jesus with the help of the Holy Spirit. The
area we should practice is family ministry, workplace ministry,

volunteer service ministry, aid ministry, teaching ministry, evangelizing
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ministry, and foreign ministry. We are designed to go to the Above
World at the time of kairos, practicing them every day (Chronos). We
will continue to serve our duties listed above eternally as soon as we
arrive at the Above World, receiving corresponding titles and tasks
(Matthew 16:27; Revelation 20:12); another reason for us to practice

on a daily basis.

2023 March 11th
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This week's sermon is on ‘Let’s be real eagles that would incapacitate
fake eagles’ (Revelation 13:1-8). We learned that though the same
children of God, their perspectives are different, because Jesus made
sizes and measures of faith in grace and gifts diverse. It is a lesson
Paul learned (AD 57, Romans 12:3-8), which is almost 22 years since
he converted. Bearing all kinds of spiritual training for 22 years, God
finally had Paul learn. We realize that this is not any kind of issue that

any Christians could embrace.

How do their perspectives differ? | summarized it on our eye-to-eye
level for convenience. (1) Mole perspective, (2) Chick perspective, (3)
Sparrow Perspective, (4) Eaglet Perspective, (5) Teenage Eagle
Perspective, (6) Adult Eagle Perspective. The lists could be again
largely categorized into two groups, (1) Vulture Perspective and (2)
Non-Vulture Perspective. | preached in last week’s sermon that Jesus
designed Andrew with a vulture perspective and the trio (Peter, James,

and John) with a non-vulture perspective.

Since the moment Andrew was called, he had the perspective of an
‘eaglet’. We studied that such an assumption of Andrew was verifiable
considering various matters of Andrew written in the Bible. On the
other hand, the trio was different. We also learned that they had the
‘mole’ perspective when called, but slowly developed (chronos) into

the stage of vulture perspective at kairos.
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One would ask, Dr. Hwang, why did Righteous God (2 Chronicles 12:6)
and God of love (1 John 4:9, 16) designed human creatures based on
discrimination? Why is God trampling human rights? Anyone could
throw on these questions. Especially those Christians who favor
Arminianism (avid bolsters of precedence of human rights and human
responsibility). Paul also was deeply engrained in Arminianism

ideology for roughly 22 years since his conversion (Romans 9:3).

Jesus made profound remarks to Paul about the Sovereignty of God,
a remark that one could not possibly comprehend with human
rationale and logic. It means that God singlehandedly makes decisions
about everything, with no thought of what humans think or have in
mind. “Yet | have loved Jacob, but Esau | have hated” (Malachi 1:1-5,
Romans 9:13). ‘To fulfill my plan, | directly had mercy on Moses and
hardened the heart of Pharaoh’ (Romans 9:14-19). “Does not the
potter have the right to make out the same lump of clay some pottery
for noble purposes and some for common use,.. and for wrath”
(Romans 9:21-23) “But who are you, O man, to talk back to God?”
(Romans 9:20). Then Jesus scolded Paul, “Don't | have the right to do

what | want with my own money?” (Matthew 20:15).

They see the microscopic distance in sight. Paul embraced God's
rebuke by realizing that the Kingdom of God comprises ‘Above World,
This World (7,000 years, creation purpose school), and Above World'.
Since then, Paul's perspective has been upgraded to eagle’s
perspective. Let's take a look at Paul’s journey of ministry. In my
opinion, his journey could be categorized into three stages. (1) Eaglet's
perspective (Conveanity, AD 35 to AD 45, until he was appointed as

Antioch Church’s minister), (2) Adolescent eagle's perspective (1st
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ministry, AD 46 to AD 57, from writing the Book of Romans until the
end of the third missionary trip). (3) Adult Eagle's perspective (AD 57
to AD 68, from writing the Book of Romans, end of the third
missionary trip to being martyred). | believe Paul upgraded to a (3)

Adult Eagle’s Perspective since learning about God's sovereignty.

Paul was shocked to the core by God's teaching of His sovereignty.
Paul's theology faced an ultimate change. He used to brag about his
top-notch educational background, religious good deeds, and his hard
work (Arminianism; Philippians 3:4-6) during the phase of Adolescent
Eagle Perspective. But then, he completely kneeled before God's
sovereignty. He kneeled on ‘God’s sovereign’ and ‘one-sided grace’
that led him to become a minister, missionary, and teacher of Gentiles.
His perspective drastically changed regarding his bragging elements
as nothing less than "dungs” (Philippians 3:8), which was an ultimate
change since Paul's perspective had been lifted to an adult eagle’s

perspective.

There are several distinctive features of a Vulture Perspective (infant,
adolescent, adult). Despite mere differences in ranges, all stages listed
are commonly all-weather visionary. They see the Kingdom of God in
long-distance, broad-spectrum, middle-distance, short-distance, and

in close range.

They can freely move around their apertures because of the Holy
Spirit's anointing (1 Samuel 16:13; Isaiah 61:1; 1 John 2:20,27). In other
words, they are baptized with the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:5) by "another
Counselor” (John 14:16). They become spiritually keen, alert, acute,

and sensitive. "The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him- the Spirit of
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wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the
Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord” (Isaiah 11:2). Receiving
a message about God’'s sovereign, Paul could see God's Kingdom
more lucidly in detail than what he had been able to see so vaguely.
A major reason is, that his spiritual aperture was baptized with the

Holy Spirit.

Andrew was John the Baptist’'s best pupil. Andrew was said to be
designed with a Vulture Perspective by the grace of God's sovereign.
Starting as an eaglet, he developed into an adolescent eagle, and a
mature, adult eagle. Jesus hid him and specially mentored him one-
on-one. Jesus didn't include him in the majority of the disciples’ group
but had him minister in the wilderness (Slavs region) all alone just like
John the Baptist, accompanying solitude. God didn’t allow approval of
mass and popularity swiping into Andrew. Andrew shouted an identity
of Jesus who already made His First Coming whether people listened
or not. At the kairos, God had him martyred in the southern area of
Greece, Achaia (AD 69). God had him join the martyr group (Revelation
6:9-11).

From what | see, | believe Jesus designed people with two kinds of
eagle perspectives. (1) Innately Eagle Perspective (Abraham, David,
Moses, Andrew, Paul, and an extremely small minority of people) and
(2) Acquired Eagle Perspective (Old Testament's notable figures, the
trio, rest of Jesus' disciples, disciples of Peter and Paul, and another
small minority of people). These two groups are designed to be
different from birth. The first group is born as an eaglet. On the other
hand, the second group belongs to the group Vulture Perspective, but

starts as Non-Vulture at birth (such as mole, chick, or sparrow
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perspective and develop) and develops into a genuine Vulture
Perspective at the kairos after Chronos phases of mole, chick, and

sparrow.

The rest of the Christians are born with Non-Vulture perspectives. (1)
mole perspective (largest number), (2) chick perspective (many), (3)
sparrow perspective (minority). Among them, very few upgrade to a
higher perspective after stages of training, or some stay at a current
stage and go straight into heaven. Though currently on the Non-
Vulture Perspective side, some upgrade to Vulture Perspective, only
after every trial-and-error on-site, eye-to-eye contextualization
education method). | believe there would be a lot among readers who

would follow the same or similar if not the same routes.

In order to advance Peter's spirituality, Jesus paid extra attention to
him. Jesus loved him, was patient with him, didn't rudely force him,
nor easily angered. Jesus didn't keep a record of wrongs but had
compassion on him. Jesus was consistently faithful and didn't give up.
Believing that Peter’s spirituality would upgrade to a 'full-grown eagle-
perspective’ and a great spiritual leader of the Early Church, Jesus
patiently endured (1 Corinthians 13:4-7).

With the same kind of love shown towards Peter, Jesus does the same
to every reader of this column, including me. Wanting to upgrade our
perspectives to the eagle perspective, Jesus patiently waits and
endures. To those who already made it, Jesus pushes to go further
just like Peter upgraded to the level of martyr. Likewise, Jesus pushes
us to become more like Peter. In other words, what it means is Jesus

hurries us to view the big picture (God's Kingdom, Above World, This
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World, and Above World, respectively) from the perspective of an
eagle, which is why He leads us to hunger and thirst for God's word
(food for our spirit) (Matthew 5:6).

What could be learned from God's lesson in this? It could be
categorized into seven types of lessons. (1) the Armor of God
(Ephesians 6:11-17), (2) Creation Purpose (Isaiah 43:7, 21), (3) Creation
Purpose School, (4) Mystery of God (1 Corinthians 2:7, 4:1), (5) Mystery
of Christ (Ephesians 3:4), (6) Mystery of Heaven (Matthew 13:11), (7)
Mystery of lllegality (2 Thessalonians 2:7). Once one gets full in these
seven areas of lessons, one wouldn't be able to resist but naturally
confess, ‘A-ha! That's it!" whilst naturally throwing away the water
bucket like the Samaritan woman (John 4:28). It is just impossible for
one to stay still if one doesn’'t throw away the water bucket like the

Samaritan woman in awe.

They pity short-sighted Christians. They are among three kinds of
myopic perspectives. (1) spiritual mole perspective (those who only
look for what to eat, live, and wear like the mole crawling on the floor
just to find something to eat), (2) chick perspective (those who look
at their remote surrounding to look for what to eat, live, and wear)
and (3) sparrow perspective (those who see further to look for what
to eat, live, and wear). | challenge them to broaden their perspectives
whether they listen to this message or not. It is a message that from
time to time causes controversy and misunderstanding; a message
that is criticized to be too eccentric. Through these incidents, we learn
that not every Christian has the same perspectives as ours. It is
inevitably necessary for those with eagle perspectives or any closer to

having an eagle perspective to experience such a fact.
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It only gets severe, especially during the 'Birth Pang Era’ like these
days. We live in a time when 'fake eagles’ (the two beasts; Revelation
13:1-8) are rampant. Though they seem to be real eagles, they are
fake. Those who belong to the ‘eagle-kind’ or ‘candidates of real
eagles’ have discernment enough to know fake eagles. One would ask,
why are the 'two beasts’ equivalent to ‘fake eagles'?’ They view the
world from the perspective of eagles and behave exactly like anti-
christs. They earnestly attempt to turn this world that they are ruling

into an ‘eternal heaven’, which is also known as the New World Order.

In order to fulfill the New World Order, the anti-christs are trying to
unify all religions into one by bringing in religious pluralism. It already
has been a while since the Roman Catholic Church, WCC members,
involving Greek Orthodox Church, the Anglican Church, and
denominations of Protestant Churches have been contributing to the
movement. As shocking as it sounds, several Pentecost Churches and
leaders from WEA are also part of it. All that has been happening
these days is truly confusing. Discarded of spiritual discernment, one
is in the most gullible position of being deceived. Already Non-Vulture
Christians have stumbled by their deception and it's happening every

day. There are so many who have become stumbling blocks.

An unfortunate stumbling block incident is not a coincidence, but
Jesus’ design. Jesus prophesied this design at the renowned Mount of
Olives (AD 30, Matthew 24:23-28) and even showed it to John through
vision (AD 95, Revelation 13:1-18). Then Jesus demanded Pre-Second
Coming Christians like the following. (1) Endure to the end (Matthew
24:13), (2) Keep watch (Matthew 24:42), (3) Must be ready (Matthew
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24:44), (4) Cry out, preach, teach (Matthew 24:37-25:46). Shortly, this

is a message of warning.

Why did God give us the message of warning? It is designed that
among many selected children of God, there are going to be many
who would become stumbling blocks (Matthew 24:23). Jesus said
many of them would lose salvation and be eaten by eagles like corpses
(Matthew 24:28), one of many omens of birth pang. Designing these
things would happen, Jesus demanded us to stop one another from
turning into stumbling blocks and those who obeyed so would be
raptured (Matthew 24:37-25:46). Jesus taught us the qualifications of
a bride through His design.

Then who are the possible stumbling blocks? Are they non-Christians?
No. In fact, they are Christians, composed of mole perspective
Christians who make up approximately 70% to 80% of the entire
Christian population. They not only include laymen and laywomen but
also theology students, evangelists, probationers, ministers, pastors,
theologians, and other alleged clergy. Not to mention Europe
speaking of mole perspective, they are full of in the U.S. Canada,
Australia, New Zealand, Latin America, Africa, and the Middle East. A
startling fact indeed. What are the theologies they prefer? Prosperity
Theology, Cure Theology, Success Theology, Prophetic Theology,
Exorcism Theology, Happiness Theology, Counseling, and Family
Ministry. Blessings that come through them reside very shortly and
vanish once dead. Regrettably, those with a mole perspective are
mistaken in this world as eternal and crawl on the ground with their
nose down. They never look up, but just have their eyes set on the

ground. They are basically not immune to anything.
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Jesus prophesied that they are nothing but food for 'fake eagles’. Who
is responsible to protect them? Non-Vulture perspective Christians?
No. Christians who have mole perspective, chick perspective, or
sparrow perspective don't even know the existence of ‘fake eagles’
and their discernment is blurred. Also, they can not even attempt to
win over ‘fake-eagles’, nor do they want to fight against them. Not
only they don't have combat power, but they also don't feel the need
to battle. They speak of coexistence and peace. They are rather
completely discarded of spiritual sensitivity and wisdom. They don't

feel responsibility or accountability for protection.

Who should be responsible for them? Vulture Perspective Christians,
also known as Counter Eagles. Eagle's fight should be eagle to eagle.
In this day and age, Jesus has high hopes for vulture-perspective
Christians to use them. Jesus raises the Counter Eagles to prevent
‘spiritual young Christians” from being snatched away by fake eagles.
In fact, the fake eagles are afraid of counter-eagles. They either

become incompetent or run away.

My vocation lies in making the readers of this column counter eagles,
and so do My YouTube ministry and Column Ministry in approximately
30 different languages, including English, Japanese, Chinese, Russians,
French, Spanish, Arabic, Hindi, Mandarin Chinese, Nepali, Burmese, Lao
Language, Vietnamese, Cambodian, Thai, Indonesian Language,
Tagalog, Turkish, Persian, and 30 different tribal languages. This is the

ministry raising counter eagles.
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This is indeed a strategically crucial ministry before Jesus’ Second
Coming. | hope each and every one of you will either directly or
indirectly participate in raising ‘counter eagles’. Please pray for AMI
missionaries and their families who are serving so candidly on sites

around the globe.

2023 March 18th
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This week’s sermon is on “Peter's Confession of Faith and the Force of
Two Beasts” (Matthew 16:13-19). It will be based on the relevance
between Peter's Confession of Faith (Matthew 16:16) and the
inevitable Two Beasts (Revelation 13:1-18) that must appear before
Jesus’ Second Coming. | have talked in depth about the Two Beasts in
the 2022 Column and past sermons and so does today’'s published
book.

| am diving deep into The Theology of Perspectives, a new theology
that | recently discovered. It could be largely categorized into two
groups: (1) Non-Vulture Eye-view and (2) Vulture Eye-view. These two
groups could be again subcategorized into three levels. There are
three kinds of Non-Vulture Eye-view: (1) Mole, (2) Chick, and (3)
Sparrow. There are three kinds of Vulture Eye-view: (1) Eaglet, (2)
Juvenile Eagle, and (3) Adult Eagle.

In addition, a Vulture Eye-view is divided into two groups, like the
following (1) Innate Eagles (Abraham, Moses, David, Andrew, and Paul)
and (2) Acquired Eagles (notable figures from the Old Testament, the
trio from the New Testament, their disciples, rest of Jesus' disciples,
His disciples, Paul and his disciples). The Acquired Eagles naturally
have a Vulture Eye-view, but go through chronos of mole, chick, and
sparrow. In the process, they experience all kinds of trial-and-error

that could possibly exist, which could be summed up as a holistic
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humbling experience. With every progress, God allows their eye view
to broaden step by step. At the kairos, God enters them into the phase
of the Vulture Eye-view. A representative figure who followed the
route is Peter. He is different from Andrew or Paul, both of whom are
Innate Eagles. They have jumped right into the Vulture Eye-view, which

is evidently a different scenario compared to Peter.

For instance, let's take a look at the advancement of eye-view of an
Innate Eagle, Paul. (1) Eaglet: Conversion to Christianity (AD 35; Acts
9:1-19) and until he was appointed as Antioch Church’s minister (AD
45, Acts 13:1), (2) Juvenile Eagle: T1st ministry (Acts 13:4) to writing the
Book of Romans and to the end of the third missionary trip (AD 57,
Acts 21:17). (3) Adult Eagle: Ministering in Jerusalem (AD 57; Acts
21:18-32) until being martyred (AD 68, 2 Timothy 4:6).

Here's a take on Peter's progression to Acquired Eagles’ Eye-view. (1)
Mole Eye-view: First calling (AD 27, Matthew 4:18-19) to official
selection as Jesus' disciple (AD 27, Matthew 10:2-4), (2) Chick
Perspective: from official selection as Jesus' disciple to Peter's
confession of Faith (AD 28, Matthew 16:16), (3) Sparrow Perspective:
from the confession of faith to the day of Jesus’ Ascension (AD 30,
Acts 1:10). Shortly after, he was finally able to enter into a Vulture
Perspective. (1) Eaglet: from Jesus’ Ascension to dispersion of
Jerusalem Churches (AD 32, Acts 81), (2) Juvenile Eagle: from
dispersion to domestic ministry (AD 32, Acts 8:5, 9:32,36,10:1), (3) Adult
Eagle: from domestic ministry to foreign ministry until being martyred
(AD 65, 1 Peter-2 Peter).
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Today's sermon is on ‘Peter's Confession of Faith’. It's about his
perspective being upgraded into a sparrow's perspective. His
confession of faith goes, “You are the Christ, the Son of Living God”
(Matthew 16:16). Jesus says Peter's confession is not his, but “for this
was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven”
(Matthew 16:17).

Jesus then gives him a Greek name, Peter (Petros in Greek, meaning
stone, a masculine noun). Jesus promises, “And | tell you that you are
Peter, and on this rock (Petra in Greek, the Rock in English, which is
in a feminine noun) | will build my church, and the gates of Hades will
not overcome it" (Matthew 16:18). The ‘rock’ is Peter's Confession of
Faith. In other words, a core purpose of the church's existence is in a
confession of faith, which is equivalent to the confession of the

headmaster's identity of Creation Purpose School.

Church, therefore, is a place for students to only learn about the
headmaster of the Creation’s Purpose School and share what we have
learned with our people, our nation, and all over the globe. It is
basically spreading what we have learned to other churches like our
church does. This is the ultimate purpose and vocation of the church,
Jesus' Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 1:8), and the main
delivery message of foreign missionaries. It's an act of offering
software (spiritual resources, the Seven Technologies) so that native
spiritual experts fueled with the software contents could be fostered.
By Jesus’ sole overwhelming grace, God has led AMI to a current

direction in the midst of the past thirty years of scantness.
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'Hardware’ (building, for instance, compassion ministry) is a subsidiary
ministry, but essential. Both software missionary and hardware
missionary are complements to each other. In speaking of priority,
without ‘software’, a superficial 'hardware’ ministry wouldn't be able
to do anything (Matthew 25:35-36). The COVID-19 pandemic has only
proved the ineffectiveness of software-discarded ministries, by being
shut down permanently, which comprise up to 70%-80% of all
ministries, if anything. Why is that? Those ministries have not prepared
for the worst by nurturing faithful ‘software’ ministers. They simply
have overlooked Peter's Confession of Faith; they set their eyes on

content-discarded and conspicuous ministry.

Jesus gives Peter, who confessed the Confession of Faith, the “keys of
the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 16:19). Jesus wouldn't give the keys
of the Kingdom of Heaven only to Peter, but also to all of us who
confess the Confession of Faith. A master of the keys of the Kingdom
of Heaven is no other than Jesus (Revelation 3:7). The keys of the
Kingdom of Heaven are literally the keys that open the door of heaven.
In other terms, the 'keys of the Kingdom of Heaven' are the name of
Jesus and the identity of Jesus; it is Peter's Confession of Faith. If we
teach Peter's Confession of Faith, wake them from their long sleep,
and have them confess Jesus as their Savior, they will enter heaven
through us. We are appointed as ambassadors of Jesus Christ (2
Timothy 5:20).

Jesus says that He will build “my church” (Matthew 16:18), His church
on top of Peter's Confession of Faith. The word, church (Ekklesia in
Greek) means 'the one who's called to be differentiated from this

world’, which originates from Predestination (Romans 8:29-30). A
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church doesn't necessarily have to be in the form of a building. It
could be a single person (1 Corinthians 3:16), or a group of two or
more persons (Matthew 18:20). Churches in the Early Church Period
started as home churches (Romans 16:5, 1 Corinthians 16:19,
Colossians 4:15). When the focus of church shifts to exterior factors,
such as building, that's when the corruption begins. A love of building
leads to idolization of the building which is only the beginning of
turmoil, just like the Vatican has become a “home for demons and a
haunt for every evil spirit, a haunt for every unclean and detestable
bird” (Revelation 18:2).

One would ask, Pastor Hwang, how could such a holy temple be
corrupted so easily? A simple answer. Either the temple is discarded
of Peter's Confession of Faith, corrupted, perverted, merely formalized
as a religion or its tradition of the denomination becomes its greatest

conspicuous display.

A conspicuous display really is a tragic outcome of the replacement
of non-essential to substance. It doesn’t teach nor let us study the
seven theologies in a constructive biblical way. Even in such cases it
teaches, it only covers a distorted self-justified theology. It doesn’t
teach about the Kingdom of God (Above World, This World, Above
World, respectively) nor the Importance and Absoluteness of
Creation’s Purpose. It completely forgets that church is a classroom of
Creation Purpose School. It mistakes church as a passage for worldly
blessings to come through to oneself, involving personal problems
being solved and activities such as bonding with other attendees.
Some would often come to church’s dawn prayer every day just to do

those activities and be acclaimed as men of prayer. Yet, they don’t see
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a big picture of the Kingdom of God. This is a vivid portrayal of
Christians with mole, chick, and sparrow eye-views. They actively
participate in their religious lives, go to church, and go to heaven

upon death when their time comes.

One would ask, then Dr. Hwang, what does Christ (Kristos in Greek) in
Confession of Peter's Faith mean? It means ‘the one anointed as a
Savior'. In Hebrew, it's written as Messiah (John 4:25). There are several
inclusive meanings hidden in the name, as follows: Savior (Luke 2:11),
Redeemer (Revelation 5:9), Lamb (John 1:29), Jehovah God (Genesis
2:4), Shepherd (Psalm 23:1), Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14), Lord Almighty
(Isaiah 1:9), Alpha and Omega (Isaiah 44:6; Revelation 1:8), Olive Tree
(Hosea 14:6), King of Israel (Isaiah 44:6), Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6),
Most High (Psalms 91:1), Almighty (Psalms 91:1), my refuge and my
fortress and shield (Psalms 91:2-4), Rock Eternal (Isaiah 26:4, 1
Corinthians 10:4), Melchizedek (Genesis 14:8, Hebrews 7:1-3), and so

many more.

Then what does the Son of God (Ho Huios tou Theou in Greek) means
expressed in Peter's Confession of Faith? It means Jesus Christ is the
Second Person in Triune God (£/lohAim in Hebrews; Genesis 1:1,
Matthew 28:19). The word The Son (Ho Huios in Greek) is composed
of the definite article, ‘the’ and ‘Son’ in upper case, which accentuates
it is not a typical creature’s son. Creatures’' sons are descendants of
the father of father, after generation and after generation. In a definite
term, the creature's son is a level below his father. However, The Son
in terms of Triune God is explicitly different from a generic idea. The
Son is the Second Person, who stands equal with God who is First and
also the Third (/sos in Hebrew; John 5:18).
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Jesus reminded of this fact to people with a Judaism background who
believed the Father is their only God. Jesus said that He and God the
Father are of the same rank in all aspects (John 5:18), including power,
authority, position, measure, essence, class, and rank. From a Judaism
perspective, what Jesus said was considered to be blasphemy, which
led the high priest Caiaphas to charge Jesus guilty of blasphemy and

sentence Jesus to crucifixion (Matthew 26:63-66).

Likewise, the Triune God is equal in all aspects. However, each Triune
God has different tasks. The Father presents himself as a chairperson,
representative, presenter, and utterer of a meeting. The Son carries
out the decisions made at the meeting, and the Holy Spirit helps the

deliverer of the missions.

In this realm, Jesus and the Father are one (Hen in Greek; John 10:30).
They have joint ownership. “All that belongs to the Father is mine”
(John 16:15). Jesus is the Only Son (Mono Genes in Greek, meaning
One DNA). The Trinity God shares a single DNA in common. Each
entity of the Trinity God does not have different DNA. That is why
Jesus is called the Only Son (Mono Genes in Greek, meaning One
DNA; John 1:14). The Trinity God exists in three in one common DNA,
which is why the Trinity God is the Trinity God. Not a single religion
exists that is like the Trinity God.

Surprisingly, Jesus’ mysterious identity is hidden in Peter’s Confession
of Faith. A church is a classroom for learning, studying, and teaching
identity, which is supposed to be the vocation of churches in the New
Testament. Jesus had John prophesize ominous prophecies of the

churches in the New Testament that there will be many antichrists (1
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John 2:18). In Greek, the word ant/ has four meanings (1) against, (2)

in opposition, (3) in place of, and (4) false.

Here is a question. Why ‘anti-christ’? Why not ‘anti-Jesus’, ‘anti-Father’,
or ‘anti-Holy Spirit'? That is because of the overall design that there
will be many false Christs appearing in the upcoming Church Period.
Actually, for the past two thousand years of the Church Period, there
had been a myriad of appearances of false Christ in church. Yet, this
is exactly the scenario that Jesus designed and prophesied. It was
because of them that churches had to suffer from all kinds of birth
pangs. To solve the problems, churches have awakened and fought
against them. Alternately, the false Christs have become like
contenders to wake up the churches. Their evil deeds rather opened
a door for the churches to establish the Seven Theologies based on

Peter's Confession of Faith.

Without the birth pang, the church would inevitably corrupt and turn
hypocritical (Matthew 6:1-18). Under the name of religion, religious
leaders feather themselves as Jesus and roam around doing all kinds
of evil deeds, which makes them nothing but spiritually closed-eyes
infants or spiritual moles. This is the innate limitation and weakness of
creatures. In order to overcome the flaws, Jesus purposefully allowed
the antichrists into the church. This is the renowned God's
dysfunctional education method. We should not forget that God even

uses the wicked to fulfill His purpose (Proverb 16:4).
Jesus designs that antichrist to misuse Peter's Confession of Faith. The
first pope of the Roman Catholic Church was Gregory | (AD 590), but

the Roman Catholic Church did not accept Gregory | as their first
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pope. They declare Peter (Petros in Greek, meaning a stone, which is
a masculine noun) as their official first pope. Also, despite the fact that
Peter's Confession of Faith (Petra in Greek, meaning The Rock, which
is a female noun) is the rock and so 'Peter’ and 'rock’ are different

kinds of nouns by definition, they strenuously treat those two equally.

In other words, they say that Jesus would build His church over Peter
(the first pope of the Roman Catholic Church). They believe that since
the pope receives the keys to heaven, the pope is the Vicar of the Son
of God (Vicarius Filii Deiin Latin) who also has possession of the keys
to heaven. Therefore, they believe one must join the circle of the pope
in order to be saved, though the Council of Vatican Il (AD 1962-1965),
who has been actively promoting religious pluralism, has taken the

statement back.

There are still many who believe that the pope has possession of the
keys to heaven. Not only 52% of Christians worldwide in the Roman
Catholic Church but also WCC-associated members and several WEA-
associated members, including Billy Graham, venerate the pope as the
Vicar of the Son of God. Shocking indeed.

On the hindset, it's not that shocking, to be honest. This is already
Jesus’ design and Jesus had John prophesied about it. The occurrence
described above is the appearance of the Second Beast (religious anti-
Christ; Revelation 13:11-18) before Jesus' Second Coming. To be
specific, the Second Beast is a lamb with two horns, but speaks in the
tongue of a dragon (Satan; Revelation 12:9,20:2, 13:11). The horn

represents power. The one horn is Jesuit and the other one is WCC.
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All of them are misusing Peter’'s Confession of Faith. They are the ‘false

eagle group'.

Which group is a major prey of the false eagles? Jesus prophesied it's
a group of mole perspective Christians (70%-80% of entire Christians,
spiritual infants, and spiritual children) (Matthew 24:24). The antichrists
(false eagles) use the Christians with mole perspective to deny Peter’s
Confession of Faith, deprave, water down, or compromise. They try to
rule the world by turning it into heaven. This attempt is known as the
New World Order. They strongly advocate 'single religion’ by setting
‘religious pluralism’ in the undertone of the scheme. Not only that,
they seduce a bunch of Christians with mole eye view by the sweet
nothing human-respect and human-love ideologies, including ‘unitary
government’, ‘single economy’, 'human rights’, 'humanism’, ‘people
first movement’, ‘save the earth’, ‘pro-communism’, ‘world peace’,
‘feminism’, ‘welfare priority’, ‘LGBTQ protection’, ‘labor union

movement’, etc.

The religious antichrists recklessly attack the evangelists, who expose
their deception and point out their identities. They fixate and corner
those evangelists as close-minded, extreme rightists, radicals,
irrational, and retrogressive. The fact that self-claimed rare evangelists
join the antichrists in blaming their fellow evangelists reaffirms the
severity of the spiritual chaos we're living in this day of age. If we do
not spiritually wake up and don't equip ourselves with spiritual insight

and discernment, losing our feet is only a doorstep away.

What is the most frightening attack on Christians with a mole's eye

view? That would be the claws of the False Eagles, in my opinion. Once

106 ~March



snatched, it is never easy to get out from their sharp claws. Who
should protect the Christians with a mole's eye view? Is it all
Christians? Not really. A Christian with a mole, chick, and sparrow eye
view can never compete against false eagles. They simply fall short
and rather would be preyed upon. Moreover, not even getting started,
they would run away as soon as they see the false eagles. Then who
could ever possibly protect the Christians with a mole’s eye view from

the snaring claws of the False Eagles?

Needless to say, they are either the Christians with the eye view of an
adolescent or adult eagle. An ‘eagle fight' should be eagle to eagle.
The false eagles are meant to be frightened by the real eagles (those
who are fully equipped with Peter's Confession of Faith). Once we
declare Peter's Confession of Faith, they would automatically run away
for their lives. Though they assail like “roaring lions looking for
someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8), they are no less than lions with no
teeth (1 Timothy 5:8) before us. They are meant to flee from us (James
4:7).

The answer is out already. Why did God design them and let them
torture us? Biblically speaking, they are the genuine training tools for
the real eagles (Proverbs 16:4). God created them for the sole purpose
of training the real eagles (Isaiah 45:7, 54:16). The real eagles are
designated with the responsibility to protect spiritually young non-
Vulture eye-viewed Christians. Carrying the eight blessings of
character and personality (Matthew 5:3-12), virtues of the son of God
(Matthew 5:38-48), and virtues of love (1 Corinthians 13:4-7), they

should execute the vocation to their people and all people.
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From now and then, the false eagles would only get more vile. At
times like this, our vocation evenly becomes critical. We look at them
with compassion because shortly they would be thrown into the lake
of fire (Revelation 19:20) upon Jesus' Epiphany (Revelation 19:11-16),
completely disused. This is the ultimate God’'s design which He
showed John in advance. We have nothing to say in this because it is

God's Sovereign Design (Romans 9:6-23).

2023 March 25th
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April 2023

I do not want to you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers
and sisters, so that you may not be conceited: Israel
has experienced a hardening in part until the
full number of Gentiles has
come in.

Romans 11:25



15 April 2023

Our team successfully ended the lectures at the Laos AMI Theology
School with the help of God's grace. We have been teaching forty
active ministers, who are serving in sixteen different states in Laos for
three years of bachelor's degree courses. The two teams prior, 120
members in total have graduated after completion of six years of
studying. Now we're on to the third team. Three times annually, we
gather at Vientiane, the capital of Laos, for a continuous two-week
focused intensive study of God's Word, with provided room and
board. We're about to send them off to the unreached people
inhabiting the mountain range. This week's sermon is ‘What is
Christianity’, based on what we studied in Trinity, Christology, and

Creation Purpose School Theology.

| took charge for a week and the other last week was taught by my
endearing students, local ministers. This school has been able to lay
its strong foundation on the contribution of Dong-Hwan Bae
missionary and the chairman and the elder Jae-Gwan Jang. Not only
that, we have AMI companions in South Korea, our homeland. We are
bearing the fertile fruits of missionary, supported by your prayers and
encouragement from homeland. Thank you so much. We will continue
our teaching to other AMI teams in the bureau C. Please continue to

pray for us.
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The book, Dr. Thomas Hwang's Column 2022 is finally published. | see

that many are purchasing the book to evangelize, and | am grateful
to God for allowing such valuable companions in faith and making all
the strenuous work invested in all worthwhile. I'll take this as an
encouragement for me and missionary Maria Ryoung-Mi Lee, an
editor-in-chief. | sincerely pray this book will be a guide for all readers
in upgrading their eye views and to have discernment of times. | also

hope that this book will help all of you to grow your love for Jesus.

This week’s sermon is on ‘Why did Jesus say to "not tell anyone"?
(Matthew 16:20). Jesus warned His disciples. He warned what? Peter’s
Confession of Faith (Matthew 16:16). To whom? To Jews who believe
in Judaism, especially targeted to the leading class, including
Pharisees, Sadducees, scribes, and high priests.

Why did Jesus warn to not tell anyone of Peter's Confession of Faith?
The reason is that the Confession is considered a blasphemy to Jewish’
monotheistic belief (the Father as one and only God). As soon as they
heard about the Confession, they would have to indict Jesus for
blasphemy, curse Him (Deuteronomy 21:23), and immediately crucify

Him according to Moses’ Law (Leviticus 24:16).

From Jesus’ point of view, He came to this world to die (Psalms 22:1,
Isaiah 53:4-6), but the time wasn't just yet (Ecclesiastes 3:2). He needed
the three years of public ministry life. He had to train His disciples and
teach them specifically about the absoluteness and importance of
creation's purpose and the true meaning of His death and
resurrection. In addition, He had to assign the Greatest Commandment
(Matthew 22:37-39) and the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20;
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Acts 1:8). It took at least three years for all these to take place. Jesus
designed to resurrect and ascend once the disciples reached a certain

suitable level after three years of teaching.

We have a question. What was it in Peter's Confession of Faith that
ticked off Jews to the max? The reason was, that Peter's Confession
contained the ‘Trinity’ theological view, basically confessing that Jesus
is the Son of God. In other words, it meant that Jesus is the second
God (second, not by rank) who is equal (John 5:18) to Father God.
Such a theological viewpoint was intolerable and absolutely
unacceptable to Jews who come from a monotheistic background. Not
to mention the embarrassment that Peter who said the confession out
loud and the disciples must have felt considering they also were
Jewish. They also more likely than not must have faced religious
conflict inside.

Foreseeing a religious conflict, Jesus pre-taught His disciples, scribes,
Pharisees, and Sadducees twice, which is exactly the Sign of Jonah
(Matthew 12:39-40, 16:4). Jesus said to them, that The Son of Man will
be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth (hell) and

resurrect. He completely fulfilled the prophecy.

What did He do for three days in the heart of the earth? A year before
being martyred, Peter testified that Jesus indeed spread the gospel
(AD 64; 1 Peter 3:19, 4:6). A related question could be asked whether

God gives another chance to children of Satan who are in hell.

Jesus did not go down to hell, where Satan's children are. Instead,

Jesus went down to Abraham'’s side (Luke 16:22). Abraham’s side is
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where predestined children of God go after death who didn't have a
chance to hear the gospel when alive. There are a fairly handful of
people who haven't gotten a chance to hear the gospel since Creation.
This group of people includes predestined children of God who lived
in the era before Jesus’ crucifixion. Same as after crucifixion. For the
past 2,000 years, the majority of predestined children of God have
died without hearing the gospel simply because their countries were
not yet reached by the gospel. AImost all of the third world countries
have only been 100 to 200 years since the gospel entered into their
countries. Same for today. There are still countless unreached people

even in this day and age.

At this point, one might ask whether it is really necessary to evangelize
if every predestined one is to be saved anyway. Technically speaking,
that is correct. We don’t have to be so eager to evangelize. Even if we
do not evangelize, Omnipotent Jesus (Genesis 17:1, Revelation 15:3)
can do it all. But to think of, why did Jesus, in the name of the Trinity,
deliver us the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20) to spread the

gospel? What is the reason for that? That is to make us His partners.

A partnership entails grace, which is a privilege. Nonetheless, it is not
a requirement for salvation, but a requirement to become a disciple.
The Holy Spirit triggers the free will of candidates of disciples to join
the partnership (John 14:16, Acts 1:5,8). God raises their status in a
hierarchical society (occupational society; Matthew 5:19; 2 Timothy
2:20-21), heaven. | pray for every reader to join the partnership, which
is a great grace. Our AMI team members have already been given this

grace, which | couldn't thank Jesus enough for.
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| have another question. Why have Jews ardently denied Jesus
throughout the past 2,000 years of the Church Period? Is it because
their hearts are stubborn? Or is it God's design? Yes. It is all part of
God's design. When did He design it? On eternal (Before Creation,
before creation of Adam, before creation of Jewish; Ephesians 3:9) and
He hid it until Paul wrote the Book of 1 Corinthians (AD 55, 1
Corinthians 2:7) and the Book of Ephesians (AD 60- AD 62; Ephesians
3:9). He certainly had hidden it for a very long time.

Paul indicated this as the Mystery of Christ (AD 60- AD 62; Ephesians
3:4). It goes, 'Jewish' eyes will be closed. They will not see Jesus as
Christ and as the Son of God (Peter's Confession of Faith). On the
other hand, the Gentiles, who have been predestined as God's children
will see. God prepared this eyes-closed design since Eternal, hid it till
now (AD 60- AD 62), and finally revealed it to me’ (Ephesians 3:4-11).

It indeed is a profound realization of Paul’s.

In reality, Paul had no idea of the Mystery of Christ until twenty years
after his conversion (AD 35) and not just until he started writing the
Book of 1 Corinthians (AD 55, 1 Corinthians 2:7). He didn't even know
that Jesus already had prophetically told the Mystery of Christ to
renown figures in the Old Testament. Jesus had Moses prophesied
(1406 BC; Deuteronomy 32:20-21), had David prophesied (1000 BC;
Psalms 69:22-23), and had lsaiah prophesied (700 BC, Isaiah 6:9:10).
Whilst Paul was writing the Book of Romans, Jesus had Paul come into
the realization of the Mystery of Christ that Jesus taught to the
mentioned three (AD 57, Romans 11:8-9). Three years later, Paul
officially named what He learned as the Mystery of Christ (AD 60- AD
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62; Ephesians 3:4). | believe this was the stage in which Paul entered

into the 'adolescent eagle’.

In order to teach Paul in depth the Mystery of Christ, Jesus used
parables (AD 57; Romans 11:13-25). The parables were the Good Olive
Tree and the Wild Olive Tree. Jesus assimilated Israel to the Good
Olive Tree and its root as Jesus. Israel grew from nutrition and water
stemming from the root. Also, a lot of branches grew, but they would

be broken, which represents the five curses Israel would suffer from.

According to this parable, the Good Olive Tree (Israel) was genuinely
broken in 70 AD. The five curses had come onto the Good Olive Tree,
which involves, (1) the Collapse of Israel, (2) the Destruction of the
Temple of Jerusalem, (3) Diaspora, (4) Spiritual Eyes Closed, and (5)
Anti-Semitism. The branches of the Good Olive Tree were cut off
likewise, ‘cursed’ to be precise, whereas Jesus had left stumps (Isaiah
6:13; Daniel 4:15,23,26). The stumps are the ‘remnants’ (Isaiah 1:9,
11:11; Jeremiah 23:3, Zechariah 23:3, Romans 11:5).

Surprisingly, on the cut-off spot of the Good Olive Tree, the branches
of the Wild Olive Tree were grafted in. The Good Olive Tree is
abundant with the branches of the Wild Olive Tree. This was an exact
depiction of the Church Period aftermath of AD 70 when the church
was filled with Gentiles. It is the period when the predestined children
of God were evangelized. Filling the number of Gentiles is the ‘global

missionary’.

Jesus had Paul prophesy that close to Jesus’ Second Coming, the

number of Gentiles who are predestined to be saved will grow at a
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significant rapidity. When the number of Gentiles finally met, a portion
of the Jewish group that remained as stumps along with the Gentiles,
would burgeon and grow into confessing Peter's Confession of Faith

(Romans 11:25). These types of Jews are called Messianic Jews.

It was prophesied that before Jesus’ Parousia (1 Thessalonians 4:14-
17; Revelations 7:9-17), the number of the Messianic Jews would be
as many as 144,000 (Revelation 7:4-8). However, there are numerous
fake Jewish these days, created by the Two Beasts (Revelation 13:1-
18). Before Jesus' Parousia, the number must be fulfilled to have Jesus’
Parousia really to occur. Revelation chapter 7 listed the order of
events. Fulfillment of the number of the Messianic Jews (Revelation
7:4-8) leads to the next event, Jesus’ Parousia (Revelation 7:9-17). It is
amusing to know how many of the participants of Jesus' Parousia are

mostly Gentiles. No Messianic Jews in the picture at all.

The Messianic Jews are left to go through the Seven Tribulations. One
of the two witnesses is the Good Olive Tree (Revelation 11:3-4). They
will do their best in Jewish evangelization. Many Jews will repent
(Isaiah 64:1-12, 65:1-16, Ezekiel 38-39). They will be martyred, then
resurrected (Revelation 11:3-12, 20:4), and join the wedding of the
Lamb (Revelation 19:7-10).

During the Seven Years Tribulation, not all Jews would repent because
it is designed that not all predestined Gentiles are supposed to repent.
‘Repentance of Jewish’' and ‘Gentile Evangelization’ are closely
integrated. They are proportionately linked to each other (Romans
11:25-26). Thus, Gentile evangelization and Jewish evangelization will

continue throughout the Millennium Kingdom era (Isaiah 25:8-9, 61:4-
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11, 62:10-12). At the end of the Millennium Kingdom, the number of

Jews and Gentiles will be met (Romans 11:26).

Regrettably, though the same children of God, one another condemn
each other as heresy because they have different understandings of
Jewish due to unagreeable belief in Eschatology. One almost seems
incapable of expanding what he or she learned. The impact of the
difference in perspective is immense. | pray for all readers to
understand all three teachings of Evangelical Eschatology, except Post-

Millennialism (New World Order) and to have an eagle-eye view.

The majority of Amillennialism Eschatologists are anti-Semitists. They
don’t accept the number of people, 144,000 as is. They believe the
number represents the entire Christians. Even some of them denounce
the perception of 144,000 as the number of Messianic Jews as heresy.
What a pity. It again proves the difference in perspective and in
theology is tremendous. They all leave this world after all that theology
disputes. | wonder how they would then lay out their excuses when

confronted by Jesus in heaven.

2023 April st
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7t April 2023

Today is Good Friday. | am celebrating Good Friday with our fellow
children of God in Country C. | have been giving them intense teaching
on Eschatology for a week now under the heat of 39 degrees Celsius
from the flaming sunset. Thankfully, everyone has been studying
arduously led by the mighty Holy Spirit to the extent and as if we all
forgot the scorching heat. | believe all these have been able to bring

forth fruits through the prayers of our readers.

A lecture will continue until Easter and | urge all of you to accompany
us by prayers. Our team and | are on board to Hanoi, the capital of
Vietnam, this coming Monday to serve northern Vietnam ministers
and theology students for four days. As our plan on teaching
Eschatology progresses, please pray for them to truly learn and
understand such a complex subject. Please pray for our on-site
translator. May he be fully inspired by the Holy Spirit to precisely

deliver my lectures.

Once again and with gratitude, our team and | have been able to
successfully complete our Laos mission trip which would not have
been achievable without your prayers and gracious support. Without
prayers and the contribution of supplies, ministry on the front is nearly
impossible. A mission trip in Country C is smoothly going well, all in
grace. Thank you to all of you for accompanying this journey. | pray

for all of our readers to have a blessed Easter.

2023 April 7th
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14t April 2023

Shalom!

We are almost to the end of our Vietham ministry after other
successful ministries in Laos and country C, all solely by everyone's

prayers.

Despite boiling weather, Jesus' companion has borne astounding fruits
by His grace. The Holy Spirit has led us to serve the Lord's servants,
who are starving for His Words, particularly a necessity of this day and

age.

We have served them on the overall topic, God's World (in the order
of Above World, This World, Above World) and have taught the Birth
Pang Theology and Two Beasts Theology in depth. We also have dealt
with Eschatology. Indeed, these topics are hefty, especially for those
coming from minority race backgrounds. However, we once again
have witnessed the working of the Holy Spirit by having them

understand and digest the contexts as their own.

The hard work of translators in each country has been tremendous.
They have understood these difficult subjects and completely and
successfully delivered the messages. It is truly a profound bearing of
fruits. All this could not have been possible without prayers from the
home front.

For these past three weeks, | incessantly served three nations in the

heat of 40 degrees Celsius (30 degrees Celsius in Hanoi). Nevertheless,
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the weather hasn't given me a single thought that it was tough but
has made me continue to serve them with gratitude and effervescence.
I'm sure all these could have been possible because of everyone's
companionship with intercessory prayers. | once again feel keen on

companionship in prayers. With all my heart, thank you.

| candidly ask you all to continue to pray for all those students who
have been taught in this ministry trip to yield a hundred, sixty, or thirty
times what was sown (Matthew 13:23). You may not know their faces,
but please do not forget them in your daily prayers and pray for them
to yield ample fruits so that they could take the lead in ‘evangelization
of unreached people’. First and foremost, the Holy Spirit will lead you

all to pray likewise.

Correspondingly, the Lord makes you all bear the vocation as 'Home
Front Missionaries’, which is a privilege and grace the Lord granted to

you all.

| have sowed the seeds on sites and it's up to you to water the seeds.
Then, the Lord would grow the seeds (1 Corinthians 3:6). We shall not
ever forget that we are God's fellow workers (1 Corinthians 3:9) for

they are truly wise.

The truly wise are guided by the powerful lead of the Holy Spirit to
direct ‘God'’s Fellow Workers Ministry’. One would feel empty if he or
she does not get involved, which is a common symptom of those who
are granted grace to become God's fellow workers, which | would like

to denote as a 'holy symptom’.

2023 April 14th
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23 April 2023

Last week | preached on "Dedication to Evangelize Unreached People”
(Matthew 24:14). | mentioned that Japan, remotely located from South
Korea, is one of many unreached nations. One should note that I'm
quoting the statement that Japan is an unreached nation from
Operation World (2010, Jason Mandryk, 7th Edition, WEC International,
p.488-494).

Unfortunately, Japan hasn't been able to wash off the disgrace despite
five hundred years of history of Christianity. It is purely surprising and
alarming. Out of the entire population of 120 million, only 0.5% (600
thousand) are evangelical Christians. However, most of the alleged
Christians (including ministers and theologians) within the 0.5% are
nominal Christians. | believe that even maintaining the current state
would have been possible due to the endless devotion from the U.S,,
South Korea, and missionaries all over the globe. Thus, it is not an

understatement to say that Japan is the graveyard of missionaries.

According to Operation World, Japan’s Christian population is 1.5%
(200 thousand). Among them, 55,000 Protestants, 32,000 independent
churches, 52,000 from Roman Catholics, 6,000 from the Anglican
Church, and 3,000 from the Orthodox Church have actual
congregations. Among Protestants, the Union with Christ
congregation is comprised of 20,000, the Church of Jesus with 13,000,
the Baptist Church with 4,000, the Assembly of God with 3,000, the
Evangelical Lutheran Church with 2,000, the Seventh Day Adventist
Church with 2,000, Japan Holiness Church with 15,000, and
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Presbyterian Church with 13,000. In addition, Jehovah's Witnesses
comprise as many as 36 million people and 13 million people from
the Mormon Church.

A surprising fact is that Christian congregations described above
prefer ‘religious pluralism’. Among self-claimed ‘evangelists’, there is
a handful who can't escape from the ideology of ‘religious pluralism’.
A shame indeed. According to the source, Operation World, one of
the reasons for such occurrence is due to the absence of training in
the Word of God. The source says there are not many who are hungry
for God's Word or thirst for the Holy Spirit. The main reason for that

is the Japan-dominated religion, Shintoism.

We are entitled to a vocation to lend a helping hand to our neighbor
Japanese Christians. Not many, but there are certainly few who are
standing firm with faith in Jesus amid deserted spiritual circumstances.
They are solitary souls subject to neglect by their people just because
they believe in Jesus. We should be their friends and companions so

that they can be uplifted as courageous evangelists.

This time, Jesus has been merciful to us by sending us thirty Japanese
missionaries. They are being left out of their communities because
they embrace the gospel. They are in dire need of our love and
encouragement. God has led them to participate in AMI Japan Vision
School (2023 April 25th-28th, 9 am-5 pm) that we have prepared. All
of us are preparing in prayers and our AMI team will earnestly serve

them.

Speaking of Japanese missionaries, a missionary Hak-Kun Kim could

not be mentioned. He has served Japan for the past thirty years. It is
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the fruit of his wife and two daughters’ dedication. A missionary Hak-
Kun Kim sends translated AMI documents in Japanese all over the
world, which include 'Origin of Religion’, ‘Purpose of Creation’, and
‘'Four Gospels and the Great Commission’. His whole family is Japan-
ized. He speaks fluent Japanese like a native. He has been through a
lot for the past thirty years of chronos for groundwork. Now it has

become the time (kairos; Ecclesiastes 3:1) to serve Japan.

And that is through AMI Japan Vision School. We all should participate
in the event. This is a vocation given by Jesus for us to serve those
who are disadvantaged and neglected by their society and family
because their hearts are in gospel. We should actively armor up to

help and serve them as our first priority.

This week’s seminar will focus on the subject ‘Elemental Truth of
Christianity’. Though the seminar is called 'AMI Japan Vision School’,
Koreans will participate as well. The lecture will be given in Korean,
simultaneously translated by Hak-Kun Kim missionary. For moral

support, | encourage all of us to participate in the seminar.

It will be such a 'Blessed International Missionary Assembly’. |
guarantee that Koreans' participation will be a great encouragement
for Japanese missionaries. Please feel free to bring your friends and
family to the seminar. It will be a great learning experience for them
as well. For those who can't make it, please accompany us in your

prayers.

2023 April 23rd
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30t April 2023

Japan is a nation that bridged the gospel into South Korea. In AD
1883, a doctor of agriculture, Tsudasen evangelized Sujung Lee (1842-
1886, Jeollanam-do, Gokseong). Later, Sujung Lee taught Appenzeller
(Methodist) and Underwood (Presbyterian), Korean. Not only that, he
also published the Sujung Lee Bible in AD 1884 by adding Korean to
the Chinese Bible (Book of Mark).

The two missionaries mentioned above brought the Bible to Jemulpo
Harbor. Sujung Lee was executed by the team of Okgyun Kim (AD
1886) not long after he planted the seeds of Presbyterian and
Methodist on the soil of Korea (1 Corinthians 3:6). He was a kernel of

wheat that fell to the ground and produced many seeds (John 12:24).

The Holiness denomination also came to Korea through Japan through
Cowman and Gilbourn (Missionaries of the American Oriental Mission),
evangelizing Sangjun Kim and Jung Bin in Tokyo. The two established
the Oriental Missionary Society in Jongno-gu, Mugyo-dong (AD 1905)
and the first Holiness Church in AD 1907. Indeed, Japan was a

stepping-stone for the gospel in the Korean Peninsula.

Japan’s Christianity history spans about 500 years. It originated when
a missionary from Jesuits (established in AD 1540) of Roman Catholic,
Xavier (AD 1505-1552, Spain) began missionary work in Kagoshima in
AD 1549. According to historians, with the help of Jesuits, Japan
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attacked Korea, known as the Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1592 (AD
1592-1598; King Sunjo, Admiral Sunshin Lee, and Toyotomi Hideyoshi).
It had been known that Jesuits had the desire to conquer the Korean

Peninsula.

However, the Jesuits couldn't fulfill their dream. The reason being, that
the Jesuits’ settling in Japan didn't go as smoothly as they thought it
would. Jesuits couldn’t overcome the barrier of Shintoism, a Japanese
national religion that had been rooted since 7 BC. Disproportionate to
numerous martyrs, Christianity is still an outskirt religion in Japan. The
same for the Protestants as | specifically mentioned the current state

of Japan and Christianity in the last column.

98 percent of Japanese are both directly and indirectly under the
influence of Shintoism. According to experts, there are three kinds of
gods (kamis): (1) nature gods, (2) ancestor gods, and (3) emperor gods.
Almost all Japanese believe in the existence of three kinds of gods,
fear them, and worship them. They worship gods for the sake of
themselves, their families, nation’s security, protection, and prosperity.

The three types of gods are Japanese guardian gods.

Japanese’ belief system in nature gods is that every living thing has
spirits and therefore are gods (kamis), including the Sun, typhoons,
mountains, fields, trees, grass, sea, river, fish, birds, insects, and rocks.
Among them, the Japanese particularly respect ‘'mountain gods (tree
gods, hunting spirits, and rock gods)' and ‘sea gods (Ebisu god, fish)'.
The reason is, that 70 percent of Japan's territory is covered with
mountains (13 percent is arable land), four giant islands (Honshu,
Hokkaido, Shikoku, and Kyushu), and 3,000 small islands.
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Japanese’ belief in ancestor gods goes as, when people die, their
spirits are purified in the mountain for a while. Then, they would be
transformed into ancestor gods and come down to their villages and
families. In short, they become ‘guardians’ of villages and families.
Their place of worship is in the village shrine and family altar.
Therefore, one must worship his or her ancestor gods for safety,

protection, and prosperity.

In addition, the Japanese gather the dead emperors at a shrine. They
also believe the currently living emperor is a god (kami) but is the
most valuable and good ‘kami’. Yasukuni Shrine (2.5 million people
who were killed in the war) is Japan’s most representative shrine. Japan
is a country filled with 8 million kamis, 85,000 shrines, and countless

family altars.

A religion with a belief system is called Shintoism. However, Shintoism
does not have a founder, religious sect leader, or sacred book. They
do have related books, but no Bible or anything like Buddhist
scriptures, or official sacred books like the Quran. It is not systemized

at all. It is merely a lax form of folk religion mixed with Buddhism.

On the other hand, Japan does have a systemized religion. The most
representative form of systemized religion in Japan is Soka Gakkai
International (established in AD 1930, 15 million people, 192
countries). A Komeito participating in the coalition cabinet these days
is part of Soka Gakkai International. Contrastingly, there is another
smaller systemized religion in Japan, Tenrikyo (established in the mid-

19th century, 1.2 million people). Both religions have branches in
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South Korea. They both have religious dogma related to Buddhism
and Shintoism in that after one’s death, one becomes a kami (god)
and an ancestor god (guardian). This belief system is also the majority
of the Japanese’ afterlife view, which originates from their deep-rooted

indigenous culture (Shintoism culture).

About 500 years ago, Christianity’'s gospel was spread on this very soil
(“rocky places” and “among the thorns”; Matthew 13:20-22) of
indigenous culture. Amid unfavorable conditions, many sprouts
sprung and suffered the pain of martyrdom. Unfortunately, the
Shintoism culture prevented them from producing Christians to the
number of hundred, sixty, or thirty times what was sown (Matthew
13:23).

Despite all these, Jesus did not neglect them. As He did the same to
closed-eyes Israel, Jesus left several faithful stumps (Isaiah 6:13; Daniel
4:15, 23, 26), also known as “remnants” (Isaiah 1:9,11:11; Jeremiah 23:3;
Zechariah 8:12; Romans 11:15) in Japan. Jesus protected the remnants

like “the apple of the eye” (Deuteronomy 32:10; Psalms 17:8).

For the past 100 years, American missionaries have been serving them.
In addition, God had Korean missionaries to join the squad for the
past 300 years. In speaking of the number of missionaries, Korean
missionaries exceeded the number of American missionaries. Korean
missionaries’ sacrifice and devotion are outstanding, which oftentimes
surprise American missionaries. The missionary work in Japan is

bearing a lot of fruit for Korean missionaries.
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We AMI had been serving Japan by our AMI Team visiting Japan a lot
of times and holding a seminar. AMI documents (Origination of
Religion, What Is The Purpose of Creation, Christianity Leadership, The

Book of Gospels, The Great Commission, Experience the Power of

Encouragement, God's Mystery, all translated by missionary Hakkun

Kim in Japanese) had long been widely spread all over Japan. It is truly
by God's great grace for us to join American and Korean missionaries

in serving Japan.

In this seminar, we served thirty Japanese and Korean missionaries,
teaching difficult subjects, Trinitarianism and Christology for four days.
Everyone was concerned given the complexity of the teaching
materials, but every participant understood thoroughly with no big
problem, which we bestow all glory and thanks to Jesus. First and
foremost, this seminar would not have been possible without the
devotion of AMI team members. It was the moment of reaffirmation
that AMI is truly a missionary community formed with dedicated
remnants. We are planning to lead a Seoul tour on Saturday after

completing the seminar on Friday.
Three Japanese participants will share their testimonies tomorrow,
replacing my sermon. We will sing praises in both Japanese and

Korean. It will be a graceful Japanese missionary week.

2023 April 30th
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May 2023

Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven
belongs to such as these."

Matthew 19:14



7t May 2023

Today is Children's Day. | pray today will be a memorable day for
children in every household. In recognizing Children's Day, let's remind
ourselves of the verse, Matthew 18:3-4, “I tell you the truth, unless you
change and become like little children (Paidlia in Greek), you will never

enter the kingdom of heaven”.

We all should be greatly blessed ones in heaven, which is a blessing
to be a partner of creation’s purpose (Genesis 1:28), a blessing to be
Jesus’ bride (Genesis 19:7-10), a blessing of royal authority to rule
(Revelation 21:24), a blessing of serving God's people and creations
with love (Genesis 1:28), a blessing of gold and silver articles (2
Timothy 2:20), and a blessing to be used for noble purposes (Romans
9:21). These blessings are not temporary, but eternal blessings that

last forever.

To whom do the blessings described above bestow? A blessed one
who receives grace from Father God and Jesus Christ (Romans 1:7). It
can't be done by one’s luck or by work, but only through God's
sovereign selection (Romans 9:6-22). God helps those who have
received the grace to inspire their free will to work for, do good deeds,
and obey God through the Counselor (John 14:16). The grace doesn’t
make one boast (1 Corinthians 13:4), doesn't make one condemn his
or her neighbors, but rather make one see the plank in his or her eyes
(Matthew 7:1-5), and show mercy to neighbors (Matthew 5:7). It is

truly a profound grace.
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Those who are blessed with grace don’t boast their good deeds, but
rather are humble (Isaiah 64:6). Not rude (1 Corinthians 13:5), always
protect, always trust, always hope, and always persevere (1 Corinthians
13:7). Always thankful for grace granted (Galatians 5:18). Not pay back
wrong for wrong (Romans 12:17, 1 Thessalonians 5:15). Confess,
knowing that in all things God works for the good (Romans 8:28).
These are the kinds of perspectives of vultures and Christians. We call
those who have received grace the “remnants” (Romans 11:5), which

is a foundation of Paul's Theology.

On the other hand, Almanianistic Christians, who prioritize and
emphasize human responsibility and free will, are relatively weak in
this area. They are always uptight, burdensome by self-imposed
responsibility, and anxious with stress and worries. They have no
peace. They believe in endless effort. Therefore, they scold, criticize,
and blame those who do not contribute an endless effort, which they
believe to be crucial. Their religious life is overwhelming. They can't
freely enjoy the life that has been set free by Jesus, the truth (John

8:32). This is an exact depiction of most Christians.

| believe most readers of my column agree with Paul's Theology. AMI
Church bases its foundation on Paul’'s Theology. There are some
contexts in the column that could be stiff to read or understand for
some and in short of universality and mass appeal. Despite all of this,

there are people earnestly waiting for the column.

At this AMI Japan Vision School, we were able to share Trinitarianism

and Christology based on Paul's Theology. It was ultimately helped by
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the Holy Spirit. Jesus showed us mercy by leading everyone to study
hard. For the full four days, the Holy Spirit led the participants to focus
on Trinitarianism and Christology which brought them to new light.
The participants of the AMI Japan Vision School shared with us that
what they had been curious about, hazed, and unclear for a long time
was finally clarified as they also shared with us during last week’s

sermon and missionary Hak-Kun Kim.

It was indeed a grateful time for every single AMI member who served
them as their every move in serving proved itself. They are already
trained with God's Word and trainers and ministers in fostering
disciples. They encouraged their disciples to join Japanese missionary
work. They set themselves as examples in serving as Japanese

missionaries.

They are preparing in prayer for the Second AMI Japan Vision School
that will be held on August 29th, Tuesday to September 1st, Friday; a
prayer for the participants from the first seminar to bear a lot of fruits
and a prayer for the participants from the second seminar. We pray in

faith that Jesus would send us the ‘remnants’ that He had prepared.

We pray in gratitude and are deeply moved to be able to serve the
precious remnants from Japan. We pray in the Holy Spirit's powerful
guidance for the holy spirituality of Japan’s ‘remnants’, brought by us
and Jesus. All this is possible because of the Holy Spirit's inspiration

and guidance. A representative spiritualist in the Bible is Job.

We should pray to become like Job's spirituality. "Job was perfect and
upright; he feared God and shunned evil” (Job 1:1). This couldn’t be
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done by one’s free will and through effort, but only by the grace of

Jehovah (Jesus).

Grace never left Job. Amid dreadful birth pang, his spirituality never
faded. It only grew noble and upgraded. God eventually granted Job
a "double blessing and longevity” (Job 42:10-17).

We are living in an era of birth pang (Matthew 24:13). Almost
equivalent to Job’s birth pang, we are in a severe birth pang. At times
like this, we are much in dire need of Job's spirituality. Amid intolerable
birth pang, Job not only maintained but also upgraded into a noble
character and more feared Jehovah. He surely must have been a

‘remnant’ in grace in that he received an upgrade of his spirituality.

Including readers of the column and remnants in Japan, Job's
spirituality is required. However, it is only possible by grace directly
from Jehovah (Jesus). To become Job’s spirituality-like, an upgraded
grace is required. In other words, a spirituality upgrades to a noble
spirituality in the midst of the birth pang. I'm sure that Jesus would
grant us grace and an upgraded grace as a bonus for AMI Japan Vision

School.

What is the reason behind it? Jesus would raise many who are Job's
spirituality and his upgraded spirituality alike in Shintoism-infused
Japan. Jesus would send them to us. They are the harvesters of Japan
before Jesus' Second Coming and during harvesting season. We
should help them so that they can deliver their vocations successfully.
This is the vision we carry along with us in serving them. It is a great

grace Jesus offered us.
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We walk step by step, led by the Holy Spirit. Now is the only
beginning. We should serve them with Job's spirituality and his
upgraded spirituality. After the birth pang, Job received double

blessings and a long life that he never even asked for.

However, we are perfectly fine even without receiving the blessings
above like the confession of Habakkuk (612 BC- 605 BC): “Though the
fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though
the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are
no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet | will rejoice in the
Lord, | will be joyful in God my Savior” (Habakkuk 3:17-18).

2023 May 7th
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Jesus blessed us in such a way that we are studying and serving Japan
these days. Japan has a longer history of Christianity than us, but
couldn’t bear the fruits of the gospel like us. Japan's soil of gospel is

infertile, waiting for our help.

For the past four years, Korean churches have helped and sown
countless seeds of sacrifices and devotion. Still, about a thousand
Korean missionaries are actively committed on-site in Japan. They are
watering the seeds in tears (1 Corinthians 3:6), doing their best. There
are significantly countless missionaries on site as if they are solitarily
walking in the dark without any recognition. There are also many
missionaries who are in despair because of constant failure to meet
their expectations and bear the fruits of effort. Japan is indeed a

spiritually dry land.

There are a substantial number of missionaries who are living on a
spiritually arid land, daily praying in tears for weary souls. Their tears
would not be in vain. We ought to wipe the tears of the missionaries.
We are incapable of loving Japan like they love Japan. We couldn’t go
any near to their effort, contribution, and sacrifice. It is just

incomparable.

We presumptuously try to tag along the Japan missionary work that

our senior missionaries have arduously set up a base. We can't do the
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Japan missionary work by ourselves without their help. We must

accompany them. We are in absolute need of their help.

God has proven the fact from the previous first AMI Japan Vision
School. Korean missionaries sent their Japanese missionaries to us.
Not only that, missionaries themselves also joined the seminar. It was
a marvelous sight of a union to witness. | hope Jesus will show us
unity as well for the second AMI Japan Vision School that will be held

at the end of August. Please join us in prayer.

Japan is Samaria to us. There are many Samaritan women in Japan.
Korean missionaries have already evangelized the Samaritan women.
The women are doing their duties at best leaving their water jars and
bearing fruits. Though slow, faithful remnants are appearing just as we
just met them in the first AJVS.

We plan on tagging along the current Korean missionaries on-site in
Japan and serving Japanese (Samaritans). Jesus would send us the
prepared Samaritans. A question here. Why did God venture to have
us participate in the mission of evangelizing Samaritans? That's

because we have been trained well and ready to execute the mission.

Thankfully, Jesus has trained and prepared us for a long time to deliver
the ‘Samaria Mission’. Through the previously held first seminar, Jesus
allowed us to gain experience in serving them. Still lacking, but we
were able to bear a promising fruit. We look forward to the upcoming

second seminar.
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As | have said in last week’'s sermon, countless predestined children
of God, including Jews and Gentiles would be evangelized during the
Seven Years Tribulation. Among them, Japanese predestined God's
children are included (Revelation 8:7-18:24), by Japanese wild olive
tree witnesses. We would reunite in joy at Jesus’ wedding supper
(Revelation 19:7-10) after they were resurrected from being martyred
(Revelation 11:3 -12, 20:4).

Afterward, the Millennium Kingdom would unfold (Isaiah 11:6-9,
65:17-25). During the span of time, mass evangelization would happen
among the Jews and Gentiles, who are predestined children of God,
yet evangelized. "They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy
mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge [Trinitarianism,
Christology, Soteriology, Creation’s Purpose, Pneumatology, Holiness,
Eschatology, etc the Seven Theologies] of the Lord [Jesus] as the

waters cover the sea (Isaiah 11:9).

In order to be prepared for the time, we are planning to intensively
share the seven subjects with our Japanese brothers and sisters. This
is to add just a bit of extra on top of the knowledge they already have
to be of any help. A simple requisite in serving the Japanese is learning

simple Japanese conversation skills.

At this point, one would ask, Dr. Hwang, why are you giving us
pressure by forcing us into Japanese missionary work whilst we
struggle every day just to get by our own daily lives? Such a question
shouldn't be a surprise. It is expected that there would be a lot who

would be asking the question. Why? Because Jesus already told us
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that the time before the Second Coming would be like “the days of
Noah" (Matthew 24:37-39).

Then Jesus continued to teach on the six parables. (1) Two Men in the
Field (Matthew 24:40), (2) Two Women Grinding with a Hand Mill
(Matthew 24:41-42), (3) Servants Who Give Food of Gospel at the
Proper Time (Matthew 24:45-51), (4) The Parable of the Ten Virgins
(Matthew 25:1-13), (5) The Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30),
and (6) The Sheep and the Goats (Matthew 25:31-46). Jesus classified
the parables into two groups: raptured Christians and Christians who

would go through the Seven Years Tribulation.

Jesus called the raptured Christians “faithful and wise servants”
(Matthew 24:45), “good and faithful servants” (Matthew 25:21, 23), and
“sheep” (Matthew 25:33). On the other hand, Christians who would
not be raptured and “weeping and gnashing” their teeth (Matthew
24:51, 25:30) during the Seven Years Tribulation are called, "wicked”
(Matthew 24:48), foolish virgin (Matthew 25:8), "wicked [and] lazy
servant” (Matthew 25:26), "worthless servant” (Matthew 25:30), and
“goats” (Matthew 25:33).

Obviously, another group of remnants, the 'martyrs’ (“the two
witnesses”; Revelation 11:3-4), who won't be raptured to fulfill their
vocations during the Seven Years Tribulation wouldn't be called by
those shameful names. They would be the greatest brides at the
wedding supper and as well in the Kingdom of Heaven (Matthew 5:19,
18:1, 23:11).
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Teaching the parables, Jesus ordered the Christians before Jesus'
Second Coming. (1) endure (Matthew 24:13), (2) watch (Matthew
24:42), (3) be ready (Matthew 24:44), and (4) cry out the Second
Coming of Jesus (Matthew 24:45-25:46). Those who follow the above
would join the wedding supper (Matthew 25:21,23; Revelation 19:7-
10).

Why are we devoting our time, effort, and substance to Japanese
Missionary work? It's because of Jesus' command and promise.
However, they don't apply to all Christians. In fact, most Christians are
not even interested or given a chance. They tend to neglect the
chance, thinking of it as embarrassingly overwhelming. Then let me

ask, why are you readers joining this missionary work?

That is because you are blessed. You are a wise servant, wise virgin,
good and faithful servant, and a servant like a sheep. Not because of
luck. How would one know he or she is a blessed servant? It becomes
transparent when one reflects on the heart in serving the Japanese

missionary work.

The blessed ones embrace the Japanese missionary work,
wholeheartedly. They try to not miss out on anything about it and
regard it as a valuable gift. They cherish Japanese brothers and sisters
and support them with their own time, heart, prayer, and substance
with joy. They set their priority on it (Matthew 6:33). They see the
Japanese brothers and sisters from the perspective of an eagle. This is

the true reflection of the blessed ones.
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The blessed ones see that the Japanese are passionately evangelizing
Japanese before the Parousia and us being part of it. Also, they see
Japanese people being raptured with us. The blessed ones also
envision the Seven Years Tribulation, along with the image of the
Japanese avidly evangelizing during the Seven Years Tribulation. The
blessed ones also foresee the remnant Japanese being martyred,
resurrected, joining the wedding supper and ultimately meeting us in
delight.

Also, the blessed ones see through the eyes of faith that during the
Millennium Kingdom and at the New Heaven and the New Earth, we
all together would be kings (Revelation 21:24) through the eye view
of an eagle. They foresee our forever heaven partners because they

are wise.

Because those scenarios are so lucidly visible, we couldn't help but
actively engage in Japanese missionary work with gratitude and being
deeply touched. The fact that Jesus, who came in the form of 100%
human (John 3:13, Philippians 2:7), also had the perspective of an
eagle, was a major reason He was able to endure the pain and

humiliation of the crucifixion (Hebrews 12:2). He saw the future.

2023 May 13th
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Japan is spiritually asleep as if a lion is in deep sleep. They should
wake up before the Second Coming of Jesus. They have things to get
done. However, they can't wake up on their own. Somebody needs to
wake them up. Churches in the U.S. and South Korea have helped

them for a long time, yet still in sleep. Such a pity.

AMI isn't necessarily powerful, but planning to lend a helping hand.
We cannot fulfill this missionary work all by ourselves. We are in need
of active help and teamwork from Korean Residents in Japan
missionaries. This has been proven through the opportunity sparked
at the previously held First AMI Japan Vision School. We look forward
to another spark of opportunity through the Second AMI Vision

School that will be at the end of August. Please join us in prayer.

Jesus has led us to serve Japanese Christians. In order to serve them
well, we should know about them. Though the same children of God,
there are differences between them and us in many ways, including

language, culture, worldview, values, and most importantly, spiritually.

Each of us is different in (1) spiritual capacity (2 Timothy 2:20-21), (2)
measure (metron in Greek) of faith, spiritual gifts, grace (Romans 12:3-
8), (3) spiritual level, (4) theology, (5) translation of Bible, (6) preference

of Eschatology, (7) viewpoint on Israel, (8) perspective on This World,
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(9) viewpoint on other religions, (10) viewpoint on afterlife, (11)

viewpoint on the Kingdom of God, and even (12) viewpoint on Christ.

We shouldnt assume that they would obviously have the same
perspective on everything like ours. Despite different perspectives on
various factors, there's one common viewpoint we share, which is on

Trinitarianism, Christology, and Soteriology.

That is a spiritual tradition that is to believe, confess, and fear the fact
that Jesus is the Second God, 100% divinity, 100% human, and a one
and only savior. Those who have such faith are called the evangelicals.

They are distinctively distinguished from religious pluralists.

AMI is an evangelical faith community and so is AMI Japan Vision
School. We study evangelical theology. We may be different in minor
factors, but most importantly, we accept our differences within the

boundary of evangelical theology.

We shouldn't quarrel with each other because of subordinate
differences. "... it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen” (2
Timothy 2:14). This is a teaching Paul taught his spiritual son, Timothy
in a hereditary manner. We should listen to this teaching as well, which

is a pure reflection of true wisdom in God.
God will send us Japanese fellows with diverse theological

backgrounds described above. It is our vocation to share a Jesus-

centered theology, the evangelical theology.
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A vocation that shares the notion to quit unnecessary arguments in
God, but rather agree on the differences in each other and be in one.

This is also known as a vocation of harmony in diversity in Christ Jesus.

However, we shouldn’t be stuck here. We should share the urgency of
Jesus’ Second Coming with Japanese fellow Christians whom Jesus
sends to us. We should share the diverse Eschatology Theories and
the identity of the Two Beasts. Moreover, we should instill in them a
sense of ‘discernment of times." We should share with them the Birth

pang Theology.

A lot of things need to get done, but not all at once. The Holy Spirit
would lead us step by step. Please join us with prayer and
contributions for the Second AMI Japan Vision School that will be held
at the end of August. Let's participate with all one heart in fulfilling
the vocation for the sole glory of the Trinity God.

2023 May 20th
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| refer to Japan as a spiritually asleep lion. Why? Japan is politically,
economically, and culturally powerful and influential. Japan is officially
the most respected and favorable country after the United States and
the United Kingdom. Japan is also one of the countries with a dozen
Nobel Prize winners. With A Population of 120 million, the size of

Japan is as much as 1.7 times the size of the Korean Peninsula.

Yet, Japan is spiritually asleep. According to Operation World (2010,
Jason Mandryk, p. 488-494), Japan is the largest unreached party,
population-wise. Despite the fact that Japan has received the gospel
for the past 500 years, they are still remaining as a spiritually asleep

lion.

It was AD 1549 when Japan first received the gospel. It all started
upon the arrival of Jesuit Roman Catholic missionary, Xavier (AD 1506-
1552) at Kagoshima. Afterward, the believers accelerated to the
number of 100,000 in AD 1580 and to 45,000 in AD early 1600. It was

known that there were a significant number of intellects and Samurai.

On the other hand, there's been a rumor that Korea accepted Catholics
about the same time around. The theory goes that during the War of
Japanese Invasion of Korea (AD 1592-1598), 100,000 Jesuit members
joined the war and Cespedes, a Jesuit missionary, evangelized the

gospel to Koreans.
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Meanwhile, Doo-un Chung returned to Korea in 1631, carrying a
Catholic book written by Matteo Ricci (an Italian Jesuit priest based in
China, who wrote the De Deo Verax Disputatio). In addition, between
AD 1636 and AD 1637, Crown Prince Sohyeon brought the Catholic
book to Korea (AD 1631) after being released from a hostage during
the Qing Invasion of Chosun (AD 1636-1637).

A lot of historians see the beginning of the Catholics in South Korea
to be in AD 1779. At that time, figures like Byeok Yi, Yak Young Jeong,
Yag Jeon Jeong, and Yak Jong Jeong systematized Catholic doctrine.
Afterwards, Seung Hoon Lee (AD 1756-1801) became the first baptized
Catholic in Korea. He was baptized in Beijing by priest Gramont in AD
1784. If we base the beginning of the Catholics in Korea on the
Japanese Invasion of Korea (AD 1591-1598), it is around the same time

Japan received Catholics.

Japan's history of Protestantism is around the same time Korea
received Protestantism. The origin of Protestantism in Japan is called
the Treaty of Peace and Amity between the U.S. of America and the
Empire of Japan (AD 1854). Aftermath, the arrival of U.S. medical
missionary, Hepburn (AD 1815-1911) in Yokohama marks the origin
of Protestantism in Japan (AD 1859). He was the first residing

missionary in Japan.

On the other hand, the origin of Protestantism in Korea is when
Korea's first residing missionary, Allen (AD 1858-1932; doctor, entered
Korea in AD 1884) arrived after the United States-Korea Treaty of 1882
(AD 1882). A year later, missionaries Appenzeller (AD 1858-1902;
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Methodist) and Underwood (AD 1859-1916; Presbyterian) entered

Korea as residing missionaries.

On the other hand, Presbyterians came to Korea way earlier than they
did to Japan. There was a transient missionary who stayed a month in
AD 1832. Luterian German missionary, Gutzlaff (AD 1803-1851) who
resided in China, arrived near Hwanghae-do Cape Jangsen (AD 1832,
carrying Chinese Bible and Christianity documents) and evangelized
for about a month while staying. His re-entrance was denied due to
the Policy of Seclusion. This all happened 27 years before missionary

Hepburn's entering Japan.

Later, British missionary Thomas (AD 1839-1866) from the
Congregational Church, who was carrying out missionary work in
China, was martyred in the Daedong River (AD 1866). Whilst, the Bible
he brought with him sparked the fire of evangelization in Korea. As a
result, 240,000 Protestants surfaced in AD 1920. They were 1.8% of
the entire population of 20 million. Not long after, from 1960, the ratio

of Protestants started to suddenly rise with exponential growth.

We should know about the modern history of Japan to understand
Christianity in Japan. According to historians, Japan’'s past 500 years
could be categorized like the following: (1) the Age of Civil Wars (AD
1467-1603), (2) Edo Period (AD 1603-1868), (3) Meiji Period (AD 1868-
1911), (4) Taisho Period (AD 1911-1926), (5) Showa Period (AD 1926-
1989), (6) Akihito Period (AD 1989-2019), and (7) Naruhito Period (AD
2019-present).
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The persecution of Catholics was the severest during the Edo Period.
Referring to the public announcement by Japan's Roman Catholic
Church, after an Anti-Christian Edict (1613) during the Edo Period and
until the allowance of Christianity of the Meiji Period in 1873,
approximately 5,500 Catholic believers were martyred throughout 260

years. On the contrary, Japan'’s Protestant martyrs were relatively small.

In contrast, so much blood of Protestants was shed in Korea. Though
not exact, the martyrs were countless. Throughout the time surpassing
the Japanese Colonial Period, North Korea's communism, the Korean
Civil War, and still ongoing Communist North Korea's persecution,
there are a myriad of martyrs. According to the World Christianity
statistics, North Korea is the number one Christianity persecution
country. We could have been able to become the world's second
missionary giant because of the North Korean martyrs’ bloodshed
(Revelation 12:24).

Japan is also a land soaked with the blood of martyrs, though not as
much as ours. Then why is Japan still spiritually asleep? | believe there
are a lot of reasons factored in. One of them, | think, is possibly the

missionaries’ left-leaning theological thought.

A social gospel ideology of Methodist missionary McCay (AD 1824-
1907) is one of the cases of many. He established the Aoyama Gakuin
(academy) in 1874 and taught various progressive theologies. Among
the students, Korean students were also there. Pastors Chang Geun
Song and Jeong Jun Kim are alumni of the Cheongsan Academy,

starting with Pastor Jae Jun Kim, a representative progressive
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theologian and the founder of the Presbyterian Church in the Republic

of Korea.

The school established by the second missionary, Clark (AD 1826-
1886), a Dean of the Agricultural Department of the University of
Massachusetts, was the Sapporo Agricultural College in 1875. He was
a Congregational Church missionary with a progressive mind. He
applied advanced dairy farming methods and became the first degree-
awarding personnel. He produced many notable figures in Japan back
then.

One of them was Uchimura Kanzo (AD 1861-1930), an influential
Christian philosopher back in the time. He was a Non-Church
Ideologist. His ‘Non-Churchism’ affected all churches in Japan. |
believe it is not an overstatement to say that most alleged believers
in Japan not attending church even to this day lies on his Non-
Churchism. It also affected us as well by his pupils, including Kyoshin

Kim, Dal Young Yu, and Seok Heon Ham.

There is another school, the Doshisha University (established in 1875),
founded by Japanese Joseph Hardy Neesima once he returned to
Japan after being appointed as a missionary of the Congregational
Church. He graduated from the U.S. Congregational Church Theology
School, Andover Seminary. The school also taught the progressive
theologies. Korean alumni included Hwang Kyung Koh, Jeong Ji

Young, and Dong Ju Young.

As such, Japan's representative Protestant educational institutions

were progressive groups. During the Second World War, the Japanese
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government unified all the Protestant Christian congregations and
called it a Unified Church of Christ in Japan (AD 1941). Not only that,
the Japanese government unified all the Protestant congregations in
Chosun and called it a Korean Union Church. All these were done for

one purpose: Emperor of Japan Worship.

Once Japan collapsed (AD 1945 August 15th), the Unified Church of
Christ in Japan recovered. The biggest congregation within was the
Unified Church of Christ (Two hundred thousand members,
progressive theologies, religious pluralism). The second largest was
the Spirit of Jesus Church (Fourteen hundred thousand members, half
conservative and the other half progressive). The rest Protestant

congregations were relatively small.

As you can see, Japanese churches are spiritually in deep sleep. We
should wake them up. This is a cry of Japanese Evangelist Christians.
They are requesting help from Korean churches. We have already sent
about a thousand missionaries to Japan and they are devoting all their
best. Though we don't have much power, we are planning to serve
Japan, hand in hand with those missionaries. Japan would surely wake

up before long.

2023 May 27th
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And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in
the whole world as a testimony to all nations,
and then the end will come.

Matthew 24:14



2" June 2023

Why is Japanese Christianity in a spiritual deep sleep? That is because
the denominations that do not believe in Jesus’ imminent Second
Coming are holding sway in Japan. The religious bodies include the
Roman Catholic Church, the Greek Orthodox Church, the Anglican
Church, the Church of Christ in Japan, etc. Their theory on eschatology
is putting Japanese Christianity on hold. What is their theory on
eschatology? Postmillennialism, a one of Christianity’'s four
eschatology theories. The four eschatology theories are (1) Historical
Premillennialism, (2) Dispensational Premillennialism, (3) Amillennia-

lism, and (4) Postmillennialism.

There is a need for Christians of these days to study the above four
eschatology theories to be proficient in the skillset, a discernment of
times. This is one of the core Christianity doctrines, which you could
study in depth at AMI Bible Academy (ABA), even available on
YouTube. Our AMI teams have already studied and are now teaching

students.

Though the first three eschatology theories have different opinions
about the Millennium Kingdom, their beliefs on eschatology are
coherent. They state that there must be a severe birth pang before
Jesus' Second Coming. They have a pessimistic viewpoint on this
world. They believe Satan and its power should take over the scene,

which is all led by Jesus' design and Jesus' consent (Matthew 24:6).
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Among them, the two representatives are believed to be the "two
beasts” (Revelation 13:1-18). They also believe the fact that right
before Jesus’ Epiphany, the Two Beasts would be thrown into the lake
of fire after the Seven Years of Tribulation (Revelation 19:20). In the
midst of the birth pang, a leading group of evangelizing the
unreached people are the groups (1) to (3) mentioned above (Matthew
24:14).

On the other hand, (4) Postmillennialism is based upon ‘left-leaning
non-evangelical theory'. Though the same Christian, a perspective on
‘this world’ of Postmillennialism is directly opposite from the groups
(1) to (3). The groups (1) to (3) view ‘this world" optimistically, which
is evidenced by their action to motion the New World Order, led by
the ‘two beasts’ (Revelation 13:1-18). This is a must 'antichrist’ ideology
that must occur before Jesus' Second Coming, which is Jesus'

prophecy and His design.

In order to establish the New World Order, they are deploying all
kinds of deception like the following. (1) ‘Fake World Peace
Movement' through the United Nations, (2) ‘One Religion Movement
by declaring Religious Pluralism’ through Vatican and WCC, (3) One
Government and One Economy Movements' through the United
Nations and International Organizations, (4) movement of spreading
an easily controllable left-sided Communism and Socialism by China,
Russia, and surely, Europe, United States, and Canada throughout the
world, (5) movement of intentionally decreasing population, (6) Save
the Earth Movement, (7) Human Rights Movement, (8) Protecting
Disabilities and LGBTQs as part of Anti-Discrimination Law, and (9)
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Unification of all religions and Evangelical Defiant Movement as part

of Anti-Discrimination Law.

These movements are to must (de/in Greek; Matthew 24:6) to happen
before Jesus’ Second Coming. Though their movements could appear
to be succeeding, that's not how they are going to end. They certainly
and undoubtedly fail at the end. The Two Beasts who have been acting
as bosses would be thrown into the lake of fire (Revelation 19:20)
before Jesus' Epiphany and then the Millennium Kingdom would begin
(Revelation 20:1-6). That is when Satan would be locked up in hell for
a thousand years (Revelation 20:1-2). However, Satan’s underlings are

untouched and still remain active during the Millennium Kingdom era.

Towards the end of the Millennium Kingdom, the last harvest war is
held with the involvement of Gog and Magog. Afterward, Satan and
its underlings are thrown into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:7-10).
Then the White Throne Judgement awaits, in which the children of
Satan would exactly be judged just as the Book of Death is written
(Revelation 20:11-12). Then they are thrown into the lake of fire
(Revelation 20:13-15, 21:8). That's how the School of Creation Purpose

is closed. Jesus offers the school to the Father (1 Corinthians 15:24).

This is the Eschatology of Historical Premillennialism and
Dispensationalism. The problem is that there are not many who
believe likewise in Christianity in Japan whom we serve. Most of them
rather believe in Postmillennialism, which is a pity. By the way, where

are their beliefs laid upon?
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It is viewed that it must have been the influence of Protestant
missionaries from the United States in the late 19th century and early
20th century. Most of them are rooted in Postmillennialism. Belief in
Postmillennialism grew stronger, particularly in Aoyama Gakuin
Academy, Sapporo Agricultural College, and Doshisha University. They

are still influencing Protestantism in Japan.

On the other hand, Evangelical missionaries came to Korea. Those
were Methodist missionary Appenzeller and Presbyterian missionary
Underwood who came to land in Korea in AD 1885. They were the
Dispensational  eschatologists. At that time, Dispensational
Eschatology was a hot topic in Korea. In the thick of it, the Presbyterian
Church that laid the foundation (1953) on Postmillennialism was
established by Pastor Jae-Jun Kim (1901-1987). Also in the 1980s,
Amillennialism entered in Presbyterian Church and Postmillennialism
in the Methodist Church. As of this day, there are four theories in

existence in Korea.

The Eschatology of the above groups (1) to (3) is preferred by the
Evangelists. However, some in South Korea seem to be uncomfortable
due to their different beliefs on eschatology contrary to the
Eschatology believed by the groups (1) to (3). Nevertheless, all are one
in Jesus’ command to preach the world the gospel of the Kingdom as
described in Matthew 24:14. This is how we, South Korea, became the

world's second-largest missionary country.
Meanwhile, Jesus prepared the remnants (Isaiah 1:9; Romans 11:5) in
the church in Japan. For the past 30 years, about a thousand Korean

missionaries have been serving them, so we are tagging along in the
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mission work by accompanying the Korean missionaries. This has been
proven in the past at the First AMI Japan Vision School. | look forward
to the Second AMI Japan Vision School that will be held at the end of
August. God will have us share the Evangelical Theology with the

remnants.

They will be trumpeters waking up the sleeping Japanese Christians.
We are the helpers for them to deliver the ‘trumpet missionary’. Let
us help them with our spiritual gifts. They are presents God has given
to us. They are our friends and families. They are our companions who
share a common worldview and an afterlife view. Let's serve them with
all our hearts. They are an opportunity and privilege God has granted

to us.

2023 June 2nd
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10t June 2023

According to missionary experts, Japan is still considered an unreached
country. Despite 500 years of Christian history, still, Japan has not been
able to escape from the disgraceful title, of an ‘unreached country'.
Truly an interesting fact. On the contrary, South Korea, as the neighbor

of Japan, is the world’s second-largest country of a missionary giant.

This day and age is close to Jesus' Second Coming. Children of God
hidden in Japan must be evangelized, which is Jesus' goal and hope.
For this purpose, approximately thousands of Korean-Japanese
missionaries are devoting themselves to Japan evangelization and we

are part of them.

God has given us a vocation to devote ourselves to establishing home
churches from northern Hokkaido to southern Okinawa. This is
definitely not an easy task, but possible only through grace (Romans
1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:3) coming from the Father and the Son (Acts 1:8).
It is not possible only through our own effort or vision. We and every
Japanese missionary that we serve must be clothed with grace and

power.

Not only us, but also every single Japanese missionary God is sending
to us should receive grace and power. Jesus would surely pour grace
and power on us and to Japanese missionaries since Japanese
evangelization is Jesus’ purpose and hope. The First AMI Japan Vision

School evidenced itself. The students who participated are now
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bearing beautiful fruits of the outcome since their return to Japan.
Looking forward to the Second AMI Japan Vision School which will be
held in late August because the prior participants are also bringing

their friends and families as well.

The Holy Spirit would give us a new vision for the Japan home church
establishment mission. God will show the vision to Japanese
missionaries who have been trained at AMI at Jesus’ time (Ecclesiastes
3:1). We are patiently waiting for Jesus’ time with the vision. They are
waiting for Jesus' time without recognition or any dim light. | am truly

proud of them and thank Jesus for all of them.

Surely Jesus would give all of our AMI team members the “crown of
righteousness” (2 Timothy 4:8) and the “crown of glory” (1 Peter 5:4).
Why is that? Every one of you is both indirectly and directly
participating in the teaching of 2 Timothy 4:7-8 and 1 Peter 5:1-4. Not
only that, but also because we are serving them in prayer, and
devotion, and providing support for the Japanese missionaries to

receive crowns like us. This is the true grace.

We are like the Team Paul that ran the Hall of Tyrannus (Acts 19:9).
Paul was not alone. Paul had his faithful fellow companions, consisting
of Luke, Timothy, Titus, Priscilla, Aquila, and Tychicus. Likewise, | have
all of you. About a hundred students graduated from the Hall of
Tyrannus. They formed the home churches in the Roman Empire
(Romans 16:5; 1 Corinthians 16:9; Colossians 4:15). This is the model

we're trying to implement in Japan missionary.
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Three hundred of the Early Church was Catacomb Church, a home
church. It was pure but began to corrupt once the buildings were built
and institutionalized. Shortly, it became a religion, politics, privilege,
influential, and factionalized. It resulted in the formation of the Roman
Catholic Church, Greek Orthodox Church, Syriac Orthodox Church, and
Egypt Coptic Orthodox Church. The mainstream Protestant

denominations since the Reformation (AD 1517) were no exception.

Surprisingly, the 'home church movement' is rising across churches all
over the globe, including the United States. The ‘home church
movement’ has already been in existence among Communist, Islamic,
Hindu, and Buddhist countries. The movement has accelerated since
the Covid-19. It's been said that since COVID-19, churches in Japan
are also following the trend. There is a need for us to go along with

the movement as well.

A year before Paul was martyred (AD 67), Paul sent Timothy a pastoral
letter, which also happened to be a will, who was preaching at the
Ephesians Church (a home church). That is what we all know as the 2
Timothy. Paul ordered Timothy, “You then, my son, be strong in the
grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things you have heard me say in
the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also
be qualified to teach others” (2 Timothy 2:1-2). Envisioning the fourth
generation starting from him, Paul suggested a ‘mission challenge’ to

Timothy.
Paul suggested to Timothy the two requirements of the ‘mission
challenge’: (1) teach well and (2) be faithful. A faithful meant being

persistent, remaining unchanged, and keeping faith. Paul continued to
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challenge Timothy, "Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of
Christ Jesus. No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian
affairs- he wants to please his command officer. Similarly, if anyone
competes as an athlete, he does not receive the victor's crown unless

he competes according to the rules” (2 Timothy 2:3-5).

A question here. What are the 'rules’? The rules are competing (living
a religious life) by abiding by the following lists in chronological order:
(1) Vertical Commandment, (2) Horizontal Commandment, (3) the
Great Commission (Matthew 6:33, 22:37-39, 28:19-20). Competing in
accordance with the above rules in order is crucial. There is a victor
crown only when competed in that chronological order. If not, there

is no victor crown even if won. Competing in order is vital.

Paul teaches Timothy that he himself had been competing the rules
in order, “I have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have
kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day-
and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing”
(2 Timothy 4:7-8). Then Paul challenges Timothy that 'both of you and
your disciples should compete according to the rules in chronological

order'.

What Paul challenged Timothy is also a challenge for us whilst serving
Japanese ministers. If we do not follow the rules in chronological
order, all of our and Japanese ministers’ efforts will be in vain. In other
words, all of our efforts would not be remembered by Jesus. Including

myself, all of us should carve ourselves into the competition rules and
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rules of chronological order. We should set ourselves an example to

the Japanese whom we serve for them to follow in our footsteps.

Another question here. Why does the chronological order matter? If
the order is messed up, we, instead of Jesus, are glorified in the
process of Japanese missionary work. Naturally, our greed and pride
take precedence. We become conceited before even realizing it. We
spread rumors we are good at missionary work, expect compliments,
and fully indulge in it. Not only that, human'’s sinful nature and
weakness are fully exposed. Without knowing it, we violate the rules

of creation’s purpose.

What would be the methods of overcoming this? That is to compete
(living a religious life) according to the rules in chronological order.
In-depth, it is to place the Vertical Commandment as the first priority.
When we place the Vertical Commandment (Creation's Purpose) as
the first priority, the Holy Spirit leads us by giving us the power to
carry out the Horizontal Commandment and the Great Commission

after another.

God allows the ones like the above to bear the fruits of the Great
Commission. The fruits that Jesus takes delight in and remembers. The
fruits that Jesus is glorified wholly. Our Japan mission should bear the
fruits likewise. Though it appears to be successful, in mixed order, it is

never acknowledged by Jesus, though it would by people.
Our AMI Team members, including myself, should be aware that in
Japan missionary work, our top priority is obeying the ‘Vertical

Commandment'. Then it is obeying the ‘Horizontal Commandment’. A
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‘Great Commission (Japan missionary work)' is meaningless without

the first two commandments.

We already know that because we are determined to do Japan
missionary work and that we have been trained in accordance with
ABA studies and bible studies, the Holy Spirit will slowly, but surely
guide us to grow to become suitable to abide by the rules in the

‘chronological order'.

Therefore, Jesus would have us bear fruits for Japan’'s mission work.
Jesus would give us the promised “crown of righteousness” (2 Timothy
4:8) and the “crown of glory” (1 Peter 5:4). With faith, we are to humbly

serve Japan.

2023 June 10th
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16" June 2023

According to Japanese anthropologists, Japanese ancestral origin
could be classified into three categories. (1) Jomon People, (2) Yayoi
People, and (3) Multiracial. Jomon People is the oldest ancestor out
of three. They are known to have crossed the continents such as China,
Korean Peninsula, Maritime Province, Taiwan, and Indochina. Hence,
Jomon People are collectively those who crossed the continents

described above and Ainu People who have come to Japan earlier.

The Yayoi People are a population that crossed the Korean Peninsula
throughout the Baekje Period (18 BC-AD 660). They pushed the Jomon
People to the border and took the title of a major race. It is known
that Japan’s Royal is the line of the Yayoi People. However, as time
passed, a distinction between Jomon People and Yayoi People
disappeared since they started marrying each other. These days, 90%
of Japanese are a mixed race of Jomon People and Yayoi People.

According to anthropologists, there are 16 languages in Japan.

According to the Bible, a population spread across the globe after
Noah's Flood (2458 BC, Genesis 7:11) by Noah's three sons. They were
(1) Shem (Asian; Genesis 10:21-32), (2) Ham (African; Genesis 10:6-10),
and (3) Japheth (European; Genesis 10:2-5). They formed 70 nations
(ethne in Greek) (Genesis 10:1-32) and used a single common

language (grosson in Greek, tongues in English; Genesis 11:6).
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What does the word ‘nations’ (ethne in Greek) mean? Not only in a
political sense, but the word also imposes cultural significance. It
encompasses custom and tradition. On the other hand, the word
‘tribes’ (phylon in Greek) is closely linked with the ideas of biological
and genetic traits, which encompass a clan, tribal (Matthew 22:30),

family, and blood.

The term 'peoples’ (/ao/in Greek) is used to depict a ‘spiritual position’.
It is largely used to describe people of God and people of Satan. The
‘peoples’ is used to call Jewish (Matthew 2:4, Acts 26:17, Romans 11:1)
and to refer to every Jewish and Gentile children of God (Matthew
1:21). The word "tongues’ (grosson in Greek) represents the "tongue”
in Matthew 7:33 and Acts 2:3; represents “tongue” (1 Corinthians 14:9).

The Tower of Babel marked the incident in which Jehovah God (Jesus)
scattered languages into 70 different languages as a result of Nimrod's
(Genesis 10:8-12) violation of ‘creation’s purpose’ (Genesis 11:4).
Jehovah God (Jesus) created the 70 scattered languages into 70
different nations (Genesis 11:7-9). Today's 8 billion population is
formed with 7,000 languages and diverse cultures. In the Millennium
Kingdom, Jehovah God will simplify the diverse society into a single

and simpler society like that in Noah's time.

After the Tower of Babel incident, the society we're living in has
become a diverse nation, race, people, and language. Children of God
are living and breathing in it. When Jesus comes back through

Parousia, He will come sitting on His throne (Matthew 25:31).

164 ~ June



He will also bring His bride candidates (1 Thessalonians 4:14).
Meanwhile, there still would be bride candidates among alive children
of God. By having them raptured as well, they will have a joyful reunion
with bride candidates who would have already come down from
Abraham’s Bosom (Matthew 24:40-25:46; 1 Thessalonians 4:17). It

would be an official ‘International festival of Jesus’ brides'.

John saw the scene in advance (AD 95; Revelation 7:9-10): “After this
| looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, tribe, people, and language, standing before
the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes
and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in
a loud voice:

‘Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the
Lamb'. It is evidenced that the raptured candidates of the bride would

be from all over the world in every domain.

At that moment, the bride candidates from Abraham’s Bosom join the
scene. All of them and the raptured ones worship the Lamb. “Amen!
Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and

strength be to our God forever and ever. Amen!” (Revelation 7:12).

The worshiping scene resembles an ‘international festival’, but not the
kind of drinking, feasting, and dancing festival. Neither is a networking
party. Then what kind? A 'Lamb worship party’ that only worships the
Redeemer. Only the Lamb is the main of the party. What are we

praising and worshiping for?
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The fact that He designed the ‘Mystery of God before Creation’ (1
Corinthians 4:1). The fact that He put His design into action. We
worship and praise on a realization of the ‘absoluteness and
Importance of Creation’s Purpose’ through the Lamb. On that ground,
we set our hearts that the Lamb should be eternally honored and

glorified.

Indeed, the scene of the ‘Lamb Worship Party’ is extraordinary. There's
a message we must take away from this, which is the ‘Lamb Theology’,
a prerequisite subject for bride candidates. The ‘Lamb Theology’
consists of Trinitarianism, Christology, and Soteriology. Those who are
trained with the Lamb Theology and share the teaching are the bride
candidates. This is evidenced by the way they worship at the Lamb
Worship Party.

How do they worship? They focus on the ‘Lamb’s Redemption’ and
worship the Lamb who fulfilled it. The Lamb represents the Redeemer
who has become a complete human. He is the headmaster of
Creation’s Purpose School (Human One; John 3:13). He is Jesus who
has become the Lamb to teach us the absoluteness and importance

of Creation’s Purpose. They focus on the Lamb and praise Him.

Therefore, in our life as Christians, we should arduously study the
‘Lamb, the Redeemer Theology'. Meditating it every day, we should
praise and worship with gratitude and must teach one another. Doing
so could spare one from awkwardness at the party once raptured and
naturally join the bride-candidates group, which would be equivalent

to surrounding himself or herself with a familiar environment.

166 ~ June



This doesn't apply to us, but also to the Japanese teams we serve. We
should help them to not be awkward once they as well join the party.
We have discussed the subject at the First AMI Japan Vision School.
Visioning the "wedding feast” with everyone joining (Revelation 19:7-
10), we are here once again determined to serve them in prayer
(Hebrews 11:1).

2023 June 16th
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23 June 2023

There are many Christians with different theological backgrounds in
the Japanese Christianity community. We encounter myriad pastors,
theologians, ministers, and believers with diverse theological
backgrounds during Japanese missionary. We also meet other Korean-
Japanese missionaries who share different theology backgrounds than

us.

It is striking that though the same Christians, a difference in
theological background often leads to miscommunication,
inconvenience, being thought of as strange, and occasionally looked
upon as a heretic. Very confusing indeed. A definite mutual disbelief

takes up the space.

The incident isn't happening only in Japan and South Korea but is
happening commonly throughout Christianity in the world. We are
living in a 'YouTube Era’. A difference is publicly displayed on YouTube.
By means of a difference, blaming and condemning fellow Christians
with different theological differences. Making matters worse, those
videos have a lot of views, and people actually have fun watching

them.

Several non-Christians even take pleasure in watching the quarrel.
Indeed, it is foolish and shameful, to block a route to evangelize. It is

also known as ‘an act of hindering from evangelizing’. Unfortunately,
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one doesn't recognize the fact that one is the interferer of
evangelizing. One rather prides himself as a ‘guardian of truth’. One
doesn’t recognize one's spiritual ignorance and spiritual insensibility.
However, these must happen during the Era of Birth Pang of the

Gospel.

The days we're living in this time is the era of the Birth Pang of the
Gospel before Jesus' Second Coming. It is the ‘Era of Deception’, the
‘Era of Confusion’, and the ‘era when many Christians cause one to sin
and sin themselves (Matthew 24:4-5, 10-11, 23-28)". No need to be
alarmed. Jesus prophesied (designed) that these signs must occur

before Jesus’ Second Coming.

Causing little ones to stumble, self-claimed spiritual leaders are full of
it these days (Matthew 18:6), who would have a large millstone hung
around his [their] neck and be drowned in the depths of the sea. With
all kinds of sugar-coated teachings, self-claimed spiritual leaders are
publicly committing to make the little ones sin in the name of Jesus

on YouTube.

Which Christians are the target to stumble? They are Spiritual Infants
(nepios Greek; 1 Corinthians 3:1) and Spiritual Child (paidion Greek;
Matthew 18:2), also referred to as Nominal Christians and Sunday

Christians. They take up 70% of the entire Christians in the world.

This day is the age when those Christians are massively stumbling due
to an unbiblical humanistic gospel, mostly shared through YouTube.
It is full of 'nice life, nice faith-oriented gospel’, ‘success-oriented

gospel’, ‘problem-solving oriented gospel’, ‘exorcism-oriented gospel’,
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'healing-oriented gospel’, 'prophecy-oriented gospel’, 'happiness-
oriented gospel’ ‘counseling-oriented gospel’, and ‘family ministry-
oriented gospel’. They are all done in the name of Jesus. They are
followed by countless articles, miracles, and with the most views. In
fact, a number of Christians are consoled and their problems get

solved.

However, consolation and problem getting solved are extremely
temporary. They need to get constantly fueled. They are addictive.
Why is that? The above gospels are made up of yeast. Gospels made
with yeast are sweet and easy to digest but aren’t any help for spiritual

growth.

Nominal Christians and Sunday Christians stay as they are. They are
reluctant to eat gospel made without yeast (Exodus 12:8). They don't
like the taste of it. Surely, a gospel made with yeast is much more
appetizing. It is as convenient as fast food. It could easily solve

imminent personal issues.

Therefore, it is no surprise that they are not even looking for bread
made ‘without yeast’ (Exodus 12:8). Teaching and preaching that are
‘without yeast’ are boring enough to get anyone to sleep. Therefore,
people avoid churches that preach without yeast at all costs, which is

exactly what the ‘spiritual infants' and ‘spiritual children’ do.
A problem is that the number of ‘spiritual infants’ and ’spiritual

children’ outnumber. They are the go-to target of Satan like predators

preying on defenseless cubs. Jesus specifically prophesied that this
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happening would become more prevalent at the time of Gospel Birth

Pang.

This day and age is the Gospel Birth Pang Period (Matthew 24:8).
Incidents that cause to stumble ‘must’ (de/ in Greek; Matthew 24:6)
happen because it is Jesus' prophecy (design). We are living in a time
when these incidents must take place. None of us can stop them from

happening. They must happen.

Who are the people who ‘stumble’? They are Nominal Christians and
Sunday Christians. They are the main prey. The false prophets, false
pastors, and false teachers (Matthew 24:24) deceive (p/anao in Greek;
Matthew 24:4-5) them just as Jesus said.

The false prophets, false pastors, and false teachers deceive with the
sugar-coated humanistic teaching made with yeast. They smoothly use
a logical and rational approach using flowery language to tempt. They
draw popularity with the human-centered gospel, also known as the
sugar-coated gospel. They say every religion is the same. They deny
the traditional ‘justification of evangelism of proselytism’. Such
teaching is not only popular among Christians but also among non-
Christians. Accordingly, religious pluralism theologians and pastors are

revered as true religious men.

“They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious
wolves” (Matthew 7:15). "Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord,
did we not prophesy in your name, and your name drive out demons
and perform many miracles?’ Then | [Jesus] will tell them plainly, I

never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!” (Matthew 7:22-23).
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Countless Nominal Christians and Sunday Christians are lured by them.
Jesus prophesied that even the elected children of God would
helplessly give in to them (Matthew 24:24). If not fully equipped with
the “"armor of God” (Ephesians 6:12) by studying the ‘Seven

Theologies', it becomes inevitable to be carried away.

Once seduced by the teachings of religious pluralists, Matthew 24:28
records that they immediately turn into carcasses (ptoma in Greek).
They are preyed on by the "eagles” (hor aetoi in Greek; Satan and its
underlings).

A question. Why did Jesus design it likewise? It seems rather
incomprehensible from our own rational and logic. To think that even
the elected children of God would be lured into carcasses and preyed
on by the eagles! It is indeed perplexing to think that salvation could
be annulled, which is contrary to the statement, ‘once saved, saved for

eternity’ (Calvin's Perseverance of the Saints; John 10:28).

Of course, it is true that ‘once saved, saved for eternity’. However,
there’s an exception, which is when saved children of God severely
violate the rules of Creation’s Purpose. In other words, that would be
when one scratches God's pride. From a biblical reference, there was
an incident, ‘worshiping of the Golden Calf'(Exodus 32:4). Among the
saved Israelites, the three thousand who led and worshiped the golden
calf were killed by Jehovah (Jesus) (Exodus 32:28). To simply put,

Jehovah (Jesus) voided their salvation.
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Moses earnestly requested to Jehovah (Jesus), "Oh what a great sin
these people have committed!... But now, please forgive their sin- but
if not, then blot me out of the book you have written” (Exodus 32:31-
32). Moses was saved through the exodus, a major event in which he
got his name written in the Book of Life. However, he was asking his
name to get ‘blot out’ that's already written. In other words, he was

asking for salvation annulment.

Jehovah (Jesus) replied to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me
(severely violating Creation’s Purpose) | will blot out of my book”
(Exodus 32:33). Meaning, it's a warning that despite whoever had
exodus (saved through the blood of the lamb) from the life of a slave
in Egypt (life in this world before salvation) and has name written in
the Book of Life, it could be voided.

Paul also believed in salvation annulment (Romans 9:3, 1 Corinthians
9:27). Jesus said that Christians who follow religious pluralism will be
lost at His Sermon on the Mount of Olive (Matthew 24:23-28). As of
this day, we are seeing what Jesus said actually happening more than
ever in the very sight of us. Many Christians are being lost through
YouTube. Their names are being blotted out from the Book of Life.
The main targets that are preyed upon are ‘spiritual infants’ and

‘spiritual children’. We should protect them.

Some people often say that once saved, forever saved. Such a thing
as salvation annulment is unbiblical. The reason why people are
committing apostasy is because they aren’t fundamentally saved. The

already saved ones could never possibly commit apostasy. What they
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are supporting is the claim of Hyper Calvinists. | don't agree with their

claims.

A question. Why did Jesus allow apostasy among Christians as a sign
of Jesus' Second Coming? That is to wake (Matthew 24:42) Christians
before Jesus’ Second Coming, get ready for Jesus’ Second Coming
(Matthew 24:44), and cry out and preach the imminence of Jesus'
Second Coming (Matthew 24:37-25:46). In order to become one, an
in-depth study in the Seven Theologies is essential, which is also Jesus’

‘dysfunctional education method'.

What is our duty at this time and age? Obviously, helping out the
‘spiritual infants’ Christians and ‘spiritual children’ to not lose their
salvation. That is to fully teach them the Seven Theologies without

yeast and thoroughly arm them with God's armor.

Same for the Japanese. We should teach the remnants that God sent
us the Seven Theologies without yeast so that they would be fully
armored with God's armor. Also, we are to teach the true face of

‘religious pluralism’ and help them not to get carried away.

Likewise, we are to establish family churches by the Japanese
themselves who are taught by us throughout Japan on our behalf.
Also, we are to let the Japanese Christians teach one another and
share their vocation in Japan. Jesus’ will towards Japanese mission

work is in this. Let us participate in prayer.

2023 June 23rd
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July 2023

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.
Acts 1:8



7t July 2023

We have finally arrived after completing our Middle East mission trip.
Through the prayers of everyone, we have been able to successfully
complete our duties. It has been a rough two weeks. We have served
15 ethnic groups in the Middle East. They are the gospel harvesters at
the Last Time sent by Jesus. They are important ministers for the

evangelization of the Middle East.

There is not a slight chance we can meet people like them on our
own. Jesus has sent them to us. They are so precious. Jesus has moved
me to wholeheartedly serve them and said they are “the apple of His
eye” (Deuteronomy 32:10, Psalms 17:8). So | have served them with
my best.

Throughout the mission trip, | wasn't tired at all. The Holy Spirit surely
gave me strength (Acts 1:8). Considering it was a restless two weeks,
it was indeed a miracle | wasn't worn out at all. As a result, without a
single exception, all people who served and were being served ate
fully of difficult theological issues. All of them were approximately 230
people from three different language regions (Turkey, Persia, and
Arab).

God sent us three professional translators from three different
language regions. They are the ones who translated my three books.
A Turkish translator is a minister at the international church in Istanbul;

A Persian translator is a minister at the church of Iran in Istanbul; An
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Arab translator is a minister at Cairo in Egypt. Again, God sent them

to us.

They want us to continue to accompany them. It sounds to me like
the voice of the Holy Spirit just as Paul's vision of the man of
Macedonia (Acts 16:10). | promised to revisit them this coming
October. | need a persistent prayer from everyone in this regard. Not
only Japan but also the Middle East is the mission field of everyone.
Though you may not be able to physically accompany us, please join

the Middle East mission in prayer moved by the Holy Spirit.

There are particular nations that sincerely need our prayers. They are
underground church members of Iran and Afghanistan. In that regard,
they are equivalent to that of North Korea. Please pray for them during
prayer for North Korea. This time, the two countries’ underground
churches participated. Witnessing how careful they were of their

possible exposure was a reaffirming factor of the severity.

There was one thing | was reaffirmed of during the Middle East
mission of this time. It was the heat of the gospel spreading
throughout the Middle East. They are desperate for God's Word. They
earnestly wait for Jesus' Second Coming. On the other hand, the
teaching of religious pluralism is also spreading like wildfire. They are
greatly confused. They are waiting for biblical Evangelical teachings.
They are like the carp ceaselessly coming to the surface of the fish

tank to take in oxygen.

Missionaries sent from all over the world are providing oxygen to

them. Their devotion and contribution are immense. Their sacrifice is
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impossible to go unnoticed. Though lacking, we were given an
opportunity to accompany them by Jesus’ grace. There was an
involvement of Korean missionaries, yet again. At the very corner, we

are carrying out the vocation with them.

Please pray for every video content and book made for each ethnicity
in the Middle East with their languages (Arabic, Turkish, and Persian).
All the seminar videos are also made in three languages. The books,
The Origin of Religions, What Is The Purpose of Creation, and Four
Gospels and The Great Commission are provided through the three
languages as well, which are wildly spreading across as if they are

winged.

This isn't to make Thomas Hwang a well-known name. | ask you to
pray for them to forget my name and only their faith to lay a strong
foundation on Jesus. Please pray for them to be Jesus' faithful brides.
Please pray for them to faithfully complete their duties as Middle East

Harvesters before Jesus' Second Coming.

2023 July 7th
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13t July 2023

A heat wave of the gospel is heavily occurring in the Middle East. The
number of Messianic Jews, Messianic Arabs, and Messianic Farsis is
increasing at a surprising rate. Judaism Jewish, Islamic Arabs, Islamic
Iranians, and Islamic Africans are being evangelized. And the rate of
speed is only getting faster. With everyone's prayer, it will be even

faster.

Originally, the Middle East was the background of the Bible,
particularly the Wide Area of Eden before Adam'’s fall. It was the center
of the Earth and the universe. A main stage of the Old Testament, the
Middle East was the area of the Assyrian Kingdom (860 BC-626 BC; a
part of Syria and Irag) and Babylon Kingdom (626 BC- 539 BC). They
were descendants of Abraham. The two kingdoms had been used as
a dysfunctional education method for Israel. They were anti-Semitic

Kingdoms.

God used the two kingdoms when Israel was against the Creation
Purpose. By using the Assyrian Kingdom, God had the Kingdom of
Northern lIsrael collapse (722 BC; 2 Kings 17:1-41). Through the
Kingdom of Babylon, God had the Kingdom of Southern Judah (586
BC; 2 Kings 24:18-25:26) and the Temple of Jerusalem collapse (586
BC; 2 Kings 25:9-10). God used the kingdoms as dysfunctional

kingdoms.
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On the other hand, the Kingdom of Persia (539 BC - 330 BC) was
Semitic. It was the Kingdom that consoled and brought the collapsed
Jews to recovery through the four kings. (1) King Cyrus (580 BC - 529
BC), (2) King Darius (522 BC - 486 BC), (3) King Xerxes (486 BC-465
BC), and (4) King Artaxerxes (465 BC- 424 BC).

King Cyrus was deeply touched by the Holy Spirit which led him to
feel the need to reconstruct the Temple of Jerusalem (in the first year
of the reign of King Cyrus; 580 BC; 2 Kings 36:22-23; Zechariah 1:1-2).
It happened in the sixth year after the Temple of Jerusalem was
destroyed. He even handwrote the Holy Spirit-inspired plan for the

reconstruction and proclaimed it to every part of the Kingdom.

His successor, King Darius fulfilled it. In the second year of King Darius
(520 BC), God had the prophet Haggai order the rebuilding of the
Temple of Jerusalem to the then-governor-general of Judah,
Zerubbabel, and Joshua, the high priest (Haggai 1:1-2). The rebuilding
was completed in the sixth year of the reign of King Darius in 516 BC
(Ezra 6:14-16). This was definitely not a coincidence. A prophet
Jeremiah (626 BC - 586 BC) already prophesied about the rebuilding
in Jeremiah 25:11-12. The above incident was an accomplishment of
the prophecy. The two kings were merely used in completing the

prophecy.

With unerring accuracy, Jeremiah's prophecy was fulfilled. It is a tragic
and painful history of Hebrews. They needed consolation. God used
the kings of Persia, Cyrus and Darius to console them by making them

into Semitic kings. So was the successor king, Xerxes (ruled from India
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to Ethiopia; Esther 1:1,8:9). He made Jewish Esther the Queen Consort
(Esther 2:17) and Mordecai second in rank to King Xerxes (Esther 10:3).

King Xerxes' successor, King Artaxerxes (grandson of King Darius) was
also Semitic. He appointed his Jewish cupbearer, Nehemiah (445 BC-
433 BC) as a governor in the land of Judah from King Artaxerxes’
twentieth-year reign to his thirty-second-year reign (Nehemiah 5:14).
God started the rebuilding of the Temple of Jerusalem'’s gates through
Nehemiah. According to Josephus (1st century Jewish historian), the
reconstruction of the gates of the Temple Jerusalem took about two
years and four months from the twentieth year of the reign of King
Artaxerxes in BC 445 and was completed in BC 422. As such, Jehovah
(Jesus) consoled the Jewish nation by turning the Persian Empire into

the Semitic Kingdom.

Ironically, the master of history (Matthew 28:18, John 3:35) has
changed Iran (Persia, the origin country of Shia Islam) to a completely
opposite country. It is a radical anti-Semitic country. Particularly Iran
is on the most radical side, rooted in the Eschatology Theory advanced

by Shia Islam.

The theory goes, that once Israel is completely exterminated by Iran
invading and annihilating Israel, their awaited Messiah would finally
come. A complete extermination of Israel is the core of Shia Islam'’s
Eschatology theory. In the meantime, it is a fulfillment of the prophecy
on the Seven Years of Tribulation as it's recorded in the Book of Ezekiel
chapters 38-39. The main purpose that Iran nowadays is making

nuclear missile weapons in secret is here. Also, despite international
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society’s opposition, the major reason for Iran’s destruction of nuclear

facilities is here as well.

Likewise, God used the above three Middle Eastern kingdoms (Assyria,
Babylon, Persia) during the Old Testament era. With no exception, God
also used the Middle East during the New Testament. It was the center
of the Early Churches. When Jerusalem Church was persecuted (Acts
8:1-3) due to disobeying the order of missionary work (Acts 1:8), most
saints were scattered to the extent of reaching the Turkish area. Back
in the time, Turkey was the center of the Middle East countries. As
such, Peter (1 Peter 1:1) and Jacob (James 1:1) as well frequently visited

Turkey to serve their disciples. Turkey was their main missionary stage.

Turkey was also a main missionary stage for Paul. He founded lots of
churches, including Asia’s seven churches (Revelation 2-3). He
established the School of Tyrannus in Ephesus (Acts 19:9), the first
theological school in the Church Period. He sent about 100 ministers
to all parts of the Roman Empire after two years of training. Ephesus

was the origination of evangelization in the Roman Empire.

In AD 70, an official persecution of Christianity started, which also
marked the beginning of the Catacomb. Most of the catacombs were
in Turkey until Emperor Constantine officially approved Christianity as
a national religion in AD 313. Since the official approval of Christianity,
the Five Church Diocese had been formed in the Roman Empire (AD
63- AD 476): (1) Roman Church, (2) Constantinople Church, (3) Syria
Church, (4) Jerusalem Church, and (5) Alexandrian Church.
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The Five Diocese Churches held the Four Ecumenical Councils in order
to define theologies at no other place, but in Istanbul in Turkey. (1)
Council of Nicaea (AD 323; Christianity), (2) Council of Constantinople
(AD 381; Trinitarianism), (3) Council of Ephesus (AD 4371;
Pneumatology), (4) Council of Chalcedon (AD 451; Jesus’ Hundred-
Percent Divinity and Humanity; Mariology). Basic theologies of

Christianity are settled in Turkey, not in Jerusalem.

Meanwhile, the master of history, Jesus (Matthew 28:18, John 3:35) let
Muhammad (AD 570-AD 632) appear as a dysfunctional figure. He was
an Arianism Christian who did not believe in Jesus’' hundred-percent
divinity. Born in Mecca, he founded the religion, Islam at the age of
40 after being visited by angel Gabriel (which is fake) at Hira cave in
AD 610 at Mecca.

The story continues, after being visited by a fake angel Gabriel,
Muhammad flew with angel Gabriel on a white horse to the Temple
Mountain (where they claim that Abraham offered Ishmael instead of
Issac) and then to heaven before finally coming back to Mecca (the
whole event is known as ‘Miraj’; AD 621). After the incident, he took
refuge in Medina (AD 622-630) and returned to Mecca before he died
two years later (AD 632). The three sanctuaries in Islam are Mecca,

Jerusalem, and Medina.

From the death of Muhammad, Islam was dramatically spread. Only
by the sixth year of his death, Jerusalem (AD 638), Egypt (AD 639),
Turkey (AD 700), and Persia (AD 750) entirely became Islam,
respectively. The above Five Diocese Churches, except the Roman

Church, were defenselessly exterminated. Indeed, such a tragedy. The
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birthplace of Christianity has become desolate without a trace by

[slam.

A question from here. Why didn't Almighty Jesus hold back all these
tragedies? (Revelation 15:3) Did Omniscient Jesus (Romans 11:33)
already know about all these? Are these also Jesus’ designs? Yes, surely
they are. He could create destroyers (Isaiah 54:11) and darkness (Isaiah
45:7). He doesn't create a thing to go to waste (Isaiah 45:18). He even

creates evil for himself (Proverbs 16:4).

Jesus used Islam as an evil teacher group in Creation’s Purpose School.
They are an important evil group of teachers in educating God's
children (students) on the absoluteness and importance of creation’s
purpose. Islam is under the control of the second beast (religious
antichrist; Revelation 13:11-18). All of them are thrown into the lake
of fire (Revelation 19:20) on the eve of Jesus’ Second Coming

(Revelation 19:11-16). Their collapse is not too far away.

A question from here. The churches in the Middle East were wiped
out (since AD 700). They were completely Islamized. Does this mean
that there has not been a single child of God in the area since AD
7007 Not at all. God left a few ‘stumps’ (Isaiah 6:13) and ‘remnants’

(Isaiah 1:9, Romans 11:5). God had them serve Jesus amid persecution.

On the other hand, it is most likely that most predestined children of
God in the Middle East (Matthew 7:13-14, 1 John 3:10) have lived as
Muslims and have been sent to Abraham’s bosom (Luke 16:22), not to
hell, taught at the so-called gospel seminar (1 Peter 3:19. 4:6) and

then sent to heaven. | believe the same rule applies to people
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worldwide (predestined children of God, but unreached people),

including our ancestors.

Another question. The eyes of Israel were closed in AD 70. The eyes
of the Middle East were also closed in AD 700. Why did Jesus design
likewise? That is because of Jesus' rule of saving a life (John 12:24).
Jesus, with no exception, became a kernel of wheat that fell to the
ground and died on the cross (Deuteronomy 21:23, Psalms 22:1,
Matthew 27:46). The Jewish people and Middle Easterners (God's
predestined children) should also die (closed-eyed and wouldn't be
able to see Jesus) so that the predestined children of God in the rest
of the world could live with their eyes open. This evidences the

principle of saving a life.

Jesus’ Life-Saving Principle, it is. When was it designed? Before
Creation. We call this the Mystery of God (1 Corinthians 2:7, 4:1;
Romans 16:25-26). On the other hand, Israel’s eyes-closedness before
Creation is called the Mystery of Christ (Ephesians 3:4). | also believe
that the Middle East's eyes-closedness is also the Mystery of Christ.

Then when would their eyes be closed? That is until the number of
Gentiles is met (Matthew 24:14; Romans 11:25-26). Surprisingly,
several groups of Middle Easterners are opening up their closed eyes.
They are Jewish people, Arabs, and Persians, the groups who believe
in Jesus’ identity. | call them Messianic Jews, Messianic Arabs, and
Messianic Farsis, respectively. What are these incidents portraying?
The fact that the harvesting season of Gentiles is almost close to an

end. It is a warning sign that Jesus’' Parousia is imminent.
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These days, the remnants are in dire of spiritual hunger in the middle
of Muslim persecution.

Most of them are remaining in the stage of Prosperity Theology,
Gospel of Success, Healing Theology, Prophecy Theology, and This
World Blessing Theology. They are the mole, chick, and sparrow
perspective viewers. Their theologies aren’t even organized. They are
explicitly exposed to the possibility of losing to the lure of religious
pluralism (Matthew 24:23-28). They are like the carp in the fish tank
searching for oxygen. Through the most recent mission trip to the
Middle East, | got a fact check in that regard.

We should help them through prayer. I'm helping on-site, which is
impossible without the prayers of everyone. The last mission trip has
been possible because of everyone's prayers. Though each and every
one of you wouldn't be able to physically meet all of them, we will at
Jesus’ wedding feast (Revelation 19:7-10). Foreseeing the effer-
vescence through the eyes of faith and the perspective of an eagle in
advance (Hebrews 11:1. 12:2), the Holy Spirit would lead us to pray
for them. What kind of prayer?

That they (1) stand firm on the birth pangs (Matthew 24:13), (2) keep
watch (Matthew 24:42), (3) be ready for Jesus’ Second Coming
(Matthew 24:44), and (4) teach, share, and cry out the soon to be

coming Jesus’ identity (Matthew 24:37-25:46).

2023 July 13th
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21 July 2023

| am currently in country C at a temporary residence, serving minority
people. Jesus has selected them and sent them to us despite the
difficulty of free travel due to the restrictive nature of the country. All

of them are young adults and God's grace has led them to meet us.

They hunger for God's Word. All of them are passionate about the
gospel. They are busy writing down the notes. They study through the
late nights reviewing what they all learned. So devoted indeed. They

are like the crops searching for oxygen to breathe in a fish tank.

There are 100 million Christians in country C. A majority of people
have already been evangelized. No need for us to invest resources in
evangelizing the majority group. They are doing just fine on their own.
Now is the time to focus on evangelizing minority people and we are

participating in it.

Before Jesus’ Second Coming, minority people in country C should be
evangelized. There are a total of 56 minority groups in country C. If
categorized, the number grows into three thousand groups. The rate
of evangelization of minority people is accelerating. Given the large

number of minority people, a strategic approach is essential.

We have been preparing for it for a very long time. As a result, God
has sent us a group of faithful young ministers representing minority

people. | have been wholeheartedly serving them. Now is the only
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beginning. From now on, every one of you should join in this ministry
face-to-face on-site. The fact that we could serve them on-site is an

amazing grace.

Now is a golden chance to pour out all we have learned to them.
Along with Japan, we have been able to serve the minority people in
country C. Our shoulders have become heavy.

Jesus has shown us grace to serve Japan and minority people in
country C.

Let us be the ones who actively participate in this grace by devoting
our time, prayers, supplies, and talents. This is a golden opportunity. |
hope you take it seriously. Be keen on the Holy Spirit's inspiration and
lead.

Jesus prophesied in the sermon on the Mountain of Olives, “As it was
in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.
For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark;
and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came
and took them all away...” (Matthew 24:37-39). Unfortunately, those

are the ones with no grace.

On the other hand, Jesus said there are faithful and diligent ones at
the last harvesting time. Jesus called them, "wise servant[s]” (Matthew
24:45), "wise virgin[s]” (Matthew 25:8), “good and faithful servant[s]”
(Matthew 25:21,23), and the ones who are to inherit the Kingdom of
God (Matthew 25:34). Jesus’ prophecy must be accomplished. All that

Jesus said is remarkably and exactly being accomplished these days.
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They are the brides of Jesus who are being raptured. They are the
ones who inherit the Kingdom of God (Matthew 25:34). To be part of
the group, Jesus has given us an opportunity to serve the Japanese
and the minority groups in country C. It is an amazing grace. It is a
golden opportunity. We would be granted such a noble title once we
serve them as our first priority. As a reminder, the title is definitively

not given to anyone.

2023 July 21st
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28t July 2023

| am currently in Vietnam, Hanoi. We are serving the northern part of
minority people for a week. There are 50 AMI Theology School

students who joined us last year in April.

We work together with the largest denomination in Vietnam, CMA. All
the students are members of this denomination. Originally, a foreign
instructor could not stand on the stage. Therefore, it is done under

the government'’s special dispensation that | am standing on here.

It is surely Jesus' amazing grace and knowing that, we are trying our
best in response to Jesus' amazing grace. We are teaching them about
the Trinity and Christology, which is a difficult subject. However, we
are deeply touched by the scene that the participants, who are coming
from the deep mountains, are fully understanding. This is truly by the

help of the Holy Spirit.

With the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, an on-site translating pastor is
also serving at his best. Especially, kudos to pastor Joseph Jung who
is our Vietnam missionary of our AMI team. All of it could have been

possible because of the prayers of everyone.
We have a day more of the lecture left. All students will return on a

night bus. It is a very rough ride crossing the highlands which takes
about 15 to 25 hours. Please pray for their safety.
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Please pray for them to return full of learning and to bear lots of fruits.
They proudly say unanimously that they reaped lots of fruits after they
returned, learning Eschatology in April last year. | couldnt
comprehend enough in words how proud and precious they were. |

truly thanked Jesus.

Particularly, the minority people in the northern part of Vietnam are
the ones who really need consolation. Since their independence from
France, they have been under tremendous persecution by the
Communists. They have been severely isolated and racially
discriminated against. They are the people who kept faith through all

that. They are a lot similar to our North Korean Christians.

A suppression of Christianity is still extreme on the northern side of
Vietnam even after the Vietham War. The northern part of Vietnam
and the southern part of Vietnam distinctively have different aspects.
Jesus has given us those who are being persecuted as an opportunity

to serve them.

We never know when the door to opportunity will close, which adds
more to the reason to serve them, not missing out on a chance. |
serve on-site and the rest of you, from the back. Thank you all for so

faithfully accompanying us.

2023, July 28th
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August 2023

You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you
are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still
to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against

kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various
places. All these are the beginning of birth pains.
Matthew 25:6-8



5th August 2023

The effect of global warming is serious. The situation is critical. A
continuous unprecedented heat wave is happening not only in South
Korea but also in neighboring countries and worldwide. According to
weather experts, the situation will only get worse, if not more severe.
They also expect that the coming winter will be colder than any other
time. It all comes down to the point that every creature on earth is
suffering. Whenever everyone on earth seems to suffer likewise, it
often prompts different responses. Some say with an optimistic
viewpoint: ‘It will eventually smoothen out. It will get better. It shall
pass. Modern technology and science could solve this problem as they
all did in the past human history. This is not the first-time human
civilization has suffered. The problem is solvable through human
wisdom and ability. Especially considering the Al day and age we are

living in, this shouldn’t be a big deal whatsoever'.

Surprisingly a lot of Christians are thinking the way just described
above. They are known as ‘Evolutionary Theists’. They prefer 'human
responsibility theory’ and ‘reliance on human freedom theory'. They
say that stopping global warming is to human responsibility and
Christians should actively involved and lead in stopping the global

warming crisis. An organization, WCC, is a representative example.

WCC is the group that tries to rule the entire world and humankind

with the “two beasts” (Revelation 13:1-18) under their control by
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turning the world into a paradise. They are the groups that pursue the
New World Order, also known as ‘religious pluralists’. With
sugarcoated words like ‘humankind evangelization’, ‘social
evangelization’, and ‘local evangelization’, they are the groups that
deceive and lure (Matthew 24:4-5, 23-28) countless children of God.

On the other hand, some ‘evangelical Christians think otherwise. They
believe the global warming crisis is Jesus' design, one of many birth
pains (onion in Greek; Matthew 24:8) that must (de/in Greek; Matthew
24:6) occur before Jesus' Second Coming. They also believe it should
only get severe. They surely do know all the effort of WCC is in vain.
They also know that right before Jesus' Second Coming (Revelation
19:7-10), the two beasts, including WCC will be thrown into the lake
of fire (Revelation 19:20).

We know their ends very well. Those who know their ends have the
ability to discern times and they should act it out because “in the
same way, faith by itself if it is not accompanied by action, is dead”
(James 2:17). Jesus taught us the discernment of times and how to act

in accordance, specifically at the sermon on the Mount of Olives.

There are four ways in total: (1) endure to the end (Matthew 24:13),
(2) watch, awake (Matthew 24:42), (3) be ready for His coming
(Matthew 24:44), and (4) teach, share, cry out the Second Coming of
Jesus (Matthew 24:45-25:46). All of it is written in an imperative tone.

Jesus calls those who obey those commands as ‘wise servants’
(Matthew 24:45), ‘wise virgins' (Matthew 25:8), ‘good and faithful

servants’ (Matthew 25:21,23), ‘those who will inherit the Kingdom of
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God' (Matthew 25:34), and ‘brides who would be raptured’ (Matthew
24:40-41, 25:21,23). They won't be in the Seven Tribulations, but those
who disobey will (Matthew 24:51, 25:30).

This command is Jesus' prophetic warning. Since it is Jesus’ Word, it
must be accomplished. We all should pay closer attention to Jesus’
prophetic warning. One should not let in at one ear and out at the
other. That is when the blessed ones and those with no blessings are
distinguished.

Some would say, ‘Pastor Hwang, we've heard it enough. Please stop.
We're getting sick of it. | am very well aware of it, but | won't stop
because to do so is my responsibility as a pastor. God sent me to you
all to hear me nagging everyone to make you all become the blessed

ones.

Thankfully, Jesus has sent many faithful and blessed ones to AMI
Church. This is Jesus’ amazing grace. Not minding my ceaseless
nagging and challenges, they faithfully obey and join the cell mission,
ABA mission, NK mission, Japan mission, C mission, video content
mission, and document mission with gratitude and joy. Amazing
indeed. All the missionary work every one of you is participating in is

front-line mission work.

Each and every one of your contributions to the rear missionary work
is huge. Every time | go on-site to the missionary, every one of you
accompanies me through intercessory prayers. Every one of you has

been graceful in your contribution to the past mission trips to the
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Middle East and Southeast Asia. | was able to carry out the front

missionary work through your prayer and graceful contribution.

Why are we participating in this missionary? We aren’'t doing it, but
Jesus is, as a matter of fact. Jesus entitled us to be companions. Jesus
gave us an opportunity. It is truly Jesus' amazing grace. We merely

joined Jesus’ amazing grace. There's nothing to brag about it.

We merely humbly obey with no words for such an opportunity given
to us. The Holy Spirit will lead us to do so likewise: “But seek first his
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to
you as well” (Matthew 6:33). There's nothing that we are doing. So no

need to stress out. Also, there’s nothing to flaunt.

We are simply excited by the fact that we were given such an
opportunity. We are thankful and impressed. We see the missionary
sites as one of our parishes with the perspective of an eagle. We aren’t
drowned by worries about what we eat, drink, and wear (Matthew
6:25-32). We let things be held in Jesus' hand. Jesus knows our needs
(Matthew 6:32). If we first seek His Kingdom and His righteousness,

God will fulfill all our needs. This is Jesus' promise.

However, this promise doesn't apply to all Christians. It applies to
God's disciples who were used as tools for Roman Empire
evangelization. Likewise, if you are selected to be a harvester of
foreign countries’ missionary work during the time of Jesus' Second

Coming, the promise will apply. | hope you will experience it yourself.
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Remarkably, those who are selected to commit to a foreign country’s
missionary work do not think otherwise regarding the promise. They
believe in the promise and have peace. They believe this promise and
act it out to the extent that it numbs them and they do experience
the promise. | sincerely pray our AMI teams experience such grace in

themselves.

2023 August 5th
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11t August 2023

A typhoon has strongly hit the continent and moved upward to North
Korea. We should pray for not too much damage in North Korea. A
massive loss for impoverished farmers is expected. Like adding insult
to injury in that they are already suffering from a shortage of food,
their difficulty seems severe, which is all the more reason to feel the
pain of North Korea's underground brothers and sisters and pray for
them.

Typhoons, heavy rain, heat waves, and wildfires are the birth pains due
to climate change. The weather forecast predicts that this coming
winter is going to be hit by an intensified cold wave. As of this point,
it is nearly impossible to not pray for our people in North Korea. My
heart aches thinking of underground church believers and those who
are imprisoned in prison camps because of their faith in Jesus. They

are the "remnants” (Isaiah 1:9, Romans 11:5) of North Korea.

They should endure to the end of the birth pain (Matthew 24:13), be
awake (Matthew 24:42), prepare for His coming (Matthew 24:44), and
be the ones who cry out, teach, share, and preach (Matthew 24:45-
25:46) about Jesus’ Second Coming even in difficult circumstances. We

have a responsibility to pray for them.

It is not feasible for us to physically experience the pain of the

remnants. We only hear of them. Therefore, we can't feel their extreme
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pain. We can't participate in their torturous agony, not that we could
if we can. We could only grasp an idea by hearing North Korean

defectors’ testimonies from time to time.

It is reported that approximately 30,000 people of North Korean
defectors are in South Korea and about 10% have been evangelized.
However, most of them are no less than Sunday Christians. It is said
that there are even some who get paid by attending church. Some

churches are known to give money to those who come to services.

There are a considerably large number of theology students and
ministers coming from North Korean defectors backgrounds. Most of
them have a dream of returning to North Korea as missionaries once
South Korea and North Korea unify. They are ministers to be nobly
used once South Korea and North Korea reunify. A main hurdle is that
they should be suited spiritually and character-wise as those of

remnants. A simple vision of a missionary is insufficient.

What is to be suited spiritually and character-wise as those of
remnants? Those who put the Vertical Commandment first and obey
the Horizontal Commandment (Matthew 22:37-39); those who are
clothed with the eight blessings and have a spiritual level to the extent
of Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7). For them to be North Korean
missionaries, they should be clothed likewise, or else they are prone
to bear unbiblical fruits instead of biblical fruits because the place is
not good soil (Matthew 13:23).

These days, it appears that there is a propensity for North Korean

missionaries to be regarded as some kind of trend. Everybody tells
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around that they are North Korean missionaries. Such behavior is often
found in those with no remnants of spirituality and character traits. It
is truly a pitiful and confusing sight to observe. It is equivalent to
telling everyone around that they are missionaries when they have

nothing like spirituality or the character traits of the remnants.

For the sake of evangelization of North Korea and South Korea, Jesus
hid a few faithful remnants in North Korea just like the "kernel of
wheat falls to the ground and dies” (John 12:24). Though solitary, they
are being protected from worldly temptation, love of money, fame,
boasting, and desire at their inferior surroundings. God doesn't let
them serve two masters (Matthew 6:24). God lets them be persecuted,
hated, and imprisoned because of their faith in Jesus (Matthew 5:10-
11).

However, Jesus is holding on to them tight. Jesus never lets them fall
or give up (Psalms 91). Jesus turns them into the ones fully clothed
with the ‘eight blessings and with the spirituality of the Sermon on
the Mount'. Jesus lets them bear lots of fruits (John 15:2). Jesus' grace
(Romans 1:7) turns them and leads them to stay in North Korea
instead of them to cross the border to South Korea; keeps them from
worldly filths to protect them. There is a high possibility that they
could become corrupt when they flee North Korea. It is the so-called

"Jesus’ protection principle’.

'Jesus’ Protection Principle’ applies to the areas where there are Islam,
Hinduism, and Buddhism dominated and even in Communist areas.
The principle let them not leave their hometown amid persecution,

but rather keep their faith and spread the gospel underground. Many
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missionaries are helping them, Us, and AMI, are also helping them in
the corner. We are also indirectly helping the hidden remnants in

North Korea.

What does the team AMI help with? The four components as
described: (1) endure, (2) be awake, (3) prepare, and (4) cry out loud.
In addition, we are also helping them to be clothed with the spirituality
and the character traits of the remnants. Dressed with the ‘eight
blessings’ and have the spirituality of the Sermon on the Mount. By
doing this, we are helping them to prioritize the Vertical
Commandment (Purpose of Creation) as their first and obey the Great
Commission based on the Horizontal Commandment. All this is to

bear biblical fruits. If orders get mixed up, no fruits will bear.

They can't be corrupted. Even just considering how much they
suffered, they shouldnt be corrupted. They should be raptured as
Jesus’ to-be bride candidates. Some of them should be involved in the
Seven Years of Tribulations as witnesses and martyrs (Revelation 11:3),
which is all the more reason for them to not be corrupt. For them to
stay clear from being corrupted, we should both directly and indirectly

serve them with prayers, dedication, time, and talent.

These are definitely not easy tasks. They require sacrifice, patience,
humility, and faith. We not only serve them for the sake of missionary
responsibility but also our vision of faith (Hebrews 11:1). What is the

vision of faith?

It is a vision that we would someday meet them at the wedding supper

(Revelation 19:7-10). We can't easily meet the brothers and sisters in
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North Korea and all the persecuted groups described above in this
world. However, we all would get together at the 'wedding supper'.
We would all wear “fine linen, bright and clean” (Revelation 19:8). We
will all praise the groom, Jesus, with joy and delight. We see this scene

with the vision of faith.

That's not it. We also see them and us given authority at the Thousand
Years (Revelation 20:4) and the nations (Revelation 21:24) forever
through the vision of faith. We are the visionaries of faith. We are

definitely not ordinary Christians.

Today, we serve the groups whom Jesus sent us with the vision of
faith. Serving the brothers and sisters of country C and AMI Japan
Vision School (2023 August 29th to September 1st) is based on the
‘vision of faith’. | sincerely pray for our North Korean to-be-bride
candidates who are suffering from typhoons to be clothed with the

vision of faith and endure the agonizing birth pain.

2023 August 11th
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19t August 2023

Two weeks ago, we studied about the upcoming Seven Disasters (Rev
8:7-11:19). We are once again surprised that the upcoming Seven
Trumpet disastrous birth pangs are nothing close to the birth pangs
that we are about to face. It was the time we reaffirmed the Word of

Jesus that this is the only beginning of the birth pang (Matthew 24:8).

Last week we studied the qualities of the to-be bride Jesus. Which
Christians participate in the ‘wedding supper’ (Revelation 19:7-10)?
Those who participate the following in the order: (1) Vertical
Commandment (Exodus 20:3-11; Matthew 22:37-38), (2) Horizontal
Commandment (Exodus 20:12-17; Matthew 22:39), (3) Great
Commission (Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 1:8).

The order is important. The order shouldn't be swapped. No matter
how hard you follow, it is not remembered by Jesus if the order is
mixed up as Jesus said, "l never knew you. Away from me, you
evildoers” (Matthew 7:23). The Vertical Commandment is the first of

all things.

Why should the Vertical Commandment be the first? What is the
Vertical Commandment? That is to love Jesus who would be our
husband. Without it, the Horizontal Commandment (love within

children of God) and the Great Commission (impregnation of
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husband’s children, childbirth, raising children) would not be

remembered before Jesus. Why is that?

What is the reason behind it? All religious rituals without loving the
husband (Jesus) as the first above all, are the abominable action of
serving two masters to the husband, Jesus (Matthew 6:24). It is an
action that is against Creation’s Purpose School. Most Christians go to
heaven committing the action against the Creation’s Purpose School.
It could only be seen by grace and compassion that our way to heaven

is viable.

Some Christians, unlike others, love their husband (Jesus) above
everything. How could they do that? Not because of pure luck, but
only by the unilateral grace of Jesus (Romans 1:7. 1 Corinthians 1:2,
Revelation 22:21). The Holy Spirit leads this type of people to naturally
obey the Vertical Commandment, Horizontal Commandment, and the
Great Commission, respectively, without burdening them and not by
force. They are meant to join the ‘'wedding supper’. They are the ones

who are in the ‘remnant’ group (Isaiah 1:9, Romans 11:5).

Contrastingly, most Christians follow in the opposite order. They
prioritize the Great Commission (church development, missionary
development, evangelization, and missionary) as the first thing. They
do it so eagerly. They grow in great size. They become successful.
They gain popularity. People call them the titles, such as successful

ministers, theologians, missionaries, elders, and deaconesses.

Ironically, it is found at times that some of them are frail in the

Horizontal Commandment. They appear to have the grace of the Holy
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Spirit, but their personalities are not refined. The personality of the
eight blessings is not seen in them. The ‘fruits of the Holy Spirit’
(Galatians 5:22-23) are not seen in them, though it seems they are
given the ’spiritual gifts’ (1 Corinthians 12:8-10). They seem to be
strong in Prosperity Theology, Success Theology, Inconsistent

Theology, and Healing Theology. Truly confusing indeed.

They are overly jealous and competitive. They are prideful and sicken
to their stomachs when their neighboring churches or missionaries
seem to be successful. They hate them and criticize them. They never
cooperate. They only say in words that they work in ministry for the
glory of Jesus, but in reality, they do not. They do it for their greed
and to feed up their sense of satisfaction, practically. They are not in
peace and no trace of the personality of the eight blessings.

Confusing, indeed. We often find those types of people around us.

The problem worsens if they become famous in the same way. To
maintain what they earned, they become more hypocrites and show
off (Matthew 6:1-18). They serve two masters (Matthew 6:24) in the
name of Jesus. They don't mind paying attention to the plank in their
eyes but to the speck of sawdust in their brothers’ eyes. They are the
hypocrites (Matthew 7:1-5).

It is a remarkable fact that Jesus already taught His disciples in the
Sermon on the Mountain (Matthew 5-7) that such leaders and
believers in the Christian community will appear in large numbers.
Such an incident is only a part of Creation’s Purpose School student's

education program. It is an education program that instills spiritual
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discernment for advanced honors students. It is a training program for

the bride of Jesus (remnants).

According to this program, Jesus had the hypocrites as such to appear
for the past 2,000 years of the Church Period. A problem was most of
them were the priests and the leaders. Today, there are considerably
large numbers of this group in churches worldwide. A spiritual
discernment is required. Each one of you must be truly wise. There are

certain distinguishable behaviors of those hypocrites.

The hypocrites do not follow the above lists of three in order. They
do it the reverse or only partially. They don’t even follow the Vertical
Commandment. The trace of the ‘grace of the eight blessings’ is found
none, but those hypocrites have been honored as clerics and leaders.

Truly confusing. A spiritual discernment seems inevitably essential.

Plenty of ministers carry out their ministry without the grace of the
eight blessings. They are the ones who built the house on sand, “The
rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat
against that house, and it fell with a great crash” (Matthew 7:27). It is
a warning that they won't be receiving a prize (1 Corinthians 6:9, Jacob
2:5) or could lose salvation (Exodus 32:32-33). This isn't somebody

else’'s matter, but it is all of ours.

Then how is this problem solvable? Jesus taught in the Sermon on the
Mountain that if Jesus' grace (not one’s good deeds or effort) leads
one to the person of the ‘eight blessings’ (Matthew 5:3-12), this
problem will be solved. Therefore we need the grace of Jesus first and

foremost (Revelation 22:21).
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Once received with the eight blessings of the grace, the Holy Spirit
leads one to follow the three rules in order and love Jesus (husband)
the most and first. In short, the grace of the eight blessings leads us

to realize the importance of priorities and practice in real life.

Those who received the 'grace of the eight blessings’ thirst for the
Word of God and to be cleansed by the Holy Spirit (Matthew 5:6). It
allows one to own the Kingdom of God (Above World, This World,
Above World, respectively) (Matthew 5:3, 10) and lead them to
become the eagle viewers. "... Blessed are you when people insult you,
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of
me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven...”
(Matthew 5:10-12). This blessing is the blessing to be the bride of
Jesus. The brides of Jesus are Christians like others, but have a

different worldview as such:

We are not of this world (John 15:19). We are the citizens of heaven
(Ephesians 2:19, Philippians 3:20). Our hometown is the Above World
(Hebrews 11:16). We are the students who temporarily came down to
This World as foreigners and aliens (70 years to 80 years; Psalms 90:4)
to learn the importance of the purpose of creation (Hebrews 11:13, 1
Peter 2:11). In This World, we are like the grass that withers and like
the flowers that fall (David, Psalms 103:15-16; Isaiah, Isaiah 40:6-8;
Peter, 1 Peter 1:24) at the time. This is the ‘Christian worldview' the

Bible is teaching us and the ‘worldview of the bride of Jesus.

Though Christians, there aren't many with the worldview, described

above. Through the grace of Jesus (Revelation 22:21), very few
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remnants (Isaiah 1:9, Romans 11:5), the ‘brides of Jesus’ have that type
of worldview. Most Christians are either indifferent to this Christian
Worldview, completely have no idea what it is, or understand it in
worldly terms. No matter how often you teach them, it's like words
falling on deaf ears. There are some who for a second, realize the idea
of the Christian worldview, at the final moment of breath before death
at the hospital. That is because they haven't received the eight
blessings by the grace of Jesus (Matthew 5:3-12, Revelation 22:21).

Those with the eight blessings have different mindsets. They hunger
and thirst for the eight blessings and the teaching of the Sermon on
the Mountain (Matthew 5:6). They don't serve two masters (Matthew
6:24). They first seek His kingdom and His righteousness (Matthew
6:33), are not hypocritical (Matthew 6:1-8), see the plank in their eyes
first (Matthew 7:3), are poor in spirit, mourn, and meek (Matthew 5:3-

5). They are merciful, pure in heart, and peacemakers (Matthew 5:7-9).

Those Christians are truly wise and have built the house on the rock
(Jesus; 1 Corinthians 10:4). The house would not collapse even if rains
come down, streams rise, and the winds blow and beat against the
house (Matthew 7:24-25). This is an eternal promise God gave to the
Christian with the eight blessings (bride of Jesus).

God promised the great promise of heaven to the Christians with the
eight blessings (Matthew 5:12). The great prize of heaven is to be the
‘bride at the wedding feast’

Revelation 19:7-10). It is receiving the throne of the Millennium
Kingdom (Revelation 20:4) and at the New Heaven and New Earth

(Revelation 21:24). These are the awards given to the partner of Jesus’
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creation’s purpose (Genesis 1:28). They are not transient gifts, but

permanent gifts.

We all should be the blessed ones receiving this throne as an award.
Our missionary companions we serve at the missionary site should
also be blessed. To make them blessed, God has linked them to us.
Our purpose as missionaries is here. | sincerely pray for grace to every
participant at this upcoming AMI Japan Bible Academy (August 29th
to September 1st) to join the ‘Jesus' brides' group that receives the

throne as an award.

2023 August 19th
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26t August 2023

There are a significant number of Christians who claim that there is
no Rapture and the Seven Years Tribulation. That's because those
Christians have different Eschatology backgrounds. There are four
theories on Eschatology in Christianity. Those theories make the
perception of This World and Jesus’ Second Coming different. So does

in interpreting the Bible.

The four theories go like the following in the order of occurrence:
(1) Historical Premillennialism (1st century-5th century, 16th century-
present), (2) Amillennialism (5th century-present), (3) Postmillennialism
(18th century-present), (4) Dispensational Premillennialism (19th
century-present). Please refer to my lecture on the Four Theories on

Eschatology for specifics.

Let's take a look at the difference in interpreting the Bible. It could be
divided into two groups: the first group is Historical Premillennialism
and Dispensational Premillennialism. They interpret the Bible literally
and spiritually. On the other hand, the second group, Amillennialism
and Postmillennialism interpret the Bible metaphorically, symbolically,

and spiritually. | am a Historical Premillennialist.

Such distinction appears evidently in the interpretation of the
Revelation. The first group sees the Book of Revelation as a futuristic

event and prophecy. They regard the key phrase of the Book of
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Revelation to be 1:19, which could be classified into three time
periods. (1) What you have seen (Chapter 1), (2) Present (AD 95;
Chapters 2-3; the seven churches in Asia), (3) What will happen
(Chapters 4-22).

In short, the first group deciphers chapters 4 through 22 as a future

event.

The first group believes in the existence of Jesus' Parousia, Rapture,
the Seven Years Tribulation, Wedding Supper, and Epiphany at the
Year 6,000. The Millennial Kingdom will follow (literal 1,000 years), then
the Judgement, which is how the 7,000 years will end. They see the

span of 7,000 years as the Creation’s Purpose School.

On the other hand, the second group does not see the Millennial
Kingdom as a literal thousand years. They interpret the Millennial
Kingdom as an ungraspable very long time (thousands of years - tens
of thousands of years). For them, the Millennial Kingdom is the Church
Period. In short, the Millennial Kingdom is not a future kingdom but
has already begun since Jesus’ First Coming. Today, we are living in
the era of the Millennial Kingdom, which is why their Eschatology is

known as Amillennialism and Postmillennialism.

They say that at the end of the Millennial Kingdom (when This World
ends), Jesus will come for the second time, which could be tomorrow,
hundreds of years later, or thousands of years later. Including Jesus,
nobody knows when the day will be (Matthew 24:36). Among them,
some regard the Premillennialists, who usually cry out the imminence

of Jesus' Second Coming, as a heresy. A considerably fair number of
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people in South Korea even devalue Premillennialists as time-limited
eschatologists. Believers who are ignorant of Eschatology often find

themselves befuddled by their criticism.

In addition, the Amillennialists and Postmillennialists do not view the
lists of events in Revelation as future events. They see the first half of
Revelation as present events happening in the Church Period. They
overall interpret the events in the Church Period as a war against good

versus evil.

Therefore, they are not sensitive to the Rapture and the Seven Years
Tribulation that the first group is reinforcing. They still think they've
got plenty of time. They believe those events will happen at the end
of the Millennial Kingdom after a very long time. They also believe
that the rapture of the brides and the Seven Years' Tribulation do not

separately exist, but happen all at once to all believers.

At that time, they were convinced that all believers would be raptured
as holy priesthoods (1 Peter 2:5), and enter the New Heaven and the
New Earth as brides of Jesus, and all believers would be the kings of
the Earth (Revelation 21:24). Regardless of their spiritual levels, all

believers are the brides and the kings of the earth.

Such an Eschatology is underlined in the hearts of many Christians.
Their sense of direness of Jesus' Second Coming is frail. They don't
have the stress of becoming the brides of Jesus, which exactly remains
those Christians in the state of ‘spiritual infants’ and mass produces
Sunday Christians and Nominal Christians. The state leaves them to

be more attracted to success and happiness in This World rather than
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having hopes in heaven. It also leaves them as mole, chick, and

Sparrow viewers.

The state centers on Believe Well and Live Well Gospel, Prosperity
Gospel, Inconsistent Gospel, Healing Gospel, Counseling Gospel, and
Social Gospel. Most of their Sunday sermons are centered on the
above topics. Furthermore, they often publicly teach the ‘'religious
pluralism’ on the pulpits being eluded by the Two Beasts. Such
incidents lead the spiritual infants to be infatuated with religious
pluralism and eventually lose their salvation (Matthew 24:23-28). Such

a pitiful sight.

They keep it quiet in saying that we are the aliens and strangers
(students) on earth (Hebrews 11:13, 1 Peter 2:11). They misguide
people by blindfolding and emphasizing success and happiness in This
World as if we are meant to live forever in This World. They are the
inwardly ferocious wolves in sheep's clothing (Matthew 7:15). Among
the plundered Christians, some of them regret an imminent second
before their final breath at a hospital. Finally realizing the truth, some
of them are contrite over the fact that they have wasted so much of

their lifetime. However, it is too late by then.

A difference in perceiving the Revelation could make the believers to
that state. We are obliged to know that most devotees of
Postmillennialism (This World Paradis-ization, Two Beasts’ ideas) end
up with such remorse. There is a large group of people who are like
that around us. We should bluntly face that those who add or take
words away from this book of prophecy will come with such outcomes

and consequences (Revelation 22:18-19).

214 ~ August



Not only the Japan that we serve but also a significant number of
Christians worldwide believe in such ideologies. However, we should
not quarrel with any of them. We should embrace those Christians
with different ideologies just as they are. A measure of each person
varies (Romans 12:3-8). Each person'’s shape of the bowl and materials
are different (2 Timothy 2:20-21).

Therefore, a quarrel is not beneficial but only destructs. At times like
this, we should strive to study God's Word not to be the shameful
workman approved by God. This is the wisdom Paul learned through
all kinds of journeys of faith after 32 years since his conversion (AD
35-67). Paul left this wisdom to his spiritual son (1 Timothy 1:2, 2
Timothy 1:2), Timothy as his will (martyred at AD 68; 2 Timothy 14-
15).

We should cherish Paul’s lesson of wisdom. We should always apply
this to our lives. They are truly wise. The wisdom, which by means, is
embracing all Christians in Jesus; the wisdom that embraces those with
different Eschatology of ours. The truly wise are led by the Holy Spirit
to aspire to study God’'s Word more earnestly to become a respectable

workman approved by God.

What is the purpose? We have a vocation. We have a vocation to
serve our nation and other nations (Matthew 24:14) . It is our vocation
to develop them into fully obeying the Vertical Commandment,
Horizontal Commandment, and the Great Commission, respectively.
Also, it is our vocation to try our best to make sure that no one regrets

for the reason described above.
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However, we can't achieve this vocation only with our effort or good
deeds. The grace of Jesus (Revelation 22:21) must be followed by not
only us but also those who receive our help. We should not forget the
fact that we are beings who need the grace of Jesus for ourselves and

those we serve.

2023 August 26th
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September 2023

And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many
witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be
qualified to teach others.

2 Timothy 2:2



2" September 2023

We just ended the Second AMI Japan Bible Academy by the grace of
Jesus Christ. There were 26 Japanese and 70% of them participated in
the First AMI Japan Bible Academy. The First AMI Japan Bible Academy
dealt with Trinitarianism and Christology. They assiduously organized
their notes, reviewed hard by watching videos after they returned to
Japan, and shared with their acquaintances what they learned and
studied.

A major topic dealt with at the Second AMI Japan Bible Academy was
the Kingdom of God. It was a difficult subject that the participants
arduously studied for four days. Thankfully, many helped them to
focus on learning the materials, and by no surprise, they were the
dedicated AMI teams. The convocation would have been impossible if
it hadn't been the dedication of the AMI teams.

The Japan missionary work is an international convocation that serves
those with different languages and cultures. Though we all are the
same Christians, there are a lot of contrasting customs and minds. We
have unidentical worldviews and values. It is evidently not easy to be

in one under the gospel.

This is the challenge and a major difficulty of the mission work of the
foreign people. Thankfully, Jesus was graceful in our Japan mission
work. He bonded our team and the Japan team as one. Through the

Second AMI Japan Bible Academy, Jesus tied all of us together as a
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family. There are not enough words for me to express how thankful |

was.

On the last day of the seminar, the three Japanese participants caught
the symptoms of Covid-19. Our team wisely handled the situation.
Everyone in all allocated areas cooperated and was faithful to their
duties. Each one of them fulfilled their given vocation. | am
tremendously proud of our AMI teams. Our devotion has been
recorded in the Book of Life.

Today, Saturday, we are going on a Seoul Tour and will observe the
development of South Korea. They will see that the grace of Jesus has
fallen upon us. Sincere thanks to the Tour team. Especially the
Japanese participants say that they can’t forget the efforts of the meal
prep team. They couldn't pass by all the different menus in every

single meal they provided for them.

Our missionary work is a collective work: lecture team, lodging team,
vehicle team, classroom team, cleaning team, video team, kitchen
team, administration team, tour team, document team, praying team,
sponsor team, parking team, etc, not missing out a single team. It is
a cumulative integrated missionary work. | thank the Holy Spirit for

leading this missionary work all lined up in unison.

In the sermon tomorrow, we will hear the testimonies from Japanese
participants. | hope that we can catch the message the Holy Spirit has
for us through their testimonies. Let's pay close attention to their

messages and what the Holy Spirit's message is toward Japan for us.

2023 September 2nd
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9th September 2023

All of the Japan teams have safely returned to Japan by the grace of
Jesus. This time was the second meet-up. We are starting to warm up
to each other. We are becoming a family, which awaits us for the third
meet-up. The third AMI Japan Bible Academy will be held from
Monday, January 29th, 2024 to Sunday, February 4th, 2024.

At the Second AMI Japan Bible Academy, 70% of the participants from
the First AMI Japan Bible Academy revisited. They brought their
acquaintances just like sponsors. Their sponsorship has been fruited.
They exemplified the Samaritan woman (John 4:28-29) and the
merchant looking for fine pearls (Matthew 13:45-46), all of whom Jesus
mentioned. They showed themselves as good and faithful servants
who multiplied their talents. They reflect the image of candidates of
Jesus' to-be brides (Matthew 25:21-23).

We have a prayer request. We pray that all participants from the first
and second Japan Bible Academy join the group of Jesus’ to-be brides.
We have a vocation to pray for them to become the 'Samaritan
Women’, ‘merchants looking for fine pearls’, and ‘talent-multipliers’.
Please remember that. Every time we pray for the Japanese missionary,

please kindly remind yourself of the prayer request.

Our prayer request is not it. We also pray for the accomplishment of
the big picture of Japan missionaries. What is the big picture? That is
to establish family churches in non-church areas in Japan. This is not

a simple task. It is almost like an impossible challenge. It even
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appears as a reckless challenge. It is completely impossible to do it

on our own.

For the past 100 years, the dedication of the U.S. churches and
missionaries has been remarkable. With them, the churches and
missionaries of South Korea have been investing massive spiritual and
human resources in Japan. Their efforts will not end in vain for sure.

We are tagging along with the group in the corner.

There are many areas where the missionaries agree in common. They
emphasize the necessity of quality software, which is the unleavened
Word of God that is contextualized to Japan. Many teams in the U.S.
and South Korea are developing quality software, bearing a lot of

fruits.

We are also participating in this mission with the Japanese document
ministry. We are distributing multitudes of AMI-published books

translated into Japanese, including The Purpose of Creation, Origin of

Religion, Four Gospels and the Great Commandment, Experience the

Power of Encouragement, and The Theory of Christian Leaders, etc.

We opened the AMI Japan Bible Academy along with it. We are to
provide quality software. The ministry of providing AMI Software has
30 years of history. It is in progress in 40 different countries worldwide.
Among them, Japan is the latecomer. We are to apply our experience
to Japan. If this is Jesus' will, though the beginning is frail, He will

completely fulfill and will be glorified.

Our ministry in Japan missionary has started and all our AMI teams
are participating. Our team has the spirit and vision of the ‘Samaritan

Women’, ‘merchants looking for fine pearls’, and ‘talent multipliers'.
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They are the candidates of Jesus' to-be brides. They are fully armored
with the Word of God. They are the spiritual warriors equipped with
the ‘armor of God' (Ephesians 6:12-17). They are tightly held on the

palm of Jesus.

This is definitively not for us to flaunt. It is a fruitful outcome after a
long period of trial and error and training. Simply it is the grace of
Jesus Christ (Revelation 22:21). Those who receive such grace neither
boast nor are conceited. They are 'not rude, not self-seeking, and not
easily angered’ (1 Corinthians 13:4-5). We lack in so many ways, but
Jesus showed our fellow Japanese brothers and sisters a reflection of

maturity through us.

Japanese brothers and sisters have grown friendliness toward us in
Jesus. Jesus would surely be happy for the sight. The youth Japanese
participants at the 1st and 2nd AMI Japan Bible Academy have drawn
the youth group of AMI. They have started to build a tight fellowship.

Now is the beginning. This is the vocation of our youth group. Bonding
with youths from foreign countries, our youth group has a vocation
to share what we are given with them. They could also do it via SNS.
Please encourage and pray for our youth groups to faithfully carry on

this vocation.

Likewise, our entire youth group has to join the missionary group
because Jesus’ purpose of gathering all of them at AMI Church is here.
Jesus will surely lead our youth groups and He will undoubtedly be

glorified.

2023 September 9th

222 ~ September



16t September 2023

We are studying Revelation these days, mainly focused on the
Trumpet Catastrophe. This is the historical drama shown with the
Seventh Trumpet sound. We talked about this in the lectures (1), (Il),

and (Ill). Tomorrow Sunday, we will be studying the lecture (IV).

The Book of Revelation (New Testament) and the Book of Daniel (Old
Testament) are very intricate books of revelation, which is impossible
to interpret with human rational and logic. Even the church history
across the Old and New Testaments couldn’t decipher these two
books of revelation. The reason behind this is God has sealed it until
the end (Daniel 12:4). Finally, as of these days, the interpreters are

surfacing at last. Surely, it evidences that we are in the last time.

However, Jesus warned in Revelation 22:18-19 to dare not add or take
away the words of the prophecy of this book. If any man adds unto
these things, God shall add unto him any plagues (Seal Catastrophe,
Trumpet Catastrophe, Bowl Catastrophe) that are written in this book:
And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and
out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.

This is unquestionably a terrifying warning. We should be careful.

Ironically, the Christianity of these days has four theories of
Eschatology. In the order of occurrence, they are Historical Pre-

millennialism, Amillennialism, Postmillennialism, and Dispensational

2023 Columns of Thomas Hwang ~ 223



Premillennialism. Each of these theories interprets Revelation
differently and is strongly adamant that each of their theories is the

most true to biblical interpretation.

At times, some condemn their fellow Christians, who are equally saved
by the blood of Jesus, as a heresy just because they have a different
view on Eschatology. Now, that person is making a huge mistake. Paul
clearly said in his will addressed to Timothy that quarreling with each
other due to different beliefs in doctrines does not have any benefits,
but only causes destruction (2 Timothy 2:14). It happens because one’s
ego is too big, rude, and proud (1 Corinthians 13:4-5); it's because

one didn't receive grace (Revelation 22:21).

Which stance is Dr. Hwang's? | prefer the Historical Premillennialism.
However, | don't believe that this theory is 100% biblical. | prefer it
because | can understandably embrace it among the four theories.
Besides Postmillennialism (This World paradise-fication, endorsing the
New World Order, established by the Two Beasts), | believe there is a
lot to learn from and within the rest three theories, which are

supported by the Evangelists.

| have a responsibility to everyone. | should never teach that 'add or
take away' the words of the prophecy. Therefore, | am careful and
frightful at the same time. | have explained the four Eschatology
Theories above to all. The choice is up to each individual. | am merely

to aid everyone to choose wisely on their own.

Among the Historical Premillennialism, some categorize the cata-

strophes into three in interpreting the Revelation:
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(1) Seal Catastrophe (signs of Parousia; Revelation 6:1-17, 8:1), (2)
Trumpet Catastrophe (the First Three and a Half Year; Revelation 8:2-
14:20), (3) Bowl Catastrophe (the Last Three and a Half Year; Revelation
15:1-18:24). These catastrophes occur at different times and has

different uses.

(1) Seal Catastrophe. The Seal Catastrophes show the signs (Matthew
24:3) that must occur before Jesus' Parousia (Matthew 24:6). These
whole events are called birth pains (Matthew 24:8). God has a
deliberate reason and purpose for showing us the ‘signs of the seals’
in advance. This is not some kind of a message directed to general
Christians.

The ‘signs of the seals' is the message for the ‘bride candidates’
(Revelation 19:7-10). It is a message of encouragement: (1) Endure
until the End (Matthew 24:13), (2) Keep on Watch (Matthew 24:42), (3)
Prepare for Jesus’ Second Coming (Matthew 24:44), and (4) Cry Out
Jesus’ Second Coming (Matthew 24:45-25:46). The Holy Spirit leads
the predestined ‘bride candidates’ to positively react at this
encouragement message, through the grace of Jesus Christ
(Revelation 22:21).

Despite all these happenings, Jesus prophesied that most Christians
would be indifferent like in the time of Noah (Matthew 24:37-39),
which proves more that such a trend is also Jesus' ‘sovereign design’
(Romans 9:6-23). Our effort and power are useless. Although they
seem to be working, no fruit to bear. Fascinating indeed. Jesus

prophesied (designed) that those who are indifferent will enter the
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Seven Years Tribulation and cry and gnash their teeth (Matthew 24:51,
25:30). Same Christians, but divided like such.

The indifferent Christians enter the ‘Trumpet Catastrophe (the First
Three and a Half Years)' and ‘Bowl Catastrophe (the Last Three and a
Half Years). We are studying in-depth every Sunday. We are currently
studying the context that since John has eaten the ’little scroll’, his
spirituality has been upgraded (Revelation 10:1-11) and begun to
prophesy the Mystery of God (Revelation 10:7), starting from the
Seventh Trumpet (Revelation 11:15).

John was the master of the Christology. He is the one who wrote the
Book of John, First, Second, and Third John. He was lacking to receive
the Mystery of God and fully understand just by Christology. He must
have had to eat the little scroll. The little scroll John ate is the Theory
of the Kingdom of God (Above World, This World, and Above World,
respectively). The Eschatology (Book of Revelation) is included in the
little scroll. Eschatology is a study that deals with the last part of the
Theory of the Kingdom of God.

John had to eat the 'little scroll’ to fully understand and record the
Mystery of God. That was to see the historical drama that Jesus
designed. So he ate the little scroll. As soon as he finished eating the
little scroll, there was one scene that was shown to him. That was, a
historical drama beginning from Before Creation to AD 70 (Revelation
11:15-12:6). | elaborated in detail at the Sunday sermon #15.

In the historical drama, the seven mysteries are hidden. (1) the Mystery
of Jesus (not the Father), the Ruler (Revelation 11:15-19), (2) the
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Mystery of the Design of the Cross Before Creation (Revelation 12:2,5),
(3) the Mystery of Woman Israel (Revelation 12:1-2), (4) the Mystery
of lllegality (Revelation 12:3-4, 2 Thessalonians 2:7), (5) the Mystery of
Wilderness (Revelation 12:6), (6) the Mystery of the Church Period
(Revelation 12:6), (7) the Mystery of a Grain of Wheat That Fell to the
Ground and Died (AD 70; Revelation 12:6).

This woman (Israel) has become the grain of wheat that fell to the
ground and died in five ways during the Church Period in AD 70 (John
12:24). The five ways are as follows: (1) Collapse of the Nation, (2)
Destruction of the Temple, (3) Diaspora, (4) Eyes-Closed, (5) Anti-
Semitism. Due to their death in the Church Period, the Gentiles have

lived.

Now, the number of Gentiles before Jesus' Second Coming is filling in
the form of a living grain of wheat that died in five ways as described
above (Romans 11:25-26). (1) the Independence of Israel (1948), (2)
the Movement of the Temple Reconstruction, (3) the Movement of
Returning to the Homeland (Aliyah Movement), (4) the Appearance of
the Messianic Jews, (5) Weakening of the Anti-Semitism due to
Religious Pluralism. It is exactly this ‘revival’ that is foreshadowing the

imminence of Jesus' Parousia.

God continuously showed the drama, ‘Mystery of God’, to John, who
ate the 'little scroll. The second historical drama, which was also
elaborated in Sunday sermon #17, shows the entering era, jumping
from AD 70 to the First Three and a Half Years (Day 1260; Revelation
12:6), passing through the Church Period. This is called the (Il) First

Three and a Half Years Historical Drama.
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There are five mysteries hidden here. (1) Mystery of the First Three
and a Half Years (Revelation 12:6), (2) Mystery of the Woman to be
Taken Care of (Revelation 12:6,14), (3) Mystery of the War in Heaven
(Revelation 12:7-12), (4) Mystery of the Seven Trumpets (Revelation
12:12, 8:7-13:18), and (5) Mystery of the Two Beasts (Revelation 13:1-
18).

Especially, the attention could be drawn to the (3) Mystery of the War
in Heaven. The dragon (Satan) and his underlings are hurled down to
earth, cast away from the second and then the first heaven by team
Michael and his angels. The ousted Satan and his teams will commit
the worsening evil deeds day by day down on the earth in the palm
of Jesus in The First Three and a Half Years (same as the Last Three

and a Half Years).

Jesus will use the "Two Beasts” (Revelation 13:1-18), among Satan'’s
underlings, and cause the ‘Seven Trumpet Catastrophes’. The Two
Beasts will stir the ‘Seven Trumpet Catastrophes’ in the upcoming Late
Three and a Half Years. They will be thrown into the lake of fire as of

the closing of the Late Three and a Half Years (Revelation 19:20).

Amid the First Three and a Half Years, a loud voice in heaven was
heard. ‘The accuser Satan has been hurled down. He is filled with fury,
because he knows that his time is short. He attempts to pursue Israel
who had given birth to the male child (Jesus), but Israel has given the
two wings of a great eagle and taken care of (evangelized) for a time,
times, and half a time (the First Three and a Half Years), out of the

serpent’s reach (Revelation 12:10-14).
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This is the time of the First Three and a Half Years of the Trumpet
Catastrophe. We already studied the pain that will happen during this
particular time-period. There is a group that has to rejoice in this pain.
As it is written in an imperative tone, it is ordered the group should
‘rejoice’ (euphrainesthe in Greek). The group is the raptured to-be
brides. Once again, who are they? John writes them as those who "did
not love their lives so much as to shrink from death” (Revelation 12:10-
11).

There is a message to be shown to us in John's record: qualifications
of to-be brides. Those who do not love their lives so much as to shrink
from death; prioritize the last harvest as their first priority; seek His
Kingdom and His righteousness above all things (Matthew 6:33); invest
their talent, time, prayer, money, and effort both directly and indirectly.

They are the ones who participate in the ‘Rejoicing in Heaven'.

This surely cannot be done with one’s own power and effort. The grace
of Jesus Christ is inevitably necessary (Revelation 22:21). | sincerely
pray for this grace to be with every one of you. One thing that Paul
every single time prayed to his disciples and in his all letters was the
‘grace of Jesus Christ’ (Romans 1:7, 16:24; 1 Corinthians 1:3,16:23;
Ephesians 1:2, 6:24). My prayer towards everyone is no different than

Paul's.

2023 September 16th
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23" September 2023

Today's column concerns the (lll) historical drama in the 7th Trumpet
sound. Contrasting to the title, the topic is not necessarily what
happened on the 7th Trumpet sound, but between the 6th Trumpet
sound and the 7th Trumpet sound, right after John ate the 'little scroll
(Theory of the Kingdom of God and Eschatology). The story is
described in Revelation 11:1-14, which then continues to the 7th

Trumpet sound from 11:15.

Once the Seventh Trumpet was sounded, John was, at last, able to
prophesy the Mystery of God (Revelation 10:7), once he finished eating
the 'little scroll'. | talked in depth about it in last week's sermon. They
were (1) Seven Mysteries (Before Creation - AD 70; Revelation 11:15-
12:6) and (2) Five Mysteries (the First Three and a Half Years;
Revelation 12:6-12:18).

Today's column is right before the Seventh Trumpet sounds, which is
the latter part of the Sixth Trumpet. Also, this is immediately after John
ate the 'little scroll’. God showed John a preview of the three mysteries
that would happen in the Last Three and a Half Years (Revelation 11:2-

3), as it is written in Revelation 11:1-14.

The three mysteries are as follows: (1) Mystery of the Third Temple
(Revelation 11:1-2), (2) Mystery of the Two Witnesses (Revelation 11:3-
12), (3) Mystery of Jerusalem (Revelation 11:13-14). Need to remind

you that these three mysteries would happen in the Last Three and a
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Half Years (42 months; 1,260 days; Revelation 11:2-3), not in the First
Three and a Half Years. The setting when John receives this particular

prophesy is almost the wrap of the First Three and a Half Years.

What was the Mystery of the Third Temple that God showed to John?
It goes, "l was given a reed like a measuring rod and was told, ‘Go
and measure the temple of God and the altar, and count the
worshipers there. But exclude the outer court; do not measure it
because it has been given to the Gentiles. They will trample on the
holy city for 42 months"” (Revelation 11:1-2).

The Third Temple would be built before Jesus' Parousia (Before the
Seven Years Tribulation) by the ‘Two Beasts’ (Revelation 13:1-18). Then,
the place will be worshipped by the “abomination that causes
desolation” (Matthew 24:15; 2 Thessalonians 2:4). They will also do the
same in the First Three and a Half Years and they will continue the
‘abomination that causes desolation’ into the Last Three and a Half

Years.

What is the ‘abomination that causes desolation’? It is a worshiping
act of the religious pluralists. Centered on the Roman Catholic Pope,
the “interfaith worship’ is led by the WCC leaders, several WEA leaders,
and several leaders of the Pentecostals, also known as the Assemblies
of God, hand in hand with world religious leaders, including Islam,
Buddhism, and Hinduism.

Ironically, the groups described above have already been publicly
committing the ‘abomination that causes desolation’. Such action has

been widely hailed by let alone Christians and religious people all over
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the world. The world media is actively showing an agreeable move to
their Religious Unification Movement. They expect a shortcut to world
peace is in Religious Unification. In the near future, as the 'Third
Temple' is constructed by the 'Two Beasts’, they will more concretely

act out the ‘abomination that causes desolation’ at the place.

An angel showed John a preview of the Last Three and a Half Years
that they're still committing the act, ‘the abomination that causes
desolation’. The angel commands John to measure (metreo in Greek)
their state of spirituality. The purpose was to let John see it himself
and experience the reality of it. Need not to remind that they have
been committing such abominable acts in the First Three and a Half

Years.

Moreover, they are destined to commit such acts more severely,
especially during the Last Three and a Half Years. That is why John
was ordered to ‘measure’ their acts. This Third Temple is the "home
for demons” (Revelation 18:2), controlled under the “great prostitute”
(Revelation 17:1; the Second Beast). The Third Temple is completely
destroyed at the end of the Last Three and a Half Years (Revelation
18:1-24).

John was ordered to not measure outside of the Temple of Jerusalem
because the place was given to the Gentiles (religious pluralists). A
reason is that since Israel and Jerusalem are infested with ‘religious
pluralism’, there is absolutely no need to measure. For 42 months (the

Last Three and a Half Years), they will trample the holy temple.

232 ~ September



The second mystery is the Mystery of the Two Witnesses (Revelation
11:3-12). The ‘witness’ (martus in Greek) means ‘martyr. The
‘witnesses' in Acts 1:8 is the ‘martyrs’. The 'witness’ is the one "who
didn't love their lives so much as to shrink from death” (Revelation
12:11). The 'witness’ is the one who joins Jesus' wedding (Revelation
19:7-10). He is the one who dedicates his own life, time, talent, money,
comfort, honor, benefits, and priority to the gospel. He is the one who
first seeks His Kingdom and His righteousness above all things
(Matthew 6:33).

However, such quality is not suited to oneself by one’'s own will and
effort. It seems plausible in some ways, but doesn't really. All our
righteous acts are nothing but filthy rags in front of God (Isaiah 64:6).
Our free will has already been corrupted since Adam's Fall. It is never
possible to become a righteous man before Jesus by our righteous
acts (Revelation 22:21). Every one of us, without a single man, is a
being who needs the grace of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit leads our
free will to the right path only through the counsel and power of the
Holy Spirit John 14:16, Acts 1:5,8). It's not us doing it.

Without a doubt, the 'two witnesses’ in the Last Three and a Half Years
are the blessed ones by Jesus Christ. They are the ‘two olive trees’ and
‘two candlesticks’. The ‘two olive trees’ represent Messianic Jews and
Gentile Martyrs (Romans 11:13-25). The ‘two candlesticks’ also

represent likewise (Revelation 1:20).
God granted them power like the one granted to Elijah (2 Kings 1:10,
Revelation 11:5) and Moses (Exodus 7:17-21, Revelation 11:6). Like

Elijah, fire came out from their mouths and swallowed and put their
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enemies to death. Like Moses, they are granted the power to shut up
the sky so that it will not rain during the time they are prophesying;
and the power to turn the waters into blood and to strike the earth

with every kind of plague as often as they want.

By the time they finish their testimony (toward the end of the Last
Three and a Half Years), the "beast” (Revelation 13:1-18; some of the
"beast” reside in This World and some are in the Abyss) comes out
from the Abyss and kill the ‘two witnesses’. Their dead bodies will lie
in the streets of the great city (Jerusalem) and all over the world for
three and a half days. Their bodies won't be buried during that time.
Men from every people and inhabitants of the earth will gloat over
them and will celebrate by sending each other gifts. All men will watch
the scene through major broadcasting TV channels (CNN, CBS, BBC,
NHK, KMS, etc.) and SNS (Revelation 11:9-10).

Why would all men gloat? John records that because these two
prophets had tormented those who live on the earth (Revelation
11:10). What do you think with what did the ‘two witnesses’ tormented
people on earth? Without a doubt, they must have stood against Two
Beasts' Establishment of the New World Order. The ‘two witnesses'’
most likely have shouted ‘anti-humanism’, ‘anti-LGBTQ’, ‘anti-religious
pluralism’, ‘anti-Communism’, ‘anti-Control Society’, and ‘anti-

prosecution of the evangelists’.

At the same time, they also must have cried out loud about the
'imminence of Jesus' Second Coming’ and ‘Jesus is the one and only
Savior' and insisted on repentance. They also must have cried out loud

that there is no salvation in other religions and that those who don't
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believe in Jesus would go to hell. Indisputably, the ‘two witnesses’
have hurt their pride. For inhabitants of the earth, the 'two witnesses’
were like thorns in their eyes. In other words, the ‘two witnesses’ were
such turn-offs for them. Therefore, they couldn't help to not celebrate
their death. Their death was, needless to say, a world’s festival,

celebrated with the world’'s mass communications.

However, an unprecedented surprise happens. After three and a half
days, they resurrect (Revelation 11:11). The world is struck with terror
and the celebratory mood suddenly shifts to terror. While their
enemies are watching, the ‘two witnesses (the resurrected Christians

worldwide)' go up to heaven in a cloud (Revelation 11:12).

At that very hour, the third mystery happens: The Mystery of Jerusalem
(Revelation 11:13-14). A severe earthquake shakes Jerusalem, then a
tenth of the city collapses and seven thousand people are killed in the
earthquake. Among those who have been watching the city and what
has been happening all along, the predestined children of God finally
repent. This is the part where the harvesting at the Last Three and a

Half Years actually happens.

God showed a preview of the three mysteries that will happen in the
Last Three and a Half Years to John, who ate the ‘little scroll’. That was
before the Seventh Trumpet was sounded. At this point, we have a
question of why did God show John these three mysteries in advance.
It indeed wouldn’t have been too late to show them to John at the
Last Three and a Half Years and the Seventh Trumpet Catastrophe,

given that they are the Last Three and a Half Years events.
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Regarding the matter, my opinion leans towards that was for God to
teach John in-depth the identity of the Two Beasts. In other words,
the purpose was to let know John that the ringleaders who cause all
the 'birth pains’ and ‘catastrophes’ are no other than the Two Beasts.
God showed this fact by the three mysteries of the Last Three and a
Half Years.

Of course, it is Jesus who designed the birth pangs and woes. Jesus
permits Satan (Revelation 12:2) to stir birth pangs and woes (Job 1:6,
Isaiah 45:7, 54:16). The consented Satan, as a result, orders his
underlings, Two Beasts, to take charge of this mission (Revelation 13:1-

18). Again, the Two Beasts are the Satan's underling.

The ancestor of the Two Beasts is Cain. Moses called Cain the cursed
(Genesis 4:11). Judah also said the path of Cain is the path of
destruction (Judah 11). Even John, before he ate the little scroll, knew
that Cain was from evil (1 John 3:12). The evil is Satan (Mark 4:10).

The descendants of Cain are the children of Satan (Genesis 4:16-24).
On the other hand, the descendants of Seth are the children of God
(Genesis 51-32). As a matter of fact, Cain was a mason. Naming after
his son, Enoch, he named a city he built, Enoch (Genesis 4:17). Cain is

the founding father of the Free Mason.

These Free Masons built the Babel Tower (2,200 BC; Genesis 11:1-9).
They also built the Temple of Solomon (959 BC; 1 Kings 6:38) and the
Vatican Temple of Peter (AD 1506- AD 1626). In the same way, the
llluminati (AD 1776) was formed, pivoting them. Following the stream,

the Third Temple will be built in the near future and will also be
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constructed by them. By and by, the original founding father of the

Two Beasts is no other than Cain.

In order to explicate to John that the Two Beasts are the forces that
start the birth pangs and woes, God showed the mysteries of the Last
Three and a Half Years in advance. God further explained in detail the

Two Beasts in Revelation 13.

We are living in the times of Seal Woe (signs before Jesus' Parousia)
(Revelation 6:1-8:1). By their hands on, the Trumpet Woe (First Three
and a Half Years) and the Bowl Woe (Last Three and a Half Years) will
come into place. Already, the Two Beasts are in loose and flourishing

nowadays.

The First Beast (Revelation 13:1-10) is reforming the world's politics,
economy, culture, education, media, and law to a left-sided Socialist
Controlled Society. The First Beast appointed Chinese Communists as
a limb of those shifts. It is turning this generation into where
consciences are seared with a hot iron (1 Timothy 4:2). Just as Jesus
prophesied, it is turning this generation abounded with lawlessness
(Matthew 24:12). All Communist, Islam, and Buddhism-dominated
countries, including the United States and the rest developed
countries, are infested with electoral fraud. South Korea, without a

doubt, is no exception. This lawlessness will only get worse, not better.

Despite Trump's resolute proclamation to fight against the llluminati
forces that masterminded the electoral fraud, it was beyond Trump'’s
capacity. Next year's U.S. presidential election is going to be

tremendously complex. Next year's South Korean presidential election
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is also expected with full of appalling surprises. South Korea is also
completely seized by the Two Beasts. It already has been a long time
since legislation (Congress), jurisdiction (Court), media, education, and
entire society have been left-leaned. This is definitively not a

coincidence or anyone’s fault.

Within Jesus’ design of 'birth pain’ and ‘woe’, all those incidents are a
‘must’ (de/in Greek; Matthew 24:6) to occur as part of historical drama.
Whilst, there are a few good numbers of evangelical Christians who
shout out the necessity of literal and physical eradication of
irrationality and evil to cleanse our society for Jesus' Second Coming
to come into reality. Contrasting to their cries, we see that this society
is heading fast toward hopeless evil that has never been more
malicious. Has Jesus let go? No. All are happening on the consent and

in the palm of Jesus' hand.

One would ask me, ‘Dr. Hwang, what should we do in this day and
age? Should we just lay off our hands and merely watch? Should we
simply sit by and watch, sighing? What is it that we should do? If
everything is already designed and set already, then there is not a
thing we could or should do. In fact, there are a lot of things we
should do. God showed what we ought to be doing to John in

advance.

Those who are in recognition of the tasks they should be doing
(Matthew 13:23, 45-46; Revelation 12:11) are the true intellectuals
(Proverbs 1:7) and the true wise (Proverbs 9:10). They know the

priorities of their lives (Matthew 6:33) for they have received the grace
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of Jesus Christ (Revelation 22:21) and the counsel of the Holy Spirit
(John 14:16; Acts 1:5,8).

They are given the power to endure the diabolical birth pain with the
‘discernment of times’ on their hands (Matthew 24:13). Then, they are
awake (Matthew 24:42), prepare for Jesus’ Second Coming (Matthew

24:44), and cry out Jesus' Second Coming (Matthew 24:45-25:46).

2023 September 23rd
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29t September 2023

This week is Chuseok Holiday week. It is a national holiday traditionally
celebrated in cultural areas throughout China, Japan, and Korea. A
common ritual is offering foods harvested in the Fall to a family's
ancestors. A whole family commemorates its ancestors and holds
ancestral rites with offerings at their graveyards. Also, a scattered
family gathers and praises the good done by its deceased parents. In
Christianity, a memorial worship service is held, not ancestral rites. This
year, the Chuseok Holiday is especially elongated, which is preceded
by the National Foundation Day of Korea. It is a week crowded with

domestic and foreign travelers.

On the other hand, the world is in agony of earthquakes, heavy rain,
and ‘all kinds of birth pains’. Politics in the US are unsettling due to
the presidential election that will be held next year. South Korea is not
an exception either. There are a lot who are concerned about how the
election of the two countries will be held next year. | suppose it would
not be an easy read. It is highly presumable that something beyond
our senses would happen. All the more, that is because Jesus designed
it and this day and age is the ‘Era of Birth Pain’ as Jesus exactly
prophesied (Matthew 24:8; Revelation 13:1-18).

Recently, every Sunday, we have been studying a 'Historical Drama
that Jesus Showed at the Sound of the Seventh Trumpet'. From the
event, we are studying the ‘Catastrophes of the Last Three and a Half

Years' that will take place before the beginning of the Last Three and
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a Half Years, also known as the ‘Trailer of the 2nd Episode of the
Historical Drama’. It contains ‘First Preview of a Historical Drama
(Revelation 11:1-14; Three Mysteries) and 'Second Preview of a

Historical Drama (Revelation 14:1-20; Seven Mysteries).

We studied the Second Preview of a Historical Drama last week

(Revelation 14:1-20). It is about the Seven Mysteries that will occur in

the Last Three and a Half Years in the future. The Seven Mysteries

include the following:

(1) Mystery of Attendance of Messianic Jews in heaven (Revelation
14:1-5)

(2) Mystery of Harvest of the Predestined Children of Gentiles

(Revelation 14:6-7)

Mystery of the Fallen Babylon the Great (Revelation 14:8)

— o~
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Mystery of Children of Satan’s Drinking of Wine of God's Fury

(Revelation 14:9-11)

(5) Mystery of Gentile Martyr (Witness, a Wild Oliver) (Revelation
14:12-13)

(6) Mystery of Harvesting of Ripe Crops (Number of Predestined
Children of God) (Revelation 14:14-16)

(7) Mystery of the Grapes (Grapes of Wrath, Predestined Children of

Satan) being Thrown into the Great Winepress (Revelation

14:17-18)

Jesus showed this scene in advance when the Seventh Trumpet
(Catastrophe of the First Three and a Half Years Trumpet) was blown.
In terms of preparation, it was the main history drama of the Last
Three and a Half Years that will happen in the future. In short, it could

be classified as a ‘Trailer for Historical Drama’.
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At that moment, it was immediately after John ate the 'little scroll'.
Likewise, before a full run-through of the 'Historical Drama’, Jesus
showed John the two trailers of the Historical Drama in advance
(Revelation 11:1-12, 14:1-20). There are ten mysteries (three mysteries
in the first trailer and seven mysteries in the second trailer) hidden in
these two trailers. Once again, the two trailers were shown not even
after the Trumpet Catastrophes (Catastrophes of the First Three and a
Half Years) ended.

We have a question on this. Our question lies in why did Jesus show
the two trailers in advance. He couldn’t have been possibly missing
anything to show them all in full at the Last Three and a Half Years, a
Seventh Bowl Catastrophe (the feature Historical Drama). In other
words, it wouldn’'t be too late to show the events in the trailers of
historical drama when the feature Historical Drama is actually
presented. Why did Jesus show the trailer so early in advance? From
my point of view, that was to teach the fact that the catastrophes in

the Last Three and a Half Years that will hit will be extremely severe.

Who is the audience of this teaching? The audience is the ‘four types
of Christians' living in the age imminent to Jesus' Parousia (right before
Seven Years Tribulation). In other words, the audience is the ‘four types
of Christians of These Days' as follows: (1) Raptured Brides, (2)
Messianic Jews, who are going through the Seven Years Tribulation
(Olive Trees), (3) Gentile Martyrs, who are going through the Seven
Years Tribulation (Wild Olive Trees), and (4) Nominal Christians, who
are going through the Seven Years Tribulation. Non-Christians are not

applicable here.
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Jesus was to show those four types of Christians that the catastrophes
in the Last Three and a Half Years would be truly unbearably torturous
and severe. There is a purpose for showing the scene in advance to
each type of Christian. To the first Christians, the purpose was to
strongly instill a sense of inspiration that they were to be raptured as
faithful brides of Jesus and loyal harvesters. To the second and third
Christians (the Two Witnesses), the purpose was for them to see the
vision of bearing the fruits of the gospel, martyrdom, resurrection, and
countless populations joining the wedding feast in the midst of

insufferable persecution in the Seven Years Tribulation, all in advance.

For the fourth Christians, the purpose was to teach them that though
there will be pain to the extent of “weeping and gnashing of teeth”
(Matthew 24:51, 25:30), they will eventually repent in the period of the
Last Three and a Half Years (Revelation 14:14-19); they will serve the
preceding first, second, and third types of Christians as their leaders
in the Millennium Kingdom, fully recognizing the importance and
absoluteness of the purpose of creation and do their best of their
assigned vocation at the Millennium Kingdom. Therefore, at last, the
fourth Christians will finally come to their senses through the

catastrophes of the Last Three and a Half Years.

They will realize for certain. Jesus plainly warned in the Olivet
Discourse that 'Christians who are not raptured will weep and gnash
their teeth’ (Matthew 24:51, 25:30). The tribulation in the Last Three
and a Half Years evidences that Jesus' warning has never been an
empty talk and that tribulation in the Last Three and a Half Years was
a means of reaffirming the warning. Definitively, every plan of Jesus
has a purpose (Proverbs 16:9), a proper time (Ecclesiastes 8:6), must
stand (Isaiah 14:23-27), and stand firm forever (Psalms 33:11).
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On the other hand, Christians who are with the grace of Jesus
(Revelation 22:21) unquestionably know that the ‘Catastrophes in the
Last Three and a Half Years' are not said in vain. The Holy Spirit leads
them to prepare for the catastrophes. They are acute to the leading
of the Holy Spirit. They have a time discernment. They grasp the
priorities of their lives (Matthew 6:33). Their hearts are steadfast before

the birth pangs happening worldwide.

They are not alarmed and regard the birth pains as musts (Matthew
24:6). They (1) endure until the end (Matthew 24:13), (2) awake
(Matthew 24:42), (3) prepare for Jesus' Second Coming (Matthew
24:44), and (4) cry out Jesus' Second Coming (Matthew 24:45-25:46).
This is the spirituality and representative lives of the ones with grace
of Jesus (Revelation 22:21). They are in peace in the midst of 'birth

pain’.

Furthermore, they enjoy the hope of a wedding feast in peace. They
are led to endure until the end (Matthew 24:13); they are led to be
awake (Matthew 24:42); they are led to prepare for Jesus' Second
Coming (Matthew 24:44); they are led to feed their people and foreign
people ‘Christology’ and the ‘Little Scroll (The Theory of Kingdom of
God and Eschatology)' (Matthew 24:45-46), both directly and
indirectly. The Holy Spirit does not let them merely listen to this

message, but eat the message.
Need you to be reminded that this can't be done on one’s own will,

effort, and ability. Though it seems to be working at first, it won't work.

The grace of Jesus Christ must be in the presence (Revelation 22:21).
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We should be the ‘ones with the grace of Jesus Christ'. To whom does

the grace of Jesus come? The humble ones (Proverbs 3:34).

Those humble Christians whose grace of Jesus is with them don't
merely listen to the message of the ‘Catastrophes in the Last Three
and a Half Years'. They eat the message. The Holy Spirit leads the one
who ‘eats’ the message. The Holy Spirit leads them to set their
priorities right. The Holy Spirit also leads their hearts to be steadfast
before birth pains. The Holy Spirit leads them not to be alarmed, but
to assume that a must is happening as planned. The Holy Spirit leads

them to have a hyper-rational faith.

The perspective of those with such faith is upgraded. They cry out that
Jesus is the ‘owner of the history’ and the ‘supervisor of the birth
pains’. They are particularly alert to the identity of Jesus, fear the Lord
(Proverbs 1:7,9,10), and attentively hear out His guidance and

teaching.

They set their focus on the principal of Creation’s Purpose School,
Jesus, and praise and glorify and honor Him, only (Revelation 4:9-11,
5:11-14). Such an act is a purely surprising enlightenment and grace.
They are the ‘true knowledge' (Proverbs 1:7), ‘true wise’ (Proverbs
9:10), and authentic ‘brides of Jesus' (Revelation 19:7-10).

Ironically, there are not many Christians who see the 'birth pains’
likewise. The number of Christians who think like us is extremely low
in number. Though the same kind of Evangelical Christians waiting for
Jesus’ Second Coming, they have different minds from us. Their and

our thoughts on the 'birth pains’ are different.
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They try to eliminate the 'birth pains’ that were designed by Jesus with
the power of humans. They are also known as the 'birth pain
eliminators’. They fast, pray, preach, and teach for the elimination of

birth pains. They also come out to the streets and protest.

They are Christians who prioritize 'humanistic human responsibility".
They emphasize ‘free will'. Though corrupted ‘free will' due to the fall
of Adam, they don't acknowledge it as their corruption. They don't
accept a ‘total depravity of man’. They believe that the ‘free will' of
humans is holy because human is made in the image of God (Genesis
1:26-27).

They declare that humans should eliminate the ‘birth pains’ happening
around us with our best capabilities. They attempt to reduce the 'birth
pains’ that Jesus designed and permitted. They resolutely believe that
only by exterminating evil, peace comes, This World turns into
paradise, and finally Jesus comes last. They accentuate ‘paradise-

fiction' and "Jesus’ Second Coming’ under human lead.

They underscore ‘human responsibility’. They believe that Jesus finally
helps them only when humans do their best. From the side of the
‘humanistic’ point of view, it is a very attractive teaching. Countless
‘religious pluralistic’  Christians, disguised as some Evangelical

Christians’, are following the teaching.

They are giving shots at ‘World Peace’ and ‘This World Paradise-fiction’
these days. Ironically, in contrast to their actions, This World is only
worsening. It is going in a direct opposite direction from their wish.
They are captivated by the consciousness of crisis. They can't get off

the hook from the frame of anxiety, worries, and concerns.
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That is precisely their ‘dilemma’. These Christians are losing the peace
in their hearts because of this kind of ‘dilemma’. So to remain in peace,
they have been listening to plenty of sermons, and involved in bible
studies, but without much results. Why is it so? Where can we find a

biblical explanation supporting this?

The biblical explanation is in the Book of Revelation. We learn it from
John. He was a Christology expert. Jesus further upgraded his
spirituality in the span of ‘Last Half and Three Years of birth pains'.
Jesus also had him eat the ‘little scroll’ so that John could be in peace.
It was sweet to his tongue, but sour to his stomach (Revelation 10:10).
The birth pains of the Last Three and a Half years had John's stomach

sour.

This “little scroll’ is the ‘Theory of the Kingdom of God (Above World,
This Seven Thousand Years of World, Above World)" and 'Eschatology’.
He ate the little scroll. He didn’'t merely listen and record. He ate it.
He digested and 'turned it into an energy source (endure, awake,
prepare, cry out and share)’ and ‘digested nutrients (spiritual growth,

upgraded)’. These are only possible once the message is eaten.
Like John, we should eat ‘Christology’, ‘Theory of the Kingdom of God’,
and ‘Eschatology’ to possess a ‘strong spiritual energy’ and ‘rich
nutritious spirituality’ to wait and cry out Jesus' Second Coming, while

being in peace in the 'birth pain’.

2023 September 29th
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October 2023

Take it and eat it. It will turn your stomach sour, but in your
mouth, it will be as sweet as honey.

Revelation 10:9



7th October 2023

| am heading to Turkey today. A seminar for Turkish, Iranian, and Arabs
will be held for three days in each language. Centered on topics on
Revelation that we are studying lately, the imminence of Jesus’ Second
Coming will be shared. They are much in thirst for the message. Please
join me in prayer so that | may, with the help of the Holy Spirit, do

my best to serve them.

Last week we studied Revelation 15:1-8. God showed John a ‘great
and marvelous sign’ before the beginning of the History Drama of the
Last Three and a Half Years. It was the scene of the Throne in Heaven
and four events happened. (1) Appearance of the seven angels with
the seven last plagues (15:1), (2) Sea of glass and the raptured brides
(15:2-4), (3) Out of the temple came the seven angels with the seven
plagues (15: 5-6), and (4) One of the four living creatures giving to
the seven angels the seven golden bowls filled with the wrath of God
(15:7-8).

Among the four events just described above, the first scene goes as
it is spoken to John, 'the seven plagues are the last, completing wrath
of God. Then the second scene was shown to John, which was a ‘sea
of glass’. That is by no means the reflection of the ‘front of God's
throne’ (Revelation 4:6). A front of God's throne looks like a ‘sea of
glass’. The throne of Jesus has already descended from the third
heaven to the air (Matthew 25:31).
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John saw a group of people standing on a 'sea of glass’. They were
singing the 'song of Moses’ and the ‘song of the Lamb’ with the 'harps
of God' (15:3-5). Who are they? They are called the 'victors'. Victors
by whom? Those who had been victorious over the Two Beasts (13:1-

18) and his image and the number of his name (15:2).

In other words, they are the ones who fought against and won a
victory over the New World Order promoters and Religious Pluralists.
They haven't been tripped by their deception but conquered them
(Matthew 24:4-5, 23-28; Revelation 15:2). Those 'victors' are raptured
to the air and worship and praise Jesus. They were singing the ‘song

of Moses’ (song of the Lamb), a scene that God showed to John.

What is the 'song of Moses’ they were singing? The song was sung
twice by Moses to Jehovah (Jesus) right after Exodus (Exodus 15:1-21)
and right before dying (Deuteronomy 32:1-14). The song that was
sung subsequently after Exodus goes, 'Christ, our Passover Lamb
(Jesus), thank you for salvaging Israel (predestined children of God)
from Egypt (This World) and we raise our worship and praise to you
(1 Corinthians 5:7)".

40 years later, Moses sang the song for the second time with the same
context, as it goes, ‘Creator Lamb Jehovah (Jesus), | raise my praise of
thankfulness and worship you for taking our Israelites out of Egypt
and saving us from 40 years in the wilderness'. When was thing song

sung?
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It was sung at the closing of the First Three and a Half Years (end of
the Seventh Trumpet, right before the beginning of the Last Three and
a Half Years), which was right after John ate the 'little scroll’ (Revelation
10:10-11; 6th Trumpet). At this time, ‘raptured candidates of the
brides’ were singing the 'song of Moses’ at the ‘sea of glass’ (front of
the Throne). Like John, they would have been able to sing the ‘song
of Moses’ (song of the Lamb), fully realizing every single meaning of
it and in-depth, because they had eaten ‘Christology’, the ‘Theory of
the Kingdom of God’, and ‘Eschatology’.

Through this scene, God is showing us that a prerequisite to be
raptured is, like John, to eat the 'little scroll’ (Theory of the Kingdom
of God and Eschatology) and be fully equipped with Christology. God
showed us through John that those who check the boxes of
prerequisites would be raptured and will sing praises and worship like
such. It could be summed up that the 'theological topics’ are hidden

in the 'song of Moses' (song of the Lamb) (15:3-4).

What does the worship scene portray for us? It depicts that the focus
of their worship is on 'Christology’ (‘Soteriology’), ‘Theory of Kingdom
of God', and 'Eschatology’, delineating that our focus of worship
should be here and imposing that ‘theology topics’ we encounter
should be based on here, which is a must requirement for the raptured
ones. At the same time, it also explicitly implies that those who are
uncomfortably unfamiliar with such worship wouldn't be easy for them

to be raptured.

Once God showed the worship scene to John, God showed him the

third scene (15:5-6). It's a scene, where the seven angels with the seven
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plagues were coming out of the temple in the air. They were dressed

in clean, shining linen and wore golden sashes around their chests.

The fourth scene precedes. One (jos in Greek) of the four living
creatures (tessara joa in Greek) gave the “seven angels seven golden
bowls filled with the wrath of God” (15:7). Due to the smoke coming
from God's glory and power, no one could enter the temple until the
seven plagues of the seven angels (catastrophes of the Last Three and
a Half Years) were completed (15:8). This sums up Chapter 15. From
Chapter 16, the actual Seven Bowls of God's Wrath begin.

Who are the ‘four living creatures’? What do they look like? John saw
it in four images: (1) a lion, (2) an ox, (3) a face like a man, and (4) a
flying eagle (Revelation 4:6-7). Ezekiel described the four living

creatures in the image of ‘Seraphs’(Ezekiel 1:10; Isaiah 6:2).

To elaborate, one of the ‘seraphs’ gave the ‘seven angels seven golden
bowls filled with the wrath of God'. On the other hand, a ‘cherubim’
has a slightly different look than the former angel. Each of the
cherubim has four faces: (1) a cherub, (2) a man, (3) a lion, and (4) an
eagle (Ezekiel 10:14).

In terms of translation, a slightly confusing part exists in the King
James Version. It translates the ‘four living creatures’ as ‘four beasts’
(Revelation 4:6-7; 15:7). In the original Bible, which is in Greek, it is
written as 'tessara joa' (meaning four living creatures in English and
written in plural form). Gladly, NIV, NASB, and the Korean Revised
Version have stuck to the original language and translated it as ‘four

living creatures’.
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As a result of the King James Version's translation of the word, ‘four
beasts’, occasionally there are some who are confused with them as
the ‘two beasts' described in Revelation 13. Nevertheless, the word,
'beast’ (theerion in Greek) in Revelation 13 is distinctively different
from the word, ‘creature’ (joos in Greek). Here and there, the

translation of King James Version throws us off, so please refer to this.

A question here. Who were the ones that sang the ‘song of Moses
(song of Lamb)’ in front of the Heavenly Throne (at the sea of glass)?
John saw them. They were the victors who prevailed (n/kao in Greek)
over the beast (singular; theerion in Greek), its image (singular; eikon

in Greek), and its number (arithmos in Greek) of names (15:2).

In other words, they are the victors who fought over the second beast,
‘Religious Anti-Christ’ (Revelation 13:11-18). They stood against the
‘Religious Pluralist forces (homosexuality, human rights, humanism,
world peace, and This World Paradis-fication)’ of the Roman Catholic
Pope, Jesuits, and World Council of Churches. They (1) don't agree, (2)
save the ones who are deceived by those forces, and (3) explicitly
expose their evil deeds to the public. It implies that people like them
who are entitled to vocation likewise in this Evangelical Birth Pang Era

are the ones to be raptured.

We have a question on why God had those ‘'victors' raptured and
brought them to the air. To clarify, they are, first of all, very faithful
evangelists. They are spiritual warriors. They are dauntless warriors
fighting against religious pluralist forces. They possess the spirituality

and spiritual power of the Two Witnesses from Team Martyr. In spite
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of such a reason, why had God aligned them with the raptured group’,

not the 'Two Witnesses group'?

That is because each of their vocations is different. (1) Vocation of
Two Witnesses and (2) Vocation of the Raptured. They are all ‘brides
of Jesus’, who are to join the Wedding Feast. (1) The Two Witnesses
are the missioners who are to go through the Seven Years Tribulation,
fulfill the 'harvest of evangelization of destined Jewish and Gentiles’,
be martyred, resurrected and relived, and join the Wedding Feast. They
have a vocation of being gospel witnesses for Jewish and Gentiles
during the Seven Years Tribulation period. Contrastingly, the vocation
of (2) the Raptured who went up the sky is different than that of Two

Witnesses.

Then what would be the vocation of the raptured? It is varied. (1)
Praise Team in Sky. John saw it already. They are the ‘Praise Team in
Air'. They worship with teams that came down from heaven with Jesus
(1 Thessalonians 4:14-16). The raptured ones lead praise in worship
that is held with all of them.

Pivoted, the ‘Raptured Team’ sings the ‘song of Moses’ (song of the
Lamb) ceaselessly to Jesus up in the sky, playing harps. ‘We praise and
worship in thanks our Jesus who saved us as Creator and in flesh”.
This is the mission of service, worship, and praise. That is their first

vocation.
(2) the second vocation is ‘intercessory prayer’ It is a prayer for (1)
Two Witnesses and (2) Nominal Christians, both of whom are suffering

from the Seven Years Tribulation on earth. It is a prayer for the Two

2023 Columns of Thomas Hwang ~ 255



Witnesses who are pained, persecuted, hated, and discriminated by
the Two Beasts. A prayer is for them to endure in the midst of this
hardship and complete their entitled mission of harvesting Jewish and

Gentiles.

There is also an ‘intercessory prayer ministry’ for Nominal Christians.
They weep and gnash their teeth in regret (Matthew 24:51, 25:30).
They need prayer to keep their faith, not deceived and lost by the Two
Beasts for them to go to heaven after death with their faith kept

(14:15-16) or enter into the Millennium Kingdom.

The third vocation is a requesting dispatch of the “angel of the Lord"
(Psalms 34:7) and the 'help of the Holy Spirit'. In order for the above
teams that go through the Seven-Years Tribulation to manage
vocations that they are entitled to, the 'help of the Holy Spirit" and a
dispatch of the 'angel of the Lord’ are essential. The ‘Raptured Ones'’
will always check up on the earth every day without rest. Looking
down on earth, grasp and read the room, and request the 'help of the
Holy Spirit" and 'dispatch of the angel of the Lord’ to Jesus. This is the
‘ministry of a request of the help of the Holy Spirit and the angel of
the Lord'.

The fourth vocation is the ‘encouragement ministry’, ‘compliment
ministry’, ‘consolation ministry’, and ‘serving ministry’. The Two
Witnesses would have to join the Wedding Feast. There is an advanced
list of to-dos for the raptured ones. They should raise the Two
Witnesses who came up to the sky. They should acknowledge their
efforts. 'You two have done great. We are so proud of you. We're sorry

for not being able to accompany you two on earth. Please rest up
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now. We will prepare for the Wedding Feast. | presume the ‘already
raptured ones’ will bear the ‘encouragement ministry’, ‘compliment

ministry’, ‘consolation ministry’, and ‘serving ministry’.

| postulate the fifth vocation will be disclosed as the ‘master plan’ of
the Millennium Kingdom (Kingdom of Christians) under Jesus'
supervision up in the sky for seven years. Looking at this way, |
suppose that the raptured ones will spend days exceedingly busy
throughout the Seven Years Tribulation in the sky. From this, we realize

that the sky is definitively not a place to vegetate and dwell in idleness.

In sum, what type of Christians is raptured? Those who are qualified
as brides of Jesus. (1) Those who didn't serve two masters, but only
loved their husband, Jesus. (2) Those who gave birth to children of
Jesus and raised them accordingly. (3) Those who were victorious of
the Two Beasts’ forces. (4) Those who endured the birth pain, kept
awake, prepared, and cried out. (5) Those who were strong in
Christology and ate the little scroll. (6) Those with characters of being
apt at the above (1) to (5) criteria.

| have a vocation too and that is to lead domestic and foreign AMI
teams to join the group of brides of Jesus. This is definitely not an
easy task. The grace of Jesus Christ is crucial. The power of the Holy
Spirit and His guidance are needed. Carrying that vocation, | am
headed to the Middle East. Let's be in this together.

2023 October 7th
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13t October 2023

| am currently in Turkey and have just finalized three days of a seminar
held entirely in Turkish. | was able to minister by the sound of prayers
of AMI fellows. | shared with all the participants of the seminar that
all of you are joining us through intercessory praying. They are all truly
thankful for it.

This time, approximately 30 ministers all the way from Bulgaria have
joined us. 80 participants in total are ministers, who faithfully worship
Jesus as gospel ministers in Muslim cultural areas. They are
extraordinarily precious. It is the vast grace of Jesus for us to be able

to serve people like them.

Finally, Turkish and Bulgarian ministers returned after completing the
seminar. Continually, we are serving lIranians. They are under
persecution. Turkey is in a state of tension due to the recent conflict
between Israel and Hamas. An unfortunate mishap has happened to
several Iranian participants by being forcibly restrained from moving
anywhere. Turkish police are also repressing the movement of Iranian

immigrants residing in Turkey, particularly Christians.

It is not necessarily a comfortable state at all. Yet, despite discomforts
and persecution, they are here for the seminar. They are in great
hunger for the Word. They ardently take notes with letters that we

don't know. There are not enough words to describe how beautiful
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they are. | thank Jesus who generously offered His grace to be able

to serve such faithful brothers and sisters in faith.

For the past years, the president of Turkey has led pro-Christianism
diplomacy. The president legally has made a route for missionaries to
stay in Turkey by giving them visas. Turkey hasn't obstructed Christian
festivals, which made Istanbul possible to be a missionary center of

the Middle-East missionary.

However, it has been heard that diplomacy these days has changed.
Now Turkey is officially limiting missionary visas. As a result, many
missionaries are leaving Turkey. All in all, Turkey’s government is said

to leaning towards anti-Christianism.

This happening is definitively not a coincidence. It is to fulfill the
biblical prophecy. In the future during the Last Three and a Half Year's
Sixth Bowl Woe, Armageddon War will break out (Revelation 16:12-
16). Ezekiel chapters 38-39 elaborately record the prophecy in depth

about the Armageddon warfare.

At the war, Russia (Gog; 38:2) and Turkey (Gomer, Togarmah; 38:6)
appear. Then Persia (Iran; 38:5), Ethiopia and Libya (38:5) make an
entrance into the war. Among them, Russia is a leader (Gog,38:2) and

these countries are Russia’s allied nations.

According to the prophecy of Ezekiel, Russia’s allies and Islam'’s allies
will be on one team. On the other hand, capitalist countries, including
the United States, the European Union, Israel, and South Korea will be

on one team.
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It could be predicted that those countries will start the Armageddon
War. At that time, predestined Gentiles, Jewish, and Arabian will be
evangelized (Ezekiel 38:16,23,39:6-7,22,28-29). A massive harvest will
take place by then.

In fulfilling this prophecy, Ezekiel prophesied that Turkey will play a
major role. Therefore, it is predictable what policy will Turkey establish,
which would lean toward ‘anti-Israel, 'anti-West', ‘anti-Christianism’,

‘pro-Russia’, ‘pro-Arab’, and ‘pro-China’.

We should prepare as we are missionaries in the Middle East. Turkey
will someday interrupt our missionary work. Therefore, grasping every
chance and opportunity while given to us, we should commit ourselves

to the Middle East missionary work through Turkey.

We never know when this door of opportunity will close. Looking at
current events in the Middle East, | get impatient. Once given an
opportunity, one shouldn’t deter and waste time, but use Turkey as a

route.

As China closed its doors, Turkey will close its doors not too long
after. Indeed, it is a gospel emergency era. At times like this, a true
wiser is attentive towards Jesus' warning message and led to apply

this Word of message to his or her life.
The true wiser listens to the warning message that Jesus told us at the
Mount of Olives. ‘'Like the days of Noah, don't be a fool' (Matthew

24:37-39). Don't make excuses. Seek the grace of Jesus Christ
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(Revelation 22:21), set priority of your life (Matthew 6:33), be full with
the Holy Spirit, ask for His help, and participate in the harvest ministry
before Jesus’ Second Coming both directly and indirectly (John 14:16,
Acts 1:5-8).

The grace of Jesus reaches that type of person. The grace that remains
one to stay awake (Matthew 24:42), prepare for Jesus’ Second Coming
(Matthew 24:44), and cry out. It is the grace of joining the raptured
group (Matthew 24:45-25:46).

Thankfully, we are the ones with the grace. Because we are given the
grace, | am running on-site and you are running in the rear. Let's not

stop and proceed running.

2023 October 13th
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215t October 2023

| got back from a Turkey mission trip successfully by the grace of
Jesus. | completed my designated vocation through everyone's
ceaseless prayer. | served Turkish, Iranian, Kurdish, Bulgarians, Iraqis,
Afghanistans, Pakistani, Egyptians, and Syrians. They are all ministers
and laymen, desperate for the Word.

The Muslim-dominated Middle East is waking up. It has been
discovered through the current Israel and Hamas War that the war is
acting as a catalyst, waking them up. They question me all in one voice
whether Jesus’ Second Coming is imminent as the state of being is
proven through the war. They are waiting for Jesus’ Second Coming

as much.

| served each of the three language groups for three days each. (1)
Turkish, (2) Persian, and (3) Arabic. All three groups are in thirst and
passionate for the Word. All participants, without exception, have
decided to become Jesus' raptured brides, being the harvesters at the
Last Time, which | would like to call as the fruit of all of your ministry,

praying in the rear.

As every one of you has started praying for them, please continue to
participate in the Middle East mission by intercessory prayers. A prayer
for God's heart would be in the Middle East missionary work that we
serve and to bear lots of beautiful fruits that God would take delight

in. There are specific prayer requests. Please pray for these prayer
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requests continuously, which is, without a doubt, the way of

participating in the Middle East mission.

The prayer requests are the following: (1) AMI video mission. My
English lectures (approximately 200 lectures) are being dubbed. This
is not a simple task. Spiritual faithfulness, accuracy, and wisdom are
vital for dubbers. The progress has already been made in that some
have been distributed and posted on SNS in their languages. A lot of

viewers are adding up.

(2) Seminar ministry. Every three months, we have been holding
seminars in three different languages. The next seminar is in 2024
February 5th through 16th. We record the seminar videos, save them
on USB, and upload them to SNS accounts of the corresponding
languages. There are faithful ministers who are working on this work.

Please join an intercessory prayer for them.

(3) Document ministry. AMI documents are being translated and
distributed into three different languages. Our documents are flying
as if they have wings. Already tens of thousands of volumes of
documents are spread. Every day, numerous requests for documents
to the Middle East AMI headquarters (director Jae Wook Kim, 20 years
of Middle East ministry experience) are soaring. He says the requests

particularly from Iranians are rushing.
One time during this time's seminar, an Iranian pastor shared his

testimony. He was carrying a trunk full of AMI documents from Turkey

to Iran but got caught at the airport and imprisoned on the spot.
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Many had prayed for him and surprisingly, the judge discharged him

from all charges, and was released from jail after a few weeks.

Iran these days is similar to North Korea. The persecution of Christians
is extremely severe. Meanwhile, the astonishing number of Christians
has exponentially grown to 1.5 million. Iran’s growth rate of Christians
is the fastest in the world. There are countless people underground in
thirst for the Word, which is why we should focus on Iran’s mission

work. Please join this ministry through intercessory prayer.

All the ministries | do are not my doing but being done by faithful
companions whom Jesus sent. The person in charge of this particular
ministry is Jae Wook Kim missionary (and his wife, Youngran). He is
the present Jesus sent to us. Not only he is faithful, but an expert in
the Middle East who has been committing to the Middle East
missionary work for 20 years. Jesus has sent such a precious one like

him to us. Please join through an intercessory prayer for his family.

You and | are blessed so much. Why is that? That is because we are
on the harvester rank before Jesus’ Second Coming, not because we
want it. We are joined in this rank through the grace of Jesus Christ,
not because we are lucky. Therefore, the Holy Spirit will lead us to

manage and bear the harvester ministry fully.

So don't put pressure on yourself, but with thankfulness, joy, and light-
heartedness, led by the Holy Spirit, please participate in the

intercessory prayer for AMI Middle East rear mission work.

2023 October 21st
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27t October 2023

Israel and Hamas war is still in continuance. An attack on Gaza by
Israel is accelerating to exterminate Hamas. A lot of damage on both

sides is expected.

Some worry that if this war extends, it could be elongated to World
War Three. Even mass communications are concerned that the current
war could lead to World War Three. There have been many
participants at the seminar who asked the same question during my
last week’s visit to the Middle East.

| see this war is irrelevant to the Third World War because the 'Third
Temple’ hasn't been constructed yet. | presume this war is one of the

preparations for the construction of the ‘Third Temple'.

| think both sides would fight until they are weary, not to mention the
people on both sides being burned out. The people in the whole world
would be burned out as well. The world economy would get hit by

considerable damage.

A voice for the need for a peace treaty between Israel and Palestine
would get louder; a voice for dispute-less and peaceful coexistence
would louden. In fact, the media worldwide would encourage the

peace treaty.
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The UN and powerful nations would arrange the peace treaty. The
‘Two States’ proposal would be suggested. Although the proposal has
already been proposed years ago, it fell through. However, the ‘Two
States’ proposal is the only remaining plan for the two teams to

remain in peace.

The reconstruction of the 'Third Temple' will also be taken in action
along with the ‘Two States’ proposal, which is ultimately for world

peace and peace in Israel, led by the Two Beasts (Revelation 13:1-18).

They will hold the ‘Pantheism Worship Service’, which is a service for
the establishment of the New World Order. It is a ‘Mono-Religion
Service'. It is a 'World Peace Worship Service'. People nationwide will

cheer on.

Jesus said that this service is “the abomination of desolation” (Matthew
24:15) and would be held in the Third Temple. Jesus said that is to
happen immediately before the beginning of the Seven Years of
Tribulation (Matthew 24:16-21).

During the Seven Years Tribulation, there will be two great wars. The
first war happens when the 6th trumpet is blown. 200 million cavalry
will join the first war. One-third of non-Christians will die. It is
prophesied in Revelation chapter 9 verses 13 to 21 that the remaining
two-thirds of non-Christians will ask for help from Mohammed,
Buddha, Hindu, and folk gods.

The second great war is the Armageddon War, which is to happen in

the Last Three and a Half Years, and when the Sixth Bowl Woe happens
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(Revelation 16:12-16). Presumably, it could be the war described in
Ezekiel chapters 38 to 39 and the 'Third World War'. At that time, it is
recorded that a massive harvest of Jews, Arabians, and Gentiles
(Ezekiel 38-39) will take place.

Therefore, we know that the Middle East of this time is irrelevant to
the Third World War. However, this war will be a flare, waking up the
Christians (Matthew 24:42). It is a flare that awakens the imminence of
Jesus’ Second Coming. It is to be awake and to prepare for Jesus’
Second Coming (Matthew 24:44).

Unfortunately, many might be awake these days, but there aren't many
who cry out Jesus’ Second Coming (Matthew 24:45-25:46). There are
many who are awake by an influx of information, but just by their
heads.

However, they don't cry out Jesus’ Second Coming like cat got their

tongues. Why is that?

Jesus prophesied that the era before Jesus' Second Coming would be
like the days of Noah. People in Noah's time were indifferent towards
the warning of the Flood because they got caught up with their lives
and simply didn't have time (Matthew 24:37-39).

Noah and his family were different. Though the same Christians, why

there aren’t many who are like Noah and his family? What's the answer
to that?
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Though the same Christians, they don’'t have Jesus’ grace, which was

the same at the time of Noah's. Only Noah was in Jesus' grace.

We all need this grace of Jesus (Revelation 22:21). In order to become
a bride participating in Jesus' wedding feast, the grace of Jesus is a

must.

“Noah found grace in the eyes of God. Noah was a righteous man,
blameless among the people of his time, and he walked faithfully with
God" (Genesis 6:8-9). It shows Noah as an example of the to-be

raptured one of these days to us.

Noah had an elder at his house. Because of him, whole family
members entered into an ark. Our case is not different from theirs.
We learn that if there's an elder who is just like Noah in a family, the
whole descendants of the family will be raptured. Wives, three sons,
and three daughters-in-law of Noah were able to get in the ark
because of Noah (Genesis 7:7) and just like that, only eight of them

remained alive (Genesis 7:23; 1 Peter 3:20).

To love a family, there should be at least one elder who is just like
Noah. That is a vocation of mine as a minister and Pastor Hwang for

you all.
My dream and wish is to make at least one like Noah in the AMI

community, but only dreaming and wishing would not do. We need

the grace of Jesus Christ.
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The grace of Jesus was laid on Noah. To become like Noah, the grace

of Jesus Christ is crucial for all of you.
This is my prayer for everyone. This was also Paul's prayer for his
disciples (Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:3) and prayer for Christians who

read the book of Revelation (Revelation 22:21).

2023 October 27th
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November 2023

I took the little scroll from the angel's hand and ate it. It tasted
as sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had
eaten it, my stomach turned sour.

Revelation 10:10



4 November 2023

We begin with a new series, the ‘Two Beasts’ series (Revelation 13:1-
18), a topic that the majority of biblical interpreters get confused
about. They confuse us with all different kinds of explanations, which
are depended on the interpretations of the ‘Four Theologies of

Eschatology'.

Especially, the interpretation of prominent ‘Post-Millennials’
(Liberalists, Progressives, New World Order, Fake World Peace, Fake
This World Paradise-fiction, Unification of Religions, Religious
Pluralism, Socialists, Fake Human Rights, Fake Humanists, Homosexual

allowers) confuses us.

Their deciphering is clearly different than the ‘Three Eschatologists
(Evangelicals)’. Evangelicals see them as ‘non-Christians’ with a ‘leftist
ideology’. Though they appear like Christians, they are ‘fake Christians’.
Jesus already prophesied in the ‘Sermon on the Mount of Olives’

(Matthew 24-25) that crowds of 'fake Christians’ would appear.

A problem, unfortunately, is the fact that most Christians (Catholic,
Greek Orthodox Church, Anglican Church, and most major
Protestantism) are deeply drenched in ‘Post-Millennialism’ (Leftist
ideologies). In other words, 70% to 80% of so-called Christians are
deeply soaked in this ‘leftist ideology’ and this trend is accelerating at
the greatest speed that has never been seen before. It is a worldwide

trend and South Korea is not an exception.
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We have a question here. Why is this world so suddenly turning into
‘leftist’? Why can't we prevent this shift from happening? Not much
the ‘conservatives’ (all Christians and non-Christians) could do despite
them crying out loud. Ironically, the whole world is expediently going
toward the ‘leftist’ road not only in South Korea, but prevalently in the
United States, Europe, Canada, Australia, Latin America, Africa, and

Asia.

Take a look at the United States, for instance. The U.S. is surprisingly
shifting to ‘left-wing'. | studied abroad in the U.S. in 1968. The United
States of that time wasn't the United States of this day. It was a model
country that set a great example, valuing the principles of Evangelical
Christianity. However, the U.S.s rapid shift to the left wing has
expanded since the Obama administration, and the country has been

falling apart since then. Such a pity.

This ‘shift to left-wing' is happening in all areas, encompassing politics,
economics, society, culture, education, industries, law, press, arts,
movies, finance, mass media, IT, and even Christianity. This ‘shift to
left-wing’ is rushing like a flood. It is also called a ‘periodical strong
current’. It is a ‘worldwide phenomenon’, and South Korea is not an

exception.

Most people are aware of this ‘strong current’, but in denial. They
admit that the world is becoming ‘left-winged’, but draw a line from
themselves, thinking it is completely irrelevant to their interests. Some
bravely defy the strong current of the left wing, but despite their

obstinate resistance, the wave of the ‘left-wing’ doesn't stop but only
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intensifies. It is helpless. No one can seem to find an apparent solution

to resist the ‘strong current of the left-wing'.

People (all Christians and non-Christians) feel sorry for all that is
happening. They worry. They are curious about how their human
history will unfold. Some (both Christians and non-Christians) say now
is the 'End Times'. Without relevance to biblical teaching, they simply

say now is the 'End Times'. They see the world 'pessimistically’.

However, their viewpoint on ‘End Times' is different from the viewpoint
of 'Biblical End Times'. In other words, their viewpoint on the ‘End
Times' is different than the ‘End Times' as prophesied (designed) by
Jesus. Surprisingly, though the same Christians, many are ignorant of
Jesus’ viewpoint on the End Times. They remain within the bounds of
common sense. Therefore, though the same Christians, because of a
difference in understanding of Eschatology, they either feel
uncomfortable with each other, quarrel with each other or even
criticize each other as a heresy, particularly on the interpretation of

the ‘Two Beasts'.

There are all kinds of different interpretations of the ‘Two Beasts'. In
order to biblically interpret the ‘Two Beasts’, we must eat the “little
scroll” (Revelation 10:10-11), or else it is impossible to do a correct
biblical interpretation. If one ought to ask me how | say such things,

here is my response, as follows.
| say, '‘because | have learned from John. John was the master of the
‘Christology’ (Trinitarianism; 1 John 5:7-8). John was the Christology

expert (an author of the Book of John, 1,2, and 3 John, and Revelation
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1-10), who taught the deity of Jesus. Jesus had John eat the 'little
scroll’. After John ate the little scroll, he prophesied about the ‘Two
Beasts'. In other words, John was strong on ‘Christology’, but must

have to eat the ‘little scroll’ to record the ‘Mystery of the Two Beasts'.

Then what is the 'little scroll'? | believe that the ’little scroll’ is the
‘Theology on the Kingdom of God (Above World, This World, and
Above World, respectively)’ and ‘Eschatology’. John at that time (a
figure from 2,000 years ago) must have been weak in those two areas,
‘Theology on the Kingdom of God (Above World, This World, and
Above World, respectively)’ and ‘Eschatology’. Nevertheless, once John
ate the 'little scroll’, I'd say that John must have at least gotten an idea
of the two areas. How do we confirm this fact? We could assume by
looking at Revelation chapters 11 through 22 that John wrote after

eating the 'little scroll'.

Therefore, it is my opinion that there is one condition to understand
the 'Two Beasts Series’ that is about to unfold before us from now on
and that is to have sufficient knowledge of 'Christology
(Trinitarianism)’, ‘Theology on the Kingdom of God’, and 'Eschatology'.
These are the subjects that most readers of this column have already

studied. They are the ones who ate the 'little scroll'.

Based on this premise, we will study the ‘Two Beasts' series from now
on. It is a difficult topic and not easy to understand. A conflict could
happen, even. Nevertheless, it is a topic we must study. Especially, it
is a prerequisite subject for the ‘bride candidates’ who are living in

this time, Before Jesus’' Second Coming.
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| have a request for those who are weak on this prerequisite subject,
‘Two Beasts Series’. Please study the required subjects listed above
(Christology (Trinitarianism), Theology on the Kingdom of God, and
Eschatology). Those are the required subjects for the ‘bride
candidates’. However, despite my pleading, at times there are some
for whom my request is as if falling on deaf ears. Yet, their complete
indifference is not their fault. It is simply they didn't receive the grace

of Jesus Christ.

So | pray for all of you. “| earnestly pray and ask for the grace of Jesus
to be with you". This was exactly the prayer of John, who ate the ‘little
scroll" and recorded the ‘Mystery of the Two Beasts' to his readers of
the Book of Revelation (Revelation 22:21). This prayer is also my prayer
for all who will be studying the ‘Mystery of the Two Beasts’ from now

on.

2023 November 4th
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10t November 2023

The weather is getting chilly. South Korea has clear four seasons and
is now approaching Winter. Take care of your health at this time of
change in season. Today is the first day of graduation of the 300
students of the AMI East Africa across Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania,
Congo, and Sudan. The graduation continues at different places for a

few days. They all studied very hard.

A total of six members, including Pastor Ann Seong Ryong and North
American teams, will attend the graduation. This is truly a fruit of the
prayers of the North American teams. Already many have graduated
and are working in a field. They minister on preparing for Jesus'
Second Coming, which is candidly the fruit of the devotion of Pastor
Fredrick (an alumnus of AMI Foreign Seminar), a person in charge of
the field.

Though we can't personally be there, please join them through prayer
for the North American teams, on-site teams, alumni, and returning
students for their ministry to bear beautiful fruits. The prayer is for

them to produce lots of ‘brides of Jesus' in Africa, where we serve.

It is a prayer for them to have spiritual discernment, endure the birth
pain (Matthew 24:13), wake up Africa, have them prepare for Jesus'’
Second Coming (Matthew 24:44), have them teach Jesus' Second

Coming, share the lesson, and cry out the teaching for them to
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become faithful wisers (Matthew 24:45-25:46). Please don't forget and

join through intercessory prayer whenever the Holy Spirit reminds you.

We have recently begun studying the new series, ‘Two Beasts'. It is a
difficult topic to understand. This topic is also a theological theory
that is part of the 'Mystery of God’ (Revelation 10:7). Also, the topic,
‘Two Beasts' is the ‘Mystery of Heaven' (Matthew 13:11) and the
‘Mystery of Yeast’ (Matthew 13:33).

Jesus told His disciples, ‘'The mystery of the kingdom of heaven is not
for every Christian, but is given to you. It is designed so that Nominal
Christians can’t understand the mystery of the kingdom of heaven. If
those Nominal Christians know a bit about the mystery of the kingdom
of heaven, even what they have will be taken from them and will be
given to you. | will shut their eyes and ears, and only open your eyes
and ears (Matthew 13:11-17).

At first glance, what Jesus just said sounds very much like ‘one-sidedly
inhuman and irrational’. It is hard to accept it. It is rather repulsive. No
show of merciful Jesus in the verses mentioned above from
supposedly merciful Jesus. Confusing, indeed. No show of Jesus of
love. Instead, Jesus feels like to be cold-hearted based on the verses

above. How could we comprehend this Jesus?

Paul was also once conflicted by this image of Jesus (Romans 9:3). The
Holy Spirit taught Paul who was pondering. ‘Jesus is sovereign and
unilaterally oversees human history as fitting to His will (Romans 9:6-
23, John 3:35, Matthew 28:28). He will unilaterally have mercy on

whom He will have mercy and will have compassion on whom He will
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have compassion (Exodus 33:19, Romans 9:18). Jesus unilaterally and
rightfully does what He wants to do with his own (Matthew 20:15)".
Paul kneeled to this teaching (Romans 9:19-20).

However, not ‘all Christians’ (those who were given the grace of
salvation) kneel to this word of message. Only a person like Paul kneels
to this word of message. How is Paul different from other Christians?
Not only Paul was given the ‘grace of salvation’ (Ephesians 2:8-9), but
also the ‘grace of being the bride of Jesus’, as a plus (Romans 1:7,
16:24, 1 Corinthians 1:3,16:23, Revelation 19:7-10). For those reasons,

he was able to humbly kneel before the ‘sovereignty of Jesus'.

John also told the readers of the Book of Revelation (revelation: to
reveal the hidden, take in, and accept) that he wrote, in order to
fathom, comprehend, and embrace the Book of Revelation, the ‘grace
of to be Jesus’ bride’ is crucial. So he advised his readers to receive
the grace (Revelation 22:21). That word of advice is the conclusion of
the Revelation and interestingly, the last verse of the Bible and the

conclusion of the Bible.

Despite John's advice, throughout the Church Period, the number of
Christians who received ‘the grace to be Jesus’ bride’ was very few.
This could be evidently proven by the past 2,000 years of the history
of Christianity and this is the biblical ‘Mystery of Heaven' (Matthew
13:11). Not all Christians have the same spiritual levels and that is
because the Kingdom of God is ‘hierarchical society’ (Matthew 5:19, 2
Timothy 4:8).
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What would be my purpose of ministry for you? It is to guide every
one of you to be part of the ‘grace of being Jesus' bride'. It is to guide
every one of you to a highly respected position, which is why | at
times scold that is deemed uncomfortable to hear. The Holy Spirit
inspires me from time to time to lecture, which is oftentimes regarded

as not so favorable to hear.

| tell everyone to take notes every single time | open my mouth. Which
church on earth does this? Most pastors can't say such things, afraid
that their congregation would be pressured and not like them. Most
pastors can't dare to say such things petrified that their congregation
would be tempted and leave their church. Contrasting to them, | am
a thickheaded minister. Regardless of whether they leave or not, | nag

my congregation to take notes.

Despite this fact, 99% of our congregation obeys my nagging, which
is the grand grace of Jesus. Not only that, | nag them to participate in
the ‘cell worship service' that is being held after regular Sunday service
and almost 90% of our congregation obeys in participating in the cell
worship service. This is a massive pressure for those who are
accustomed to a traditional one-hour service. It is only by the grace

of Jesus Christ to overcome this pressure.

However, some can't join the cell worship service due to unavoidable
circumstances. For instance, some seniors, besides health issues, serve
at different locations at different times. Pastor Isaiah and his wife,
Songin Sook serve in NK (North Korea) ministry in Paju at 3 pm every

week. So do staff commit themselves to their given ministry. Besides
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them and without specific reasons, | advised, which was more like a

scold, to participate in the cell worship service last week.

All the reasons behind my emphasis on the ‘cell worship service’ is
because it is beyond significant to us. The cell worship service is a
review of the Word and interaction and encouragement within the
congregation. Every member of the congregation interacts with the
message of the sermon of the day. One of the blessed vocations of
the church is the interaction of the congregation. A general bonding
is alright, but bonding with the received message has one realize the
Holy Spirit and experience the help of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit
leads each member of the congregation as a good friend and

companion in Christ.

| am concerned for those who might have been wounded by my harsh
scolding last week. Don't push yourself too hard or put pressure on
yourself, but confidently and boldly participate in the cell worship
service. Don't hesitate just because you are unfamiliar, but please take

courage. The Holy Spirit will give you courage.

We are studying the ‘Beast’ (khahee in Hebrew; derion in Greek). The
word ‘Beast’ is recorded approximately 180 times in the Old Testament
and 48 times in the New Testament (33 times in Revelation). It is
recorded mostly in Revelation. Yet, the meaning of the ‘Beast’
described in the Bible varies depending on circumstances, which could

be categorized at least into 4 different kinds.

(1) Expressed in Image (Ezekiel 10:14-15, 1:10; Revelation 4:6), (2)
Physically Existing (Genesis 1:24, 7:2, 31:18; Deuteronomy 14:4), (3)
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Spiritually Existing (Psalms 49:12, 20; Ecclesiastes 3:20-21; Ezekiel
21:31; 2 Peter 2:12), and (4) Historically Existing (Revelation 17:10-11;
Daniel 7:1-7,15-28; Revelation 6:8, 11:7, 13:1-18).

Among the four types of beasts, the beast we will be studying through
this ‘Beast Series’ is the (4) Historically Existing Beast. This beast is the
one that an angel showed to John. The beast is not only one but there
are seven and has seven heads, seven hills, and seven kings. To be

specific, they are called seven kingdoms (Revelation 17:9-10).

The seven kingdoms are as follows, (1) Egyptian Empire (2100 BC- 900
BC), (2) Assyrian Empire (860 BC- 626 BC), (3) Babylonian Empire (626
BC- 539 BC), (4) Persian Empire (539 BC- 330 BC), (5) Greek Empire
(330 BC-63 BC), (6) Roman Empire (63 BC- AD 476) and (7) New
Roman Empire (Two Beasts Empire; Revelation 13:1-18).

The angel told John (AD 95) that ‘the first five empires have already
collapsed. The 6th Empire (the Roman Empire) is still alive. The
remaining empire (the 7th Empire, which is the Two Beasts Empire and
also the New Roman Empire) hasn't come yet. Meanwhile, the 7th
Empire actually consisted of ‘two empires’, including the first beast
(empire; Revelation 13:1-10) and the second beast (empire; Revelation
13:11-18). The first beast is the 7th Empire and the second beast is
the 8th Empire, which is part of the 7th Empire (Revelation 17:9-11).
Simply put, the 8th Empire and the 7th Empire coexist at the same

time and work out together.

| believe John only recorded the message, but couldn't have possibly

understood the messages that are hidden. As a first-century figure, he
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was aware of the Roman Empire but must have been blank in the
upcoming two empires (7th and 8th). He did record about the two
empires (Revelation 13:1-8), but the two empires weren't in historical

existence in his time.

However, we of this day and age are different from John. We are living
in an era of an eagle perspective that allows us to see the above eight
empires at a glance. Also, surprisingly, we are living in the times of
the 7th-8th empires (the First Beast Empire and the Second Beast
Empire). We are feeling through our skins the birth pain that the two
beasts’ empires are causing. We have wisdom on the birth pain. We

also know why Jesus designed them.

As we are eating the much more advanced 'little scroll’ than the ‘little
scroll’ (the Theory of the Kingdom of God and Eschatology) John had
eaten, we have an idea why Jesus designed the above eight empires.
We will learn more in-depth about this fact throughout the Two

Beasts Series'.
We will also gain the discernment of times. We will realize specifically
what our vocations are. In prayer, let us heed what the Holy Spirit will

speak to us.

2023 November 10th
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18t November 2023

| just finished a theology lecture in Laos. Fueled by the intercessory
prayers of every one of you and being led by the Holy Spirit, | was
able to successfully fulfill my entitled vocation in grace. All praises to

only Jesus.

Gladly as the weather (30 to 32 degrees Celsius) here was cooler than
it was thought to be, the heat was bearable. From 16 provinces across
the country, appointed young ministers participated in the three years

of regular theology courses for the Bachelor of Theology degree.

Held three times a year (intense two weeks of room and board) at the
capital of Laos, Vientiane, and the headquarters of the CMA
denomination General Assembly, on-site pupil pastors and | lead the

lecture.

This denomination is the only permitted Christian denomination that
Communist Laos allows. As Laos is a small country with Buddhism as
its national religion, control is relatively effective. The country’'s control

of Christianity and external influence is vastly thorough.

In the midst of it, Laos has been receiving aid from the UN and
Western countries. Back in the 1970s to 1990s, the head of Laos UN
was an evangelical Christian (from the CMA denomination), Dr.
Kamphone. He suggested to the Communist party that in order to

continually receive aid from the UN and Western countries, they
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should at least accept one establishment of the Protestant

denomination.

The Communists allowed the establishment of the denomination to
Dr. Kamphone. Thankfully, the Christians and Missionary Alliance (CMA
in short, headquartered in New York) which prioritizes missionaries
first according to Evangelical value standard was established in 1992

(concurrently as Russia and China began the open-door policy).

He truly had the CMA theology as his background. In Vietnam, its
largest representative Protestant denomination is CMA, likewise. The

CMA is the strongest denomination in Southeast Asia.

Though Protestantism denomination was established in Laos through
the grace of Jesus, there was not a single theological seminary in Laos.
The Communists forbid foreigners to teach in Laos, not to mention
foreign missionary was labeled as illegal. Laos had been a Buddhist
communist country. It also didn't allow conversion to other religions

at all.

In such a state, Dr. Kamphone tried his best to evangelize Laos with
the Communist's implicit consent. He had been on good terms with
Communist executives (president, prime minister, and governors). He
is the only accredited Christian leader by Communist leaders in Laos

and is positioned as the '‘Best Christian Leader in Laos'.
Not only that, the Communist party anointed him as the ‘Best Leader
of Interfaith Religion in Laos’, granting him the management authority

of all religions in Laos besides Buddhism. Even the construction of the
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Islam Mosque needed his permission. All Christian missionaries who
secretly minister in Laos need his implicit consent. He is the one and

only Christian leader in Laos that communists rely on and approve.

He and | met 13 years ago and it is since then our companionship has
begun. We were introduced by missionary Bae Donghwan, who was
ministering at hospitals in Laos 20 years ago. Our relationship has
been thicker than ever since he knew | was a professor at the CMA

denomination theology seminar at headquarters, in New York.

After all, nominating me as the president, he established the one and
only first theology seminar that grants the degree, of Bachelor of
Theology in Laos. Ministers from the entire 16 provinces all across the
country, including the capital, Vientiane, are being trained. With the
implicit consent of Communists, as an only foreigner, | have been

undertaking this heavy responsibility for 13 years.

There have been many fruits that were borne through this theology
seminar ministry. Only several churches around Vientiane back then
have now grown into more than 1,000 churches. Of course, | wasn't
the one who did it, but strongly substantiated by our software. They
again proudly talk about the growth of churches to me. | praise glory

to Jesus only.

Our missionary strategy was like such. Every time | lecture, we record

it. We edit and save it in a USB and spread it all across the country.

In addition, we made those lectures into books and distributed them

to all parts of the country. Using the same method, we have served
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Laos for 13 vyears and missionary Bae Donghwan has been

accompanying us in this ministry.

For the past four days, my lecture was on, "What are the Signs before
Jesus’ Second Coming?”, covering Revelation chapters 6 to 18. It is

undeniably a difficult subject.

Yet, thankfully, all of the participants successfully understood it. They
renewed their devotion and determined to wake their congregation
once they returned home. Newly equipped, they boarded for long
hours of bus to take them home. It is the working of the Holy Spirit

that has helped them to bear such precious fruits.

Missionary Bae Donghwan and |, at the front and you, at the back,
have been able to cooperate all together in carrying out this ministry.
We have served the Laos team in one mind, one faith, and one vision.

All thanks and glory to Jesus for being so graceful to us to serve them.

From tomorrow, Sunday, our team will serve country C for seven days
on the same subject. | request intercessory prayer for missionary Xin
Ti Shung who prepared for and devoted this missionary. Also, please
join an intercessory prayer for the participants’ safety and

understanding of our teaching.

All of the participants are coming from a long distance. They are given
the vocation to evangelize the minority races. They believe that the
minority races must be evangelized before Jesus’ Second Coming and
so industriously work on sites. | want them to be energized by your

intercessory prayers.
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| want their theology to be straightened, especially on Christology,
Theology on the Kingdom of God, and Eschatology. They have been
trained on difficult subjects and now | am trying to feed them the
Book of Revelation chapters 6 through 18, written by John, after eating
the little scroll. Again, it is an intricate subject. Please join us through
intercessory prayer for me, Xin Ti Shung missionary, and all

participants.
| ask you again, please join us through intercessory prayer for Laos
teams to bear many good fruits. Every one of you will meet these

teams and country C teams at Jesus' wedding feast.

2023 November 18th
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24" November 2023

| am currently ministering in country C. A total of 30 ministers are
from all across the country, and half of them are from a minority race.
Without a single exception, everyone ardently takes notes and focuses,

which | couldn't be more proud of.

We are studying the birth pains (Matthew 24:8) that must (Matthew
24:6) occur before Jesus' Parousia and it ends on the upcoming
Sunday afternoon of November 26th and I'm headed to Hanoi on
Monday, the 27th.

We are studying the ten birth pains that Jesus preached in the Sermon
on the Mount of Olives. (1) Natural Birth Pain (earthquake; Matthew
24:7), (2) Political Birth Pain (wars and rumors of wars; Matthew 24:6-
7), (3) Economical Birth Pain (famines; Matthew 24:7), (4) Pestilences
(Luke 21:11), (5) Societal Birth Pain (wickedness; Matthew 24:12), (6)
Humane Birth Pain (love of most will grow cold; Matthew 24:12), (7)
Birth Pain of Christians being Hated (because of the name of Jesus
and Evangelism; Matthew 24:9-10), (8) Appearance of Many False
Prophets (infatuation, deception, many will turn away from the faith;
Matthew 24:10-11), (9) Gospel Birth Pain (appearance of Religious
Pluralism, deception, and the loss of salvation of even God's already
elected children; Matthew 24:4-5, 23-28), and (10) Harvest Birth Pain

(an attempt to evangelize the unreached people; Matthew 24:14).
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The birth pains described above are extremely happening in country
C these days. Every participant opens their eyes in amazement. They
have woken up. Not only are they determined to cry out to their
people, but also to minority groups (unreached people). This is truly
the grace of Jesus and amazing determination. We ought to
intercessory pray for their determination to bear fruits, which is also

our vocation towards country C.

We have thankful news in regards to the fruits of AMI's country C
missionary team of a total of 22 people throughout 11 weeks and 2
people each week. The fruit they have borne is truly astounding. The
people of country C tell me in one voice that they are deeply touched
by competent and humble laymen serving each other and decided to

be like them. All glory to our Lord.

As your senior pastor, | am beyond proud. The Holy Spirit has led to
bear the fruit of mission work like such. As you know, | am not gifted
with feeding spiritual infants, Jesus’ lambs (John 21:15), but gifted with
feeding spiritual youth and spiritual sons (Matthew 5:9,45), who have
an equivalent spiritual level of Jesus' sheep (John 21:16-17), instead. |,
as a result, always feel sorry for the lambs because | can't take care of

them well when those lambs need to be consistently taken care of.

There is something | am thankful for the sheep of our church because

they take care of lambs for me, which | can’t do.

There are two levels of Christians in the church: lamb (spiritual infant;
John 21:15) Christian and sheep (spiritual adult; John 21:16-17)
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Christian. A spiritual infant, a lamb always needs the guidance of a

shepherd unlike a spiritual adult, a sheep.

Following the shepherd’s lead, the sheep lies down in green pastures
and goes beside quiet waters (Psalms 23:1-2). A sheep doesn’'t have
to rely on every move of a shepherd. The sheep lead Jesus’ lambs and

look after them. The lambs rely on the adult sheep.

Thankfully, there are many sheep in AMI Church. They lead the lambs
in church and feed them pasture instead of shepherds. The shepherds
often go out to neighbors' ranches (mission fields) to feed the
neighbors’ lambs and sheep. The shepherds entitle their mature sheep
to be in charge of their lambs. | have been spending the past 20 years
like this, which is a distinct feature of ‘AMI Ranch'.

Without exception, | am out, leaving the lambs to the sheep of the
AMI Ranch. Some say, ‘the church runs in grace more than ever when
Pastor Hwang is out at missionary fields’, which is because we have

many faithful sheep. | thank God whenever | hear such an expression.

| will be at the mission field for three weeks. | am ministering as I'm
hearing the intercessory prayer of AMI sheep. As AMI sheep are
guarding the church, | can focus on entitled ministry. Again, as sheep
of AMI are looking after the lambs, | am able to focus on my entitled

ministry at the missionary site. We are missionary companions.

“Thank you sheep of AMI! I'm sincerely grateful towards faithful every

one of you and my Lord. You are the main pillar of AMI Ranch.”
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So | continued to ask the sheep of the AMI Ranch, "Please love and
take care of the lambs for me. Please feed them good pasture so they

will grow healthy and into mature sheep”.
I'm headed to Hanoi next week on November 27th, Monday. Please
intercessory pray for me. | will be arriving at dawn in Incheon on

December 2nd, Saturday.

| sincerely pray for the grace and peace of Jesus Christ to rest on the

lambs and sheep of AMI Ranch.

2023 November 24th
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December

Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you.

Matthew 28:19-20



oth December 2023

Over the past three weeks, | went on a mission trip to a missionary
site, and during that time, my sermons were video-streamed from
previous sermons. The series was titled "Series of Knowledge of
Knowing God" #5, #6, #7, with the following topics: #5. "Why did God
create humans?" (Genesis 1:26-27, 2:7), #6. "Why did He look at
everything He had made and find it very good?" (Genesis 1:31), #7.
"Why is This World 7,000 years?" (Genesis 5:1-31).

These are theological topics that we must grasp, especially in times of
Birth Pains like now. They are essential for facing the challenges that
assail us today. Without them, we may become defenseless against
the birth pains that come our way. We may lack spiritual discernment,
become indifferent to the imminence of the Second Coming, or
become spiritually blind, like chicks’ eye view, possibly going through
the Seven Years Tribulations weeping and gnashing teeth (Matthew
24:51, 25:30).

These videos contained content from sermons | delivered two years
ago, which many of you have already studied. However, the reactions
of most church members who watched them were not ordinary. They
expressed that it felt like hearing the content for the first time and

that it carried a fresh and new meaning. Why did this reaction occur?

This indicates that many of you have matured spiritually over the past

two years. Though it's the same Word of God, you received it with a
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more mature spirituality. We receive and digest the Word in
accordance with our spiritual capacity and level. When we revisit the
same sermon with a more mature perspective, we can feel a different
impact. That's why we repeatedly read and study the Bible throughout

our lives.

Every Christian has different spiritual capacities and levels, leading to
varying responses to the Word. Some may find certain teachings of
the AMI too solid and difficult to chew, like spiritual infants lacking
teeth. Meat cannot be fed to these individuals (1 Corinthians 3:1-2).
They spit it out.

Not everyone is a spiritual infant. How can you tell? | am not a pastor
serving spiritual infants (lambs; John 21:15), as | lack the spiritual gift
and expertise in that area. Consequently, spiritual infants find it
challenging to settle in at AMI Church. They haste as a result of failing
to digest hard solid food and eventually leave for the churches where
they may seek comfort, catering to their preferences. Such churches
specializing in tending to spiritual infants are in need of great

numbers, given their significant numbers.

Hence, there is a need for many pastors specializing in this field. The
high number of ‘spiritual infants’ (nepios in Greek; 1 Corinthians 3:1-
2) necessitates specialized care for them. These pastors must provide
nourishment suitable for infants and guide them to grow into ‘spiritual
children’ (paidion; Matthew 18:2). The ‘spiritual children’ (lambs; John
21:15) should be fed good food for them to grow healthy, not fast
food. Many Christians remain at this spiritual level and eventually enter

Paradise.
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AMI Church is tasked with the vocation of nourishing and facilitating
the growth of spiritual youth (neaniscos in Greek; 1 John 2:13),
‘spiritual son’ (huios in Greek; Matthew 5:9,45), ‘spiritual father’ (pater
in Greek; 1 Corinthians 4:15), and ‘spiritual sheep’ (John 21:16-17). This
vocation extends not only to our own people but also to other nations.

Over the past 30 years, we have embraced and executed this vocation.

Both domestic and international AMI teams have many potential
sheep candidates. These individuals hunger for solid food.
Unfortunately, many missionary sites only provide spiritual milk,
leaving these candidates malnourished. These hungry sheep are in a

state of spiritual deficiency and need solid sustenance.

Through the abundant grace of Jesus Christ, over the past 30 years,
both domestically and internationally, AMI has been led to guide these
hungry sheep candidates to feed solid food and results to fruition.
Many have become self-sufficient, established local spiritual leaders,
and are independently carrying out sheep education ministries. They

are producing many sheep.

Now, these sheep are feeding solid food to sheep candidates of their
people. However, this solid food cannot be chewed and digested in
one go. Many lambs find it burdensome and leave, but those called
to be sheep endure and eventually digest the solid food. Though
demanding, they persevere in patience, obey, and repeat chewing.
Remarkably, both domestically and internationally, these individuals
have grown into sheep, actively engaging in valuable evangelistic

ministries. All glory to Jesus only.
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Thus, at AMI mission sites, numerous lambs have grown into sheep.
The same transformation is happening within AMI churches
nationwide, where many lambs are growing into sheep. While AMI has
many lambs both domestically and internationally, the majority of its
members are sheep. These sheep lead, guide, and feed lambs. It is a
community where sheep guide milk-drinking individuals to eat solid
food and reproduce lambs into sheep. This is a community that eats

‘solid food' like John in the form of a “little scroll” (Revelation 10:10).

This "solid food" is the "little scroll" that John ate. It was sweet in the
mouth but bitter in the stomach (Revelation 10:10). The content of
this "little scroll" is the study of Christology, the Kingdom of God, and
Eschatology. These are the subjects that upgrade one's spirituality, just
as John's spirituality was upgraded after consuming the "little scroll".
Once eating the “little scroll”, John was able to record Revelation 11

to 22 because his spirituality was upgraded.

Similarly, we must continue to upgrade our spirituality, consume the
“little scroll", and study the three mentioned theological subjects. We
must repeat and study diligently, sharing the knowledge with our
people and discipling them (Matthew 28:19-20). This is one of the
essential requirements for being the bride of Jesus (Matthew 24:15-
25:46). Those who do so will reign in the Millennial Kingdom
(Revelation 20:4) and the New Heaven and New Earth (Revelation
21:24, 22:6). They are the partners of the creation purpose (Genesis
1:28).

Entering the ranks of these ‘honorable ones’ is not easy. It requires

the grace of Jesus Christ (Revelation 22:21). Those who receive this
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grace exhibit symptoms—they hunger for the consumption of the
mentioned "little scroll,” yearn for spiritual upgrades, and desire to
deepen their relationship with Jesus Christ. Fortunately, these
symptoms are visible in the AMI teams. They are a blessed group, and

| am a joyful pastor serving them.

Therefore, | have decided to continue reviewing "Knowledge of
Knowing God Series" #8 and #9 in the upcoming weeks. Approach
the review with a humble heart and a hunger for a spiritual upgrade.
It's the humble and eager heart of sheep. The content is not easy, and
concentration is required. The topics are: "What changes occurred due
to Adam's fall?" (Genesis 3:5-6; #8) and "What is the heart of God

encapsulated in the cross?" (Deuteronomy 21:23, John 8:32; #9).

As we conclude the year 2023, let us repent and make a determination
with the same attitude. Let's continue reviewing the "Knowledge of
Knowing God Series" diligently and solidify our relationship with Jesus
Christ. Reprioritize the focus of our lives (Matthew 6:33). This way, we
can receive power (Acts 1:8), possess discernment for the times,
endure the birth pains well (Matthew 24:13), and become those who
proclaim and prepare for the Second Coming of Jesus (Matthew 24:42-
25:46).

2023 December 9th
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I'll provide an overall summary of the biblical teachings on the "gifts
of the Holy Spirit" There is often confusion and different
interpretations due to diverse theological backgrounds among
believers though they are the same Evangelicals. It's important to
understand why there are differences to provide biblical answers when

questioned.

The gifts (karisma in Greek; grace a free gift in English) of the Holy
Spirit, are mentioned in the Bible in various places. Approximately 30
such gifts are found in the Bible, and the apostle Paul, in 1 Corinthians
12 (the chapter on spiritual gifts), lists 14 representative gifts. These
include gifts of wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, prophecy,
discernment of spirits, speaking in tongues, interpretation of tongues,
apostleship, teaching, helping, administration, and leadership (1
Corinthians 12:8-10, 28). These are the key essential gifts (1 John 2:20,

27) equivalent to being anointed as a minister.

All these gifts are given by the Holy Spirit according to His will,
distributed among Christians as He desires (1 Corinthians 12:4-6, 11).
Not every person receives all these gifts, and each person receives a
portion according to the Holy Spirit's will (1 Corinthians 12:11). What
it means by ‘each person’ does not represent all Christians, but a few
‘bride candidates’. The Holy Spirit gives them a portion of the key

essential gifts.
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Why would only the ‘bride candidates’ be given the above gifts? These
individuals are the ones to participate in fulfilling Jesus’ plan.

The "bride candidates" are those predestined who will obey and carry
out the (1) Vertical and (2) Horizontal Commandments and fulfill the
(3) Great Commission. To accomplish this, they inevitably need the key
essential gifts from the Holy Spirit. Without them, they cannot fulfill
their entitled vocation.

Every 'bride candidate' has a different measure of grace, a different
measure of gifts, and a different measure of faith (Romans 12:3-8).
Their vocations are also different. According to these ‘'measures and

vocations', each person receives the 'gifts of the Holy Spirit.'

The gifts of the Holy Spirit are a free gift, given by the grace of Jesus,
not earned through personal righteousness, good deeds, or efforts.
Neither they are the result of trying hard. The Holy Spirit gives them
according to His will as a one-sided, unconditional gift (1 Corinthians
12:11).

The gifts of the Holy Spirit are not as simple as one might think, but
diverse. There are at least 30 kinds. Paul represented their diverseness
in similes: the body of Jesus Christ (church) and different body parts
(gift recipients). Paul used the analogy of different body parts (feet,
hands, ears, and eyes; gift recipient of the feet, hands, ears, and eyes)
to illustrate the diversity of gifts within the body of Christ. Jesus said
He has arranged the parts (gift recipients) in the body (church), every
one of them, just as He wanted to distribute the gifts as He wished (1
Corinthians 12:12-18).
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On the other hand, it was said that there is no distinction among these
members (gifted individuals). There is no high or low. It means there
is no such thing as who's higher or lower. In our perspective, there
may seem to be a hierarchy. However, there is no hierarchy in the
eyes of Jesus. On the contrary, Jesus raises those who appear low,
weak, less honorable, and less beautiful. There is a reason for this.
Jesus is said to balance His 'own body' evenly (1 Corinthians 12:19-
25).

On the other hand, Jesus said, 'l gave gifts to the 'bride candidates'
for purpose: to make them profitable (sumphero in Greek), (1
Corinthians 12:7). What profit is it? It is a great help in carrying out (1)
the Vertical Commandment, (2) the Horizontal Commandment, and (3)
the Great Commissions. It is a benefit that greatly aids in becoming
an outstanding student. All of this is related to the purpose of creation
(Isaiah 43:7, 21; 1 Corinthians 10:31).

It is a benefit to make these 'bride candidates' faithful to the purpose
of creation. It is a benefit to share with Christians the 'absoluteness
and important nature of the purpose of creation' through them. It is
a benefit to proclaim the 'imminence of the Second Coming of Jesus'
through them in this 'time of birth pain’ by doing the following: (1)
endure to the end (Matthew 24:13), (2) stay awake (Matthew 24:42),
(3) prepare for Jesus’ Second Coming (Matthew 24:44), and (4) become
the one who cries out Jesus’ Second Coming and be raptured
(Matthew 24:45-25:46).

To receive this benefit, we need to receive at least some of the 'key

essential gifts' mentioned above, if not all. One of the essential
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requirements to become the 'bride of Jesus' is to receive these 'gifts
of the Holy Spirit." Not everyone receives them. Ordinary Christians do
not receive the 'key essential gifts' mentioned above because they do
not engage in ministry. There is no need to give them such 'gifts.’
They live diligently in 'This World" without these 'gifts' and go to

heaven.

Of course, the bride candidates of Jesus also need to live diligently in
‘This World.' Like ordinary Christians, they also need to live diligently.
They need to make the most of every opportunity (Ephesians 5:16).
They need to receive some or all of the 'key essential gifts' listed above
and use these received gifts well to live diligently. They need to live

as outstanding students in the Creation Purpose School.

However, the Holy Spirit challenged Paul. 'To become an outstanding
student, it is not enough to be satisfied with the received gifts
mentioned above. They are necessary. However, these gifts are one
process of becoming an outstanding student and one essential
requirement. They are not the ultimate goal. So what is the ultimate
goal? It should be Love (agaphe in Greek, meaning unconditionally

giving love), written in the plural form.

The better (k/eittona in Greek) gifts (karismata in Greek written in
plural) than the 'key essential gifts' are precisely these ‘gifts of love'.
Eagerly desire this (jeloute in Greek, written in imperative tone). Then
| will show you the best way to you" (1 Corinthians 12:31), written in

an imperative tone.
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When spoken in an imperative tone, what is commanded is not an
option. It is an obligation that must be obeyed. What did He
command? "Eagerly desire better gifts". "What are the better gifts?" It

is written in plural form. This is precisely the famous ‘gifts of love'.

"Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is
not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered,
it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil (neighbor's
mistake) but rejoices with the truth (Jesus, the Word). It always
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres” (1 Corinthians
13:4-7). These are what are more beneficial gifts. What are they

beneficial for?

It is a promise that becoming an outstanding student at the Creation
Purpose School is beneficial. It is a promise that becomes a shortcut
to being a bride candidate of Jesus. All our AMI teams must participate
in Jesus' wedding supper by being raptured. Therefore, we are already
putting effort into discipleship as a 'teaching gift, one of the 'key
essential gifts.' However, we should not stop here; we must be
upgraded to the 'gifts of love' mentioned earlier. This is precisely the
‘personality of the bride' that resembles the heart of Jesus. Being

upgraded to this 'personality of the bride' is what 'sanctification’ is.

However, during our time in this world, we cannot fully resemble this
'personality of the bride." We can only partially resemble it. We can
resemble it only in the form of a child. We can resemble it faintly, like
seeing ourselves in a mirror. But when we eventually die and ascend

to paradise, only then can we somewhat resemble it. It is only at that
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time that a somewhat complete 'sanctification' becomes possible (1
Corinthians 13:8-12).

However, the Holy Spirit commanded Paul, 'While living in 'this world,’
earnestly desire sanctification' (1 Corinthians 12:31). It's not merely
‘earnestly desire' (jelo-o in Greek). It is written imperatively (jeloute in
Greek). You must make efforts and earnestly desire sanctification. The
word 'desire’ has its origin in jealousy. It is 'holy jealousy' (Exodus
20:5). This 'holy jealousy' is what every outstanding student at the
Creation Purpose School must have. The 'holy jealousy' what the to-

be-raptured individuals must have.

This 'holy jealousy' is not the heart that every Christian possesses. It is
the heart that only a few 'bride candidates' possess. Ordinary
Christians find it challenging to have a heart with such 'earnestly
desiring holy jealousy.' They may have the desire in their hearts, but
they cannot translate it into action (Romans 7:18, 25). It is Jesus'

sovereign design (Romans 9:6-23).

So, who are the ones who possess this 'holy jealousy'? They must be
those who have received grace from Jesus Christ (Romans 1:7;
Revelation 22:21). To such individuals, the Helper, the Holy Spirit (John
14:16), provides guidance (Romans 8:9-17). The Holy Spirit helps evoke
holy jealousy (John 14:16). He makes them hungry and thirsty for the
'gifts of love' (Matthew 5:6). They are the ones blessed in the presence
of the Lord (Matthew 5:3-16). Among the learners studying through
AMI and SNS, there are many with these blessings.
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We are concluding the year 2023, and the much-awaited year 2024 is
right in front of us. We express gratitude for the 'grace of Jesus Christ,’
the 'guidance of the Holy Spirit,' the 'holy jealousy' evoked, and being
hungry and thirsty for the 'gifts of love' bestowed upon us during the

past year.
We have a prayer topic. For the new year, we pray that, with a greater
portion and upgraded measure (Romans 12:3-13), the 'grace of

sanctification" will be poured out upon all of us.

2023 December 16th
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22"4 December 2023

Christmas Week Column

It is the Christmas season of 2023, commemorating the birth of Jesus.
Christians and non-Christians alike celebrate this holiday season,
transcending religious backgrounds, including Buddhists, Hindus,
Muslims, and those with no religious affiliation. It has become a global

festival enjoyed by people worldwide.

Christmas is the most profitable holiday for businesses, marked by
special Christmas sales. Failing to maximize profits during this period
can sometimes impact a company's overall success. Thus, the
Christmas season holds significant importance for businesses, having

been commercialized for a long time.

Although Christmas is celebrated on December 25th as the birth of
Jesus, interestingly, the exact date is not recorded in the Bible. Early
Christian churches, unaware of Jesus' birthdate, initially could not
commemorate Christmas until AD 350, and the term "Christmas" did

not exist.

The Bible, being a historical book, provides precise dates for all
recorded historical events. Notably, the seven feasts of Israel, as
outlined in Leviticus 23:1-44, include the Death of Jesus (Passover;

January 14th in the evening in the Holy Calendar), Resurrection (Easter,
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First-fruits; January 17th in the Holy Calendar), and Ascension of Jesus

(March 6th in the Ecclesiastical Holy Calendar), among others.

Surprisingly, no specific date is mentioned for Jesus' birth in the Bible.
Early Christian churches couldn't celebrate Christmas until the year 350
AD because they didn't know the exact date. While other festivals were
commemorated, Christmas could not be celebrated because its exact

date was unknown.

In the midst of this, Emperor Constantine of the Roman Empire
officially recognized Christianity (AD 313). At that time, the Roman
Catholic Church was established. The leader of the Roman Catholic
Church at that time, Pope Julius | (AD 337-352), set the birthdate of
Jesus on December 25th (AD 350). From that time onward, not only
in the Roman Catholic Church but also, after the Reformation (AD
1517), all Protestant denominations have commemorated December
25th as Christmas Day, celebrating the birth of Jesus until the present
day.

On the other hand, the Eastern Orthodox Church and Oriental
Orthodox Church (The Coptic Orthodox Church of Egypt, the Syrian
Orthodox Church, and the Church of Jerusalem) initially did not agree
with the December 25th celebration, choosing January 6th instead (AD
380). They celebrated Christmas on different days, which caused
discomfort for the Roman Catholic Church. The Roman Catholic
Church worked to persuade the Eastern Orthodox Church and the
Oriental Orthodox Church, and it took about 50 years.
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Finally, the Council of Ephesus (AD 431) reached a settlement in
negotiations. The Eastern Orthodox Church and the Oriental Orthodox
Church were persuaded to accept the "December 25th Theory." From
then on, these two Orthodox churches, along with the Roman Catholic
Church, began commemorating December 25th as Christmas.
However, they did not abandon their traditional date of January 6th.
They preserved this day as "Little Christmas" or "Old Christmas." To
this day, these two churches continue to observe both dates

(December 25th and January 6th) as Christmas.

Over 500 years later, the Eastern Orthodox Church (Greek Orthodox
Church) pioneered the establishment of Orthodox churches among
the Slavic peoples, including the Ukrainian Orthodox Church and the
Russian Orthodox Church (AD 988). These two Slavic Orthodox
churches did not adhere to the December 25th and January 6th
traditions of their spiritual father, the Greek Orthodox Church. They
(the Slavic people) independently chose January 7th as their Christmas
and did not align with the Christmas date observed by the Greeks.

This decision reflected the pride of the Slavic people. From that time
until now, the Slavic Orthodox Churches (Ukrainian, Russian, Georgian,
Serbian) have maintained the observance of January 7th as Christmas.
However, tensions emerged between the Russian Orthodox Church
and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church starting in 2014, triggered by

Russia's annexation of Crimea.
This situation quickly escalated into a war between the two nations in
February 2022, impacting the spiritual ties between the two Slavic

Orthodox churches. The Ukrainian Orthodox Church declared a break
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from the Russian Orthodox Church and developed closer ties with its
spiritual father, the Greek Orthodox Church.

Surprisingly, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church even abandoned its long-
shared traditional Christmas date of January 7th with the Russian
Orthodox Church. Instead, it adopted the December 25th and January
6th Christmas dates of its spiritual father, the Greek Orthodox Church.
This change in the Christmas date was influenced by political

considerations.

We have a question. It was mentioned that the exact birthdate of Jesus
is not recorded in the Bible. Then, how did December 25th come
about? Is this truly the birthdate of Jesus? No, it is not. It is a date
artificially created by the Roman Catholic Church, established by its
leader Julius | (AD 337-352) in AD 350.

How was December 25th chosen? This date holds great significance
in the Babylonian religion. Although Christianity had been officially
recognized in the Roman Empire (AD 313), the people of the Roman
Empire (63 BC-AD 476) still deeply adhered to the traditions of the
Babylonian religion. Back then, it was not an easy situation to convert

these people to Christianity.

Babylonian religion featured three gods: Nimrod (the father, sun god,
god of Babylon equivalent to Zeus), Semiramis (the mother, moon
god, goddess, equivalent to Athena, Artemis), and Tammuz (the son,

star god, equivalent to Hermes, Saturn).
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Of these, Semiramis, the goddess and mother, held the most influence.
It is from this Babylonian religion that the Roman Catholic Church
derived its "Mariology," portraying the baby Jesus seated on the lap

of Mary. (For more details, refer to my book, The Seed of Woman)

To convert adherents of the Babylonian religion to Christianity, an
evangelical tool was needed. This tool was the "Mariology," and
December 25th was chosen as Christmas, the birthday of Tammuz.
December 22nd marks the winter solstice, the day when the sun has
its shortest period of daylight and begins to lengthen and darkness

begins to recede, giving way to the increasing influence of light.

In Babylonian religion, this transition from darkness to light was
associated with Tammuz, and his birthday was celebrated on
December 25th. It was a grand festival for the people of the Roman
Empire, a time of celebration known as the "Empire Party Day" that

lasted for seven days.

The Roman Catholic Church indigenized this day as the "birth of
Jesus." They turned it into a grand festival, a joyful Merry Christmas,
and a "Christian party day." They depicted Jesus, like the light of
Tammuz, coming into the world as the "true light" (John 1:9). They

"Tammuzified" Jesus.

In this way, the Roman Catholic Church spread Christianity by
‘tammuzifying’ Jesus and making it indigenous, mixing it with
Babylonian religion, distorting the gospel, and making it easier for
people to convert to Christianity. The Roman Catholic Church

experienced rapid growth, and the number of Christians increased.
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Now, it became crucial to make Christianity the state religion of the
Roman Empire, or the emperor's position would be jeopardized.
Emperor Theodosius declared Christianity the state religion (AD 380).
By indigenizing and "Tammuzifying" it, the December 25th Christmas
celebration contributed significantly to the growth of the Roman
Catholic Church, even evolving into the state religion of the Roman

Empire.

Our question remains: in AD 350, the ‘doctrine of the December 25th
Christmas celebration’ was established, Tammuzifying Jesus, creating
a non-biblical December 25th as Christmas. It achieved remarkable

church growth.

For the past 1,700 years, churches across denominations have
sanctified December 25th to commemorate Christmas, saying "Merry
Christmas," partying, and, in the last 200 years, even commercializing
it with Santa Claus, Christmas trees, gift exchanges, parties, Rudolph
the Red-Nosed Reindeer, caroling, card exchanges, hanging stockings,
etc. Churches, without much reservation, actively participate in these

traditions.

Now, the birth of Jesus has evolved into the cross-denominational
"Merry Christmas.” Why did the Omnipotent God (Genesis 17:1;
Revelation 15:3) permit this? Is it the design of the Omniscient God
(Romans 11:33)? We seek to find answers to these questions in this

Christmas worship service.

2023 December 22nd
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New Year's Eve Column

This week marks the last week of 2023, and December 31st is a
Sunday. On this day, we will have a New Year's Eve service. Last
Sunday, we held a Christmas service with a sermon titled, "Why Did
God Allow a Fake Christmas? (Rev 17-18)." It was indeed a weighty
topic, which might have felt out of place during the joyful Christmas

season.

For over 1,700 years (since AD 350), December 25th has been
celebrated as a joyous Christmas day. Suddenly, claiming it to be fake
may have caused disappointment or confusion, especially for those

who have faithfully commemorated the birth of Jesus.

Some may argue that Jesus' coming is what matters, not the specific
date, echoing Paul's teachings (Col 2:16-17). Such believers have been
numerous throughout the past Church Period history, accepting

December 25th as a tradition, even if not the exact birth date.

Despite not being the precise birth date, December 25th has become
the most significant festival in Christianity. It's a day for exchanging
"Merry Christmas" greetings, gathering with family, singing carols, and
exchanging gifts—a day of happiness. |, too, cherish beautiful
memories of Christmas trees, Santa Claus, Rudolph the Red-Nosed

Reindeer, stockings filled with gifts, and early morning carol songs.
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I've passed down these memories to my children, who also celebrated

Christmas in a similar fashion.

Now, "Merry Christmas” is no longer exclusive to Christians; it has
evolved into a festival for people of all religions—becoming an
“interfaith celebration,” by the "religious pluralism" Christians. This
shift is fueled by those who believe that all religions are equal, each

having its own savior (Christ).

These individuals, known as "theistic humanists," possess broad-
mindedness and love for humanity. They believe God is love (1 John
4:16) and, ultimately, the salvation of all, regardless of religious
background, leading them to paradise. These individuals with such

beliefs are called, the ‘religious pluralists'.

The salvific beliefs of these "religious pluralists" are as follows: The
savior (christ) of Buddhism is Buddha, of Hinduism is Vishnu, of Islam
is Mohammed, and of Christianity is Jesus. Although they identify as
Christians, they consider their belief in Jesus to be on par with Buddha,
Vishnu, and Mohammed—viewing Jesus as simply ‘one of the many

saviors (christs)’ in other religions.

These individuals identify as Christians but do not believe in Jesus as
the exclusive Savior. Founders of other religions are also considered
saviors, leading to conflicting views with Jesus' teachings (John 14:6)
and Peter's faith (Acts 4:12). Some even within the Roman Catholic
Church openly promote these conflicting teachings, treating Peter as
their own Pope, creating a paradox and sinking themselves to a self-

contradiction.
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They don't embrace the idea of Jesus being '100% divine.' Their belief
is faint and ambiguous, lacking a 100% certainty. Some within this
group consider Jesus as only "100% human.' Others go to the extent
of denying Jesus' 'historical existence,' viewing Him merely as a
'symbolic figure." It's a confusing spectrum, highlighting the
importance of adhering to a 'Biblical Evangelical Christology' (Matthew
24:42).

As a result, many among them are either ignorant or weak in their
understanding of the 'Biblical Evangelical Christology." Their
knowledge tends to be at an infantile level or distorted. Concepts like
the 'Kingdom of God' and 'Eschatology’ are needless to say either
overlooked or misunderstood. They claim they understand them while
practicing a superficial faith, neglecting to consume the 'little book'
John ate (Revelation 10:10). Their comprehension of Christianity aligns
more with a 'humanistic logical bound’ while teaching Christianity in

a devalued form of ‘ethical and moral level of religion'.

They emphasize 'human rights' and the 'dignity of humanity,' asserting
that all humanity will be saved, irrespective of religious background.
They are known as 'universalists.' Interestingly, despite their inclusive
beliefs, they maintain faith in an absolute God, acknowledging the

singularity of this deity.

They teach that the Christian God (Elohim) is the same as Allah in
Islam, gods in Buddhism and Hinduism. The Pope of the Roman
Catholic Church has publicly made such statements. This represents

the 'theology of religious pluralists' of Christians who believe in one
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god for all religions, although the saviors (christs) differ among

religions.

These individuals claim that the 'universal deity' leads to different
saviors (christs) in each religion, including the founders of Buddhism,
Islam, and Hinduism. They acknowledge Jesus as the Savior (Christ) in
Christianity but claim that each religion has its own savior. According
to them, Jesus is the Savior for Christians only, not for followers of

other religions.

These 'religious pluralistic Christians' confess, "Our Savior is Jesus. We
are saved through Him, so we cherish and commemorate Christmas
and Easter, expressing gratitude to Jesus. However, followers of other
religions are also saved through their respective saviors. All of these
'religious saviors' lead to paradise, and, without religious distinctions,
we will all meet in the paradise afterlife. Alternatively (some deny the
existence of paradise)) we (Two Beasts, Revelation 13:1-18) will
transform this world into paradise (by establishing the New World

Order), and we will live here forever (Revelation 13:1-18)."

This confession broadly encapsulates the belief system of today's
‘religious pluralistic Christians,' constituting what can be termed an
‘antichrist' belief system. It is both perplexing and alluring. Surprisingly,
a considerable number of Christians today find themselves entangled
in this 'antichrist' belief system (Matthew 24:4-5). Roman Catholic
Church, Orthodox Church, Anglican Church, and the majority of
Protestant denominations (Lutheran, Reformed, Presbyterian, Baptist,

Methodist, Holiness, Salvation Army, Wesleyan, etc.) along with their
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theologians and seminaries have become entwined with this 'antichrist

ideology,' and it is expected to intensify.

We have a question: Why does the 'Omnipotent God' (Genesis 17:1;
Revelation 15:3) allow such a 'despicable and abominable act of
destruction' (‘abomination of desolation," Matthew 24:15)? Why does
God make Christianity so chaotic? Is God powerless, or does He grant
free will, acknowledging and respecting the free will of these
individuals? Why allow the proliferation of 'falsehood and evil'? It is

truly bewildering.

The God we serve is the 'Omniscient God' (Matthew 10:30; Romans
11:33), knowing all—past, present, and future. Did this God foresee,
especially just before the Second Coming of Jesus, that these Christian
denominations, theologians, pastors, and seminaries would engage in
such an 'abominable act of destruction'? Or is this part of the 'design

of Jesus'?

If this is part of the 'design of Jesus,' how can we know? By examining
the famous 'Olivet Discourse' (Matthew 24-25; Luke 17:22-37, 21:7-38;
AD 30) that Jesus delivered about 2,000 years ago. In this discourse,
Jesus prophesied about the 'birth pains' (o/non in Greek; Matthew
24:8; written in plural form) that 'must'(de/ in Greek, Matthew 24:6)
happen just before His return. He reiterated this concept to John in
the Book of Revelation in AD 95 (Revelation 6:1-8:1). Jesus referred to

this irrationality as 'birth pains.’

Why did Jesus use the term 'birth pains'? This expression was first

used immediately after the fall of Adam, signifying the labor pains that
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women would experience in childbirth (Genesis 3:16). It is the pain
that must be endured before the joyous news of a child's birth. It is
the result of the fall of Adam, and all creation must go through this
pain before the joyous news, the birth of a child (Romans 8:22). The
Epiphany of Jesus is the 'greatest good news.' Therefore, before this
good news, there must be 'severe birth pains' (Matthew 24:8; Mark
13:8).

What specific 'birth pains before the Epiphany' did Jesus prophesy
about? He directly predicted at least the following 13 events: (1)
Natural birth pains (earthquakes, Matthew 24:7; Revelation 6:12-17),
(2) Political birth pains (wars, Matthew 24:6-7; Revelation 6:3-4), (3)
Economic birth pains (famines, Matthew 24:7; Revelation 6:5-6), (4)
Social birth pains (lawlessness, Matthew 24:12), (5) Human nature birth
pains (love growing cold, Matthew 24:12), (6) Christian birth pains
(persecution, hatred, Matthew 24:9-10), (7) Emergence of false clergy
birth pains (many false prophets, Matthew 24:4-5), (8) Gospel birth
pains (religious pluralism, Matthew 24:23-28; Revelation 6:1-2), (9)
Pandemic birth pains (pestilences, Matthew 24:7; Luke 21:11;
Revelation 6:7-8), (10) Martyrdom surge birth pains (martyrdom,
Revelation 6:9-11), (11) Messianic Jewish birth pains (144,000,
Revelation 7:4-8), (12) Third Temple birth pains (abomination of
desolation, Matthew 24:15), (13) Gospel Harvest birth pains (worldwide
mission, Matthew 24:14), etc.

Concerning the eighth event, 'Gospel Birth Pains,' Jesus made the
following statement: "So if anyone tells you, 'There he is, out in the
wilderness," do not go out; or, 'Here he is, in the inner rooms," do not

believe it. For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and
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perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the
elect" (Matthew 24:23-24). "Wherever there is a carcass, there the
vultures will gather" (Matthew 24:28).

Interestingly, Jesus, 2,000 years ago, said, "Here or there is not 'Jesus'
but 'Christ”, hinting at the design that 'religious pluralism' would

emerge before His Second Coming.

The term 'Christmas' is similarly intriguing. Curiously, it doesn't refer
to 'Jesusmas." 'Mass' is Latin, meaning worship or sacrifice. It
designates a day of worshiping 'christ' (the savior, interfaith, Matthew
24:23) rather than a day of worshiping Jesus. The name 'Christmas’
subtly implies a festival of 'interfaith worship," already foreshadowing

a potential distortion of Christmas into an 'interfaith religious festival.'

We have a question: Why must all creation, disregarding humans,
experience hardships before the joyous news? The reason is as follows:
After the fall of Adam, God transformed This World into a 7,000-year
'Creation Purpose School.' The educational method of this school is a
‘dysfunctional educational method,' teaching the absoluteness and
importance of the purpose of creation (Exodus 20:3-17; Matthew
22:37-39) using ‘evil’ (Psalms 16:4, Isaiah 45:7, 11, 54:6). Hence, This
World must be filled with the mentioned 'birth pains' over 7,000 years.

Especially, immediately before the Epiphany of Jesus (the greatest
good news), more severe birth pains than any other in the past 6,000
years must occur. This is because it is part of the design of Jesus. The
'distorted Christmas' is just one of these birth pains. So, how should

we live during this intense era of birth pains?
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Jesus pre-taught the method: (1) Endure to the end (Matthew 24:13),
(2) Stay awake (Matthew 24:42), (3) Be prepared for His Second
Coming (Matthew 24:44), (4) Cry out, preach, and teach His second
coming (Matthew 24:45-25:46). Such individuals are the brides to be

raptured, as mentioned by Jesus.

However, Jesus also warned in advance that such 'wise brides' would
be few. He emphasized this fact by citing two historical events as
examples (2 Peter 2:5-6): (1) the days of Lot (2000 BC, Luke 17:28-30),
and (2) the days of Noah (2458 BC, Matthew 24:37-39; Luke 17:26-27).
He stated that many Christians, preoccupied with worldly matters,
would be indifferent to Jesus’ Second Coming. He warned that these
Christians would be in tears, lamenting and gnashing their teeth
during the 7-Year Tribulation (Matthew 24:51, 25:30).

As we approach the New Year of 2024, we've been running towards
this 'wise virgin standard' for the past year. Now, we welcome the New

Year, and we must continue running towards this standard in the

coming year (Philippians 3:10-14).

2023 December 31st
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